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Raising Godly Generations Matthew

8. Matthew the Publican 
9. James the son of AlphÞus 
10. LebbÞus, whose surname was ThaddÞus ñ10:3  
11. Simon the Canaanite 
12. Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him ñ10:4 
Å They were not to go to the Gentiles or to the Samaritans 

—10:5 
- This rules out the modern Church here, for we are to go “into 
all the worldó (Mark 16:15). 

Å To go the lost sheep of the house of Israel ñ10:6 
- Cf. 9:36 ñ The sheep are scattered. 
- Again, our mandate is to go to the entire world (Matt. 28:19; 
Acts 1:8). 

(2) Their message and commission:  –10:7-8
Å òThe Kingdom of heaven is at handó (See John the Baptist: Matt. 
3:1-2, and Jesus Himself: Matt. 4:17) ñ10:7 
Å Their commission: heal, cleanse, raise, cast out. ñ10:8 
- It would all be free. 

(3) Their provision  —10:9–15 
Å They were not to provide for themselves but to rely upon hospi-

tality in the places where they went —10:9–15 

Å They were to travel very light. 
(1. No money ñ10:9 
(2. No provisions ñ10:10 

- A “scrip” was a leathern sack, in which travellers and 
shepherds carried their provisions. 
- The principle ñ see I Cor. 9:7-10; I Tim. 5:18; Luke 
10:7. 

(3. The òworthyó houses ñ10:11-13a 
- Luke 10:5-6 

(4. The rejection of the unworthy house ñ10:13b-15 
- This is not true of the Christian today. 
- More tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah because Christ the 
King and His messengers are here ñ10:15 

-2. Commission for later  ñ10:16ð23 

A lady once wrote of v. 16, “The verse I gave to Joyce (her 
daughter) when she started dating.” [Not a bad verse to give 
for such an occasion as that.] 

Å These verses would apply to the Tribulation period as well as to the 
time of these 12 Apostles of Jesus Christ. 

Å How to behave in the precarious (dangerous) world: 

(1) Dangerous mission  ñ10:16-18 

(2) Divine enablement  ñ10:19-20 
Å Does 10:19ð20 mean that we are not to prepare the messages we 
bring? 
Å Hardly! This has to do with persecution and giving an answer before 
our accusers. 

(3) Divided kindred  ñ10:21 
Å Natural affections gone, see 10:35, 37. 
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Raising Godly Generations Matthew

God will do it! 
ā Why? He is in their midst é 

(3. Gathering in His Name  ñ18:20 
- This verse begins with òFor,ó which connects it with the verses 
just before. 
- We are gathered in His Name. He is in the midst! When spiritu-
ally minded, obedient Christians meet, He has promised to be 
present. 
- What does His presence guarantee? His guidance, His power, 
His blessing é and much more! 

-4. A parable on forgiveness  ñ18:21ð35 
Å Peterõs question: How oft shall I forgive? ôTill seven times? 
Peter thought he was being very forgiving.
- The rabbis said 3 times was enough [based on an incorrect interpreta-
tion of Amos 2:4]. 

- The Romans, like many before and since their times, considered 
forgiveness to be a sign of weakness and scorned the idea that we 
should forgive. 

Å Answer: Not 7 times, but 70 times 7 (490 times). Why, we would 
lose count! 
- When an Egyptian woman heard a missionary say that God wants us 
to forgive our neighbor 490 times, she exclaimed, òAnd I have not 
forgiven mine once!ó 
- How often does God forgive us? 

Å The likenesses: 
(1) Mercy from the king  —18:23–27 
Å 10,000 talents (a huge amount! ñA talent was a measure of the 
weight of silver or gold. One talent was about all that a man could 
carry!) [Estimated value of the 10,000 talents: $12,000,000!] 

Å He did not have the money to pay.

Å He pled for time and the huge debt was forgiven. 

(2) No mercy from the forgiven  ñ18:28ð30 
Å 100 pence (a very small amount) [Estimate: $15 to $20!] 

Å He also did not have the money to pay. 

Å He too pled for time, but there was no mercy, only prison. 

 [One wonders how an imprisoned person could ever pay.]

(3) Mercy taken away from the ungrateful  —18:31–34 
Å The report of the fellowservants ñ18:31 

 [No doubt they too realized the injustice and ungratefulness of this 
man.] 

Å òI forgave é shouldest thou not also have had compassion é even 
as I had on thee?ó 

Å Now, no more mercy, but tormentors ñ18:34 

(4) Application  —18:35 

1. God has forgiven us much. 







































 “Salting the Oats”

© 
19

97
, 2

00
0 

- P
io

ne
er

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l R

es
ou

rc
es

12
01

7 
Ar

ag
on

 A
ve

, S
t. 

Lo
ui

s,
 M

O
 6

31
38

109

Raising Godly GenerationsMatthew

21; 6:4-9; Ex. 13:11-16 and 13:1-10. They were worn 
on the forehead during prayer and on the left arm. They 
were tied on with leather straps which they made broad 
in Christõs day. The custom was based on Ex. 13:9, 16; 
Deut. 6:8; 11:18 and had begun to be used during the time 
of Christ. 
- òEnlarge the borders of their garmentsó (Borders ñNum. 
15:38-39; Deut. 22:12). 

(3. They exalted themselves ñ23:6-12 
- They wanted position and honor: “the uppermost rooms 
at feasts and the chief seats in the synagogues.ó  

- They wanted recognition: “greetings in the markets, and 
to be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi.ó 

- The fact is that Christ (Messiah) is our Teacher (Master), 
God is our Father ñ we are all brethren (fellow-learners) 
—23:8–9 

- Greatness through humility ñ23:10ð12 
 [Matt. 20:25-28 (espec. vv. 26-27); Mark 10:35-45; cf. 
John 3:30; John 13:1-17; Col. 1:18) 

2. Seven òwoesó on the Pharisees  ñ23:13-36 
Å Called hypocrites 7 times [23:13, 14, 15, 23, 25, 27, 
29] 
(1. Shut up the Kingdom ñ23:13 
- How did they do this? 
(1) By rejecting John ñ21:25-27; 11:16-19 
(2) By refusing Christ ñJohn 7:47-53. 
(3) By keeping the true meaning of the Scriptures from 

the people —Luke 11:52 

(4) They substituted formalism. 
(2. Devourers of widowsõ houses and hypocrites ñ23:14 
- Compare II Tim. 3:6-7 
- They receive greater damnation 

(3. Seek proselytes and send them to hell ñ23:15 
- They go to great lengths to gain proselytes. 
- They make the proselyte “twofold more the child of hell” 
than themselves. 

(4. Greedy for material gain ñ23:16-22 
- They are blind guides —23:16, 19 

- Which oath is binding (making them a “debtor”), the one 
sworn by the Temple, or the one sworn by the gold of the 
temple? ñ23:16 
- The altar sanctiþes the gift. Whoever swears by the altar, 
swears by all that is on it. ñ23:19-21 
- He who swears by heaven swears by God ñ23:22 

(5. Strain at a gnat and swallow a camel ñ23:23-24 
- Gnat = the smallest unclean animal. Camel = a far larger 
unclean animal. 
- They reject mercy for their little details ñ23:23 
- They ought to tithe, but they must not forget to show 
mercy. 

(6. Appear pure outwardly but rotten inwardly ñ23:25ð28 
- They emphasize the externals and neglect internals. 
- They whitewashed their tombs so that the Jews would not 
accidentally deþle themselves. ñ23:27 
 Cf. Num. 19:16. 
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Raising Godly GenerationsMatthew

1. òhow often would I have gathered thy children togetheró 
- Notice Jer. 31:3 
- For centuries He had been sending prophets [cf. vv. 29-31] He 
had now come to them Himself. 

2. òas a hen gathereth her chickensó 
- “The ancient rabbins had a beautiful expression for proselytes 
from the heathenñthat they had ôcome under the wings of the 
Shekinah.õó ñJ.F.B. 
- On wings: Deut. 32:9ð12; Ruth 2:12; Psalm 17:8; 36:7; 61:4; 
63:7; 91:4; Isa. 31:5; Mal. 4:2. 

3. Their rejection: òand ye would notó 
- Psalm 81:11ð12 

(3) His departure   ñ23:38 
Å òBehold your house is left unto you desolateó 
- Here He says, òyour house.ó Contrast this with 21:13, òMy house.ó 
It was His, now He has forsaken it, and it becomes theirs. 

- òdesolateó ñ Cf. Jer. 22:5, where it speaks of òthe house of the 
king of Judah.ó That house has been òa desolationó for centuries. 
Jesus Christ is the Heir, but He is not yet on that throne. Here 
He speaks of the Temple. When He occupies that throne, the 
Temple will be occupied by Godõs Shekinah Glory. I Kings 9:7 
and Jeremiah 12:7 also speak of the same. 

Å The Glory and Israel 
- See Rom. 9:4, This was a part of their heritage as Godõs chosen 

people: 

1. The glory and the exodus from Egypt ñExodus 13:21ð22; 
14:19ð20, 24; 33:9ð10; and Num. 9:15ð23. 

2. The Glory and the Tabernacle ñExod. 25:21ð22 (see Lev. 
16:2) ñAbove the Mercy Seat (Num. 7:89). 
Å Exod. 40:34ð38; Num. 9:15 ñFilling the Tabernacle 
Å The Glory abode upon the Tabernacle, it seems, until the 
event of I Sam. 4:21ð22 (cf. Ps. 78:61). 

3. The Glory and the Temple ñI Kings 8:10; II Chron. 5:13 
Å The Glory abode upon the Temple, despite their sins, 
until the Babylonian exile. The departure of the Glory, 
as recorded in Ezekiel, is one of the saddest things in 
Scripture. 
- Ezek. 1:28; 3:23 and 8:4 
- Ezek. 9:3 
- Ezek. 10:4, 18, 19 
- Ezek. 11:22ð23 
Then — 
- Ezek. 43:2 ñWhen it returns 
Finally ñ 
- Ezek. 44:4 ñWhen it again þlls the Temple 
Å Isaiah saw the LORDõs Glory in the Temple ñIsa. 6:1ð4 
Å John the Apostle told us that Glory was Christõs ñJohn 

12:37–41 

Å Who is coming back? ñMatt. 23:39 

4. The þnal Glory ñ See Rev. 21:11, 22ð24 
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Raising Godly Generations Matthew

Å The Chief Priests and Elders persuaded the people to ask 
for Barabbas. ñ27:20-21 
Å What should he do with Christ? They called for His cruci-
þxion ñ27:22-23 
- Despite the governors protestations of Christõs innocence, they 
still cried for cruciþxion . ñ27:23 
- Christ is never the peopleõs choice. 

(2) Pilateõs choice  ñ27:19-26  
Å Warning from Pilateõs wife ñ27:19 
Å Is Pilate guilty? ñ27:24-25 
- Pilate rejected the guilt by attempting to wash his hands of it, 
but that did not work. ñ27:24 
- The people accepted the guilt, saying, òHis blood be on us, and 
on our children.ó [Contrast Acts 5:28] ñ27:25 
- Has His blood been required of them? That awful wish has been 
granted. We see it in their history to this day. Jerusalem was 
destroyed and the Jews scattered in A.D. 70. However, their 
trouble will not be forever. It will be past soon, though not until 
after the Tribulation when they look upon Him Whom they have 
pierced (Zech. 12:10). 

Å He released Barabbas and delivered Jesus to be cruciþed 
—27:26 
- This was evidence of Pilateõs weakness. It was politics. He did 
that which was expedient politically. 
- Pilate scourged Jesus þrst. Scourging was a terrible ÿogging with 
a whip that had pieces of bone or metal embedded in its thongs. 
It was a cruel and bloody punishment, and no doubt  it seriously 
weakened Jesus. 

5. The terrible physical abuse of the King  ñ27:27-30 
Å In the òcommon halló (the Praetorium) ñ Pilateõs residence in 
Jerusalem. ñ27:27 
Å Their abuse: 

(1) The mockery  —27:28
Å Scarlet robe ñ worn by kings ñ  
Å He had admitted to being òKing of the Jewsó ñ27:11  

(2) Crown of thorns   —27:29a  

Å Remember the curse. (Gen. 3:18)
Å The Holy One of God took the curse upon His head. 
Å This world is still under the curse, but it will not be so 
forever (Rom. 8:18ð23). 

(3) Beaten with a reed  —27:29b & 30 

Å See Isa. 50:6 
Å It was a weak and perishable reed. 
Å Some day His hand will hold a sceptre (Gen. 49:10), and 
He will rule this world with a rod of iron (Rev. 19:15). 


















