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 OVERVIEW OF TITUS 

•	 Titus 1: 

1.	 OPENING SALUTATION  	 —Titus 1:1-4  
1.	 Paul’s Special personal notes   	 —1:1-4 

(1)	 What he was 	 —1:1a 
-1.	 A servant of God 

•	 “servant,” Gr. doúlos, “a bondslave.” 
-	 In my notes on Rom. 1:1: “He had formerly been a bondslave 
of Satan. He was redeemed, and is now a willing slave of the 
Lord, bound to his Master with bonds of love.”  

-	 In my notes on Phil. 1:1: “He had bound others (Acts 9:1-2; 
22:4-5; 26:9-11). Now he is bound, not by chains, but by the 
love of Christ and the purpose of God (see I Tim. 1:12).” 

•	 He was a bondman of God. 

-2.	 An apostle of Jesus Christ 
•	 “apostle,” Gr. apóstolos, “a delegate, messenger, one sent forth 
with orders.” From apo, “from,” and stello, “to send,” he was 
literally “one sent forth.”  
-	 Paul had been sent forth with a message. 
-	 He was God’s apostle to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13). 

•	 He was a sent-one of Jesus Christ. 

(2)	Why he was those things —1:1b 
-1.	 According to the faith of God’s elect 

•	 “according to,” Gr. katá. 
-	 Paul was one of God’s elect, and as such he had faith. His 
call to be a bondslave and an apostle was “according to” that 
faith. 
—	In the first two Pastoral Epistles, Paul strongly emphasized 

sound doctrine. In Titus the emphasis is sound behavior 
which naturally springs from that sound teaching. 

-	 It was with reference to his faith as one of God’s elect. 
—	This faith is God’s norm, it consists of the basic beliefs 

which He has set forth. We may refer to these as the basic, 
fundamental beliefs set forth in God’s word. 

—	The elect are called upon to defend as well as to live this 
faith. 

•	 Thus, according to the basic message of the Epistle, the word 
“faith” here most likely refers to the body of doctrine which the 
elect are called to defend and to live. 

•	 Also, how does one become one of God’s elect? 
-	 See I Pet. 1:2: 
A.	 It is “according to the foreknowledge of God the Fa-

ther.” 
-	 God the Father foreknows His elect. 
-	 This is the work of the Father. 

B.	 It is also “through sanctification of the Spirit.” 
-	 The Holy Spirit sets the elect apart. 
-	 They are set apart “unto obedience.” 
-	 And they are set apart to the “sprinkling of the Blood 
of Jesus Christ.” 

-	 This is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Titus 1:1-4 — What does Paul tell us about himself, 
God, and Titus in these opening verses?
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C.	 And it is “unto … the sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus 
Christ.” 
-	 This is the work of the Son. 

-	 See II Thess. 2:13 to see how He has “chosen“ us to salva-
tion: 
A.	 It is “through sanctification of the Spirit.” 

-	 The Holy Spirit sets His chosen apart. 
B.	 And it is “through …belief of the truth.” 

-	 Election begins with faith (Cf. Eph. 2:8-10). 
C.	 He has done this “from the beginning.” 

-	 He sovereignly chose the means of salvation “from the 
beginning.” More on this later. 

-2.	 And according to the acknowledging of the truth 
•	 “acknowledging,” Gr. epígnosis, “precise and correct knowledge,” 
“thorough knowledge.” 
-	 In II Tim. 2:25 we see that God gives repentance based upon 
the acknowledging of the truth. 

-	 Paul acknowledged God’s Truth (sound doctrine), and thus, 
he was the Lord’s bondslave and apostle. 

•	 The truth is “after godliness.” 
-	 “after,” Gr. katá, again. It is “according to” godliness. 
-	 Notice godliness and how it comes in Tit. 2:11-12. We shall 
look at that passage in more depth later on. 

-	 We must consent to the “doctrine which is according to godli-
ness” (I Tim. 6:3). Looseness in doctrine makes for looseness 
in living. 

-	 If the truth we believe does not lead to godliness there is 
something very wrong with the foundation or basis of our 
faith. Grace teaches us that we must deny ungodliness and 
live godly lives (2:12-14). 

(3)	Paul’s expectation as he wrote 	 —1:2 
-1.	 It is in hope of eternal life 

A.	 What “hope” is 
•	 “hope,” Gr. elpís, “expectation.” 
-	 Hope (expectation) is based upon the promises of God. 

—	Any Christian who lacks hope is not acquainted with the 
Scriptures. He has not grasped God’s assurances. 

—	Christ in us is “the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 
B.	 Hope of eternal life 

•	 Though eternal life is a present possession, it is still a hope, 
because there are many aspects of it which are yet unreal-
ized. 

•	 There is more about “the hope of eternal life” in Titus 3:7. 
•	 As Paul wrote this he was resting upon the hope of eternal 
life, and he was looking even beyond: “… for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). 

-2.	 The promise of that eternal life 
•	 Eternal life was promised before the world began. 
-	 Before the world began (prò chrónon aioníon, lit., “before 
the ages of time”). This refers to the world in the sense of its 
ages. 

-	 These are what we call God’s redemptive ages which began 
after the fall of Adam. 
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—	Paul gives a similar statement in II Tim. 1:1. He said he was 
“an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to 
the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus.” The Lord God 
gave that clear promise in Gen. 3:15. This is the promise 
of life. It was given before the ages of time had begun to 
run their course. 
Sin had entered the world through Adam, and death came 
by sin (Rom. 5:12), but man was not to be left under that 
sentence of death. God promised to send His divine Son 
as the Savior of mankind. 

—	He promised eternal life before those ages began, and since 
He cannot lie, He will keep His promise. Therefore we have 
hope. Hope is an expectation based upon a sure promise. 
His Word gives that promise. 

•	 Salvation was not an afterthought, it was purposed before 
creation. 
-	 Jesus Christ is “the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world” (Rev. 13:8). 

-	 The Lord God’s promise of salvation was made before the 
beginning of the ages of time. 

-	 In II Tim. 1:9-11, His purpose and grace was given in Christ 
Jesus before the beginning of time in General (Gr. chrónos). 
Again, we refer to the promise of Gen. 3:15. 

•	 It was promised by a God Who cannot lie. 
-	 God is Truth (John 14:6, and see Eph. 4:20-21). His truth 

pervades the universe, whether it is mathematical truth, logical 
truth, moral truth, or spiritual truth. All truth is rooted in the 
divine nature. 

-	 As related to His creatures, we see this attribute shown in His 
veracity (truthfulness) and in His faithfulness. 

-	 Some important passages about His veracity: 
—	Numbers 23:19 

God does not lie, and He does not change His mind. He 
will keep His promises. 

—	I Samuel 15:29 
God will not lie or repent (in the sense of being sorry or 
regretting). 

—	II Timothy 2:13 
God is always true to Himself. He is truth, therefore, he 
will be faithful and true toward His creatures. 

—	Romans 3:4 
God is always true. He will always be faithful toward man. 
In contrast, every man is a liar. 

-	 God is truthful, and that means that He is faithful toward 
mankind. 

-	 Some important passages concerning His faithfulness: 
—	I Corinthians 1:8-9 

He, the one who called us unto the fellowship of His Son, 
is faithful. He will confirm us unto the end.  The end result 
of that confirmation is: That we may be blameless “in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

—	I Corinthians 10:13 
God will not allow us to be tempted above what we are 
able to bear, but He will always make us a way of escape 
so that we can bear that temptation. 

—	I John 1:9 
He is faithful and just to forgive our sins when we confess 
them. We can count on Him for this. 
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-	 One passage where we see a double assurance: 
—	Hebrews 6:13-18  

Here God’s promise to Abraham is unchangeable for two 
reasons: 
(1)	 The promise made to Abraham in itself. That was God’s 

Word to Abraham. 
We saw in Num. 23:19 that God does not lie or 
repent. 

(2)	 Then there was His oath which rests upon His very 
person, He could swear by no greater, he sware by 
himself. 

-3.	 The presentation of that eternal life —1:3 
•	 He manifested His Word in due times. 
-	 “manifested,” Gr. phaneróo, “to make visible.” 
-	 “in due times,” — “times,” Gr. kairós, “a season,” or “a period.” 
“due,” Gr. ídios, “one’s own.” Thus, “due times” refers to an 
appointed season. Today is the season of evangelization. 

-	 The “fulness of time” came, and “God sent forth his Son” as 
the redeemer (see Gal. 4:4-5). 

-	 Christ was testified in due time (I Tim. 2:6). 
-	 Grace appeared, teaching (Titus 2:11-14). 

•	 He manifested it through preaching. 
-	 “preaching,” Gr. kérugma, “that which is proclaimed by a herald 
or public crier.” This is the substance of what is proclaimed as 
distinct from the act of preaching. 

-	 See my notes on II Tim. 4:2a which explain about preaching 
the Word.  

-	 It has “pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save 
them that believe” (I Cor. 1:21). 

•	 That preaching was committed to Paul. 
-	 The Glorious Gospel had been committed to Paul’s trust (I 

Tim. 1:11). 
•	 That commitment was by the commandment of Christ. 
-	 We can see Paul’s initial call in Acts 9:15 and 26:15-18. 
-	 He referred to this call in I Tim. 2:7 and II Tim. 1:11. 

(4)	 Paul addressed the Epistle to Titus 	 —1:4 
-1.	 Paul had led Titus to the Lord. 

A.	 He called him “mine own son ….” 
•	 Paul addressed Timothy in the same way (I Tim. 1:2 and II 

Tim. 1:2). 
•	 See my notes on those passages. 

B.	 The common faith. 
•	 “common,” Gr. koinós, “common, belonging to several.” 
This refers to things had in common, or that faith in which 
all Christians share. 

•	 We might say that all of the members of our Local Church 
should possess the “common faith,” that is, they all must 
trust the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

-2.	 Then, Paul’s usual salutation follows. 
•	 This is Paul’s usual greeting. See my notes on this in various of 
the Epistles. 

2.	 The assignment of Titus in Crete 	 —1:5-16 
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2.	 WHAT TITUS WAS TO DO IN CRETE 	 —1:5-16 
1.	 Ordain Elders 	 —1:5-9  

(1)	 The twofold task in Crete —1:5 
•	 Crete: A large island in the Mediterranean, about 150 miles in length 
and from 6 to 35 miles wide. 

-1.	 To set things in order 
•	 “set in order,” Gr. epidiorthóo, “
•	 “the things that are wanting,” Gr. leípo, 

-2.	 To ordain Elders in every city. 
•	 “ordain,” Gr. kathístemi, “to set, place, put.” 
•  Acts 14:23 — After the elders were ordained the groups of 

disciples were called churches.

(2)	 Qualifications for Elders 	 —1:6-9 
•	 In these verses we see that Elder (1:5) and Bishop (1:7) are used 
synonymously to speak of the same office. 

-1.	 “blameless” (1:6, 7) 
•	 “blameless,” Gr. anégkletos, “that cannot be called to account.” 
From a, negative, and enkaléo, “to call in.” 

•	 According to Vine, it means to have “nothing laid to one’s charge 
(as the result of public investigation. … It implies not merely 
acquittal, but the absence of even a charge or accusation against 
a person.” 

•	 I Tim. 3:2a we also see the word “blameless.” 
-	 There the word “blameless” is from the Gr. anepíleptos, lit. 
meaning “that cannot be laid hold of,” hence, not open to 
censure. It does not mean that everyone will like him, but it 
does mean that there is no charge they can lay against him. 

-2.	 “husband of one wife” (1:6) 
•	 Lit., “a man of one wife.” 
•	 This too appears in I Tim. 3:2b. Please consult my notes on that 
passage, where I discuss some of the many views about this. 

-3.	 “having faithful children’ (1:6) 
•	 I Tim. 3:4-5 says that he must be one who rules well his own 

house. See my notes on I Tim. 3:4-5 passage. 
•	  He must have believing children, children who are full of 

faith. 

-4.	 “not accused of riot or unruly” (1:6) 
•	 “riot,” Gr. asotía, “an abandoned, dissolute life.” It means he is 

irresponsible and undisciplined. 
•	 “unruly,” Gr. anupótaktos, “not subject to rule,” “cannot be 
subjected to control.” 

•	 Now, this can refer either to the Elder or to his children, it should 
not be true of either. 

•	 They must be concerned about living a life that glorifies the Lord, 
rather than satisfying their personal desires. 

-5.	 “blameless as the steward of God” (1:7) 
•	 Blameless, as above. 
•	 “steward,” Gr. oikonómos. He has been entrusted by God with 
something, he must be blameless in that stewardship. 
-	 See I Cor. 4:2, “… it is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.” 

Titus 1:5 — What was Titus to do in Crete?

Titus 1:6-9 — What qualifications for Elders are 
given in this passage and how do they compare 
with those given in I Timothy 3:2-7?
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-	 He is a steward of “the mysteries of God,” among other 
things. 

•	 The Elder cannot rightfully claim that his ministry is his own. 
He is only a steward called to carefully manage that which God 
has entrusted into his hands. 
-	 It all came from God (John 3:27), it must be managed for the 
glory of God, and the Elder will give account to God for the 
manner in which he manages his stewardship. 

-6.	 “not selfwilled” (1:7) 
•	 “selfwilled,” authádes, lit., “self-pleasing.” 
-	 He is not to be a headstrong man who demands his own way 
regardless of the interests of others. See II Pet. 2:10. 

-	 The Elder must always recognize that he is a leader, not a 
dictator. 

-7.	 “not soon angry” (1:7) 
•	 “soon angry,” Gr. orgílos, “prone to anger.” 
-	 He is not easily provoked to anger. This means he must not 
have a quick temper. 

-	 There is such a thing as righteous anger against sin (Eph. 4:26), 
but most often our anger is directed against people. 

•	 According to I Tim. 3:3e, he should not be a “brawler.”
-	 This is an adjective, literally “not fighting,” and it came to 
denote, metaphorically, not contentious. See also Titus 3:2. 
(Titus 1:7, “not soon angry.” A peace maker.) 
The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle! (II 
Tim. 2:24). 

-	 More references about being quick to anger: Prov. 14:17; 15:18; 
16:32; James 1:19-20. 

-8.	 “not given to wine” (1:7) 
•	 “given to wine,” Gr. pároinos, “literally, “one who sits long at 
(beside, pará) his wine (oinos).” 

•	 He must not be given to wine. —also I Tim 3:3a 
-	 Remember the shame of drink as depicted in the Bible in the 
lives of Lot, Noah, and Nabal? Had Lot not been a drinker 
he could not have been enticed into his shameful act with his 
daughters. How important it is that we consider with a serious 
mind and carefully avoid the sin of drunkenness! 

-9.	 “no striker” (1:7) 
•	 “striker,” Gr. pléktes, “a striker,” “a brawler.” This is one who is 
ready to lash out with his fists upon provocation. 
-	 The Elder must not be a violent man. Also see I Tim. 3:3b. 

-10.	 “not given to filthy lucre” (1:7) 
•	 “given to filthy lucre,” Gr. aischrokerdés, “greedy for base gain.” 

The word kérdos means, “gain,” and aischrós, “filthy, base, 
shameful.” 

•	 See my notes on I Tim. 3:3c where this same word is used. 

-11.	 “a lover of hospitality” (1:8) 
•	 “a lover of hospitality,” Gr. philóxenos, lit., “a love of strang-
ers.” This word is also used in  I Tim. 3:2; Rom. 12:13, and Heb. 
13:2. 

•	 My notes on I Tim. 3:2 give the following: 
-	 In Rom. 16:5 the Church at Rome is seen to be meeting in the 
home of Priscilla and Aquila. This seems to have been the way 
in which that dedicated couple served the Lord, so they moved 
from city to city and made their home available to Churches. 
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-	 See the rest of my notes on I Tim. 3:2. 

-12.	 “a lover of good men” (1:8) 
•	 Gr. philágathos, lit., “a lover of that which is good.” It refers to 
being a lover of all that is good, and that includes men. 
-	 If he is a lover of good things, that would include prayer, 
preaching, reading, meditation, spiritual conversation, and 
many other such things. If he is not a lover of good men, he 
cannot be of  benefit to them. The Elder must love good books, 
good music and good men. 

-13.	 “sober” (1:8) 
•	 “sober,” Gr. sóphron, literally meaning “of sound mind.” He is 
not silly or foolish, but is sensible. The Pastor has many important 
decisions to make, he must be of sensible mind, and thoughtful 
in making them. 

•	 See I Tim. 3:2d. 

-14.	 “just” (1:8) 
•	 “just," Gr. díkaios. This is a legal term and it refers to the verdict 
pronounced by the divine Judge. 
[1]	 He is justified, that is, declared righteous on the basis of his 

faith. See Rom. 4:3, 5. 
[2]	 He is righteous in his dealings with others. 

•	 He must be an upright man. 

-15.	 “holy” (1:8) 
•	 The Elder has been set apart unto holiness, thus he must live a 
life which is in keeping with that sanctification. 
-	 Every believer is “sanctified in Christ Jesus” (I Cor. 1:2). 
-	 Christ is made unto us “wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption” (I Cor. 1:30). Thus, He is our 
sanctification. 

•	 No man can see the Lord without holiness (Heb. 12:14). 
•	 He calls every believer to holiness as the Lord Himself is holy 
(I Pet. 1:15-16). 
-	 He must be unstained with sin. 

-16.	 “temperate” (1:8) 
•	 “temperate,” Gr. egkratés, from en, “in,” and krátos, “strength,” 
lit., “in strength.” It refers to one having self control, or having 
power over himself. 

•	 Temperance is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). 
-	 He must be temperate in all things, in eating, in the control of 

all his passions and appetites. The Christian must always have 
control of his appetites. 

-	 Paul said, “But I keep under my body, and bring it unto subjec-
tion: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway” (See I Cor. 9:27). 

-	 The Elder must be so disciplined with regard to time that he 
gets his work done as it should be done, being   faithful to 
his appointments, faithful in his study of the Word, and very 
faithful in his prayer life. 

-17.	 “Holding fast the faithful word” (1:9) 
•	 “holding fast,” Gr. antéchomai (antécho), “to hold firmly to,” 
to “cleave to.” The Elder must hold the Word of God firmly. It 
is the faithful Word. 
-	 “faithful,” Gr. pistós, “trusty,” “that can be relied upon.” We 

can rely upon God’s Word. 
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•	 The Elder must have been taught the Word. 
-	 He must be a prepared man — taught in the Word. 
-	 I Tim. 3:2 tells us he must be “apt to teach” (able to teach). 
-	 He must be a “workman that needeth not to be ashamed,” and 
he can only do that through a study of God’s Word (II Tim. 
2:15). 

-	 Therefore, he must hold that Word fast “as he hath been 
taught.” 

•	 How he can correct the “gainsayers.” 
-	 We saw an example of this in our study of II Tim. 2:24-25. 
See my notes on that passage. 

-	 “gainsayerers,” Gr. antílego, lit., “a speaker against.” One who 
opposes the Word of God, or God’s messenger. A gainsayer is 
one who contradicts sound doctrine. 

-	 How does he do this? 
—	He is able to “exhort,” Gr. parakaléo, lit., “to call to one’s 

side.” It means “to admonish,” or “to encourage.” 
He must be able to use the Word of God to exhort. See my 
notes on II Tim. 2:24-25: First, the “servant of the Lord” 
must instruct. Repentance then will come as a result of 
“the acknowledging of the truth.” Repentance is never 
the result of quarreling and wrangling. Those things never 
bring repentance. 

—	He is able to convince, Gr. elégcho, “to convince,” “to 
convict,” “to refute.” 
He must be able to use the Word of God to convince (con-
vict). It must always be recognized that it is the Holy Spirit 
who applies the Word of God (John 16:7-11), the Word of 
God is the Sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:17b). 

2.	 Warn against false teachers and false doctrine 	—1:10-16 
•	 This gives a description of the “gainsayers,” and it tells what must be done 
about them. 

(1)	 What these people are 	 —1:10 
-1.	 They are unruly. 

•	 “unruly,” Gr. anupótaktos, “not subject to rule,” (from a, nega-
tive, n, euponic, hupotásso, “to put in subjection.”) 

•	 These are persons who are not submissive to the Word of God, 
or to the Gospel of Christ. They will not submit themselves to 
those who  have the rule over them. Or they may pay little or no 
attention to the admonitions of the church, and they resist every 
semblance of order. 
-	 God’s Word calls for submission to truth. 

-2.	 They are vain talkers. 
•	 “vain talkers,” Gr. mataiológos, lit., “to speak idly.” 
•	 Their discourses are empty. They trifle with superficial things, 
which have no substance to them. 
-	 They may have impressed people with their empty talk, but it 
had no content or substance. 

-	 How are they corrected? It is by “sound doctrine,” by the truth 
of the Word of God. The Word of God has substance. 

-3.	 They are deceivers. 
•	 “deceivers,” Gr. phrenapátes, “a mind deceiver, a seducer.” Lit., 
it is to deceive in one’s mind. In Gal. 6:3 we see self deceit. It is 
the same Greek word. That is a sin against all common sense. 

Titus 1:10-16 — In these verses Paul describes the 
Cretians (v.v. 10, 12), what they do (v. 11b), 
what must be done to help them and why (v.v. 
11a, 13-16).
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•	 Those who are especially guilty: “they of the circumcision.” 
-	 This refers to those who required keeping the law for salvation and/
or sanctification (Gal. 2:12). 

-	 These deceivers were interested in “filthy lucre.” —1:11
-	 They adhered to “Jewish fables” (Gr. múthos, “myths”). 

(2)	What must be done about them 	 —1:11a 
•	 Their mouths must be stopped. 
-	 “mouths stopped,” Gr. epistomízo, (from epí, “upon,” and stóma, 
“the mouth”). To put something on the mouth. 

-	 How would their mouths be stopped? By the Word of God as it is 
held fast, and used to “exhort” and “convince” the opponents of 
truth. 

(3)	What they do 	 —1:11b 
-1.	 They subvert whole houses. 

•	 “subvert,” Gr. anatrépo, lit., “to turn up or over” (from aná, “up,” 
and trépo, “to turn”). To upset. See II Tim 2:18, “overthrow.” 
That is, these contradictors (“gainsayers”) overthrow entire 
families. 
-	 This is  very serious, so for that reason, their mouths must be 

stopped. 

-2.	 They do this by teaching things which they ought not. 
•	 They were teaching falsehoods rather than the pure Word of God, 
which the Elder is to “hold fast.” 

-3.	 They do this for money (“filthy lucre”). 
•	 The Elder is not to be greedy of filthy lucre (Titus 1:7 and I Tim. 
3:3). 
-	 They give no thought to the glory of God, to the honour of 
Christ and to His best interest, nor do they consider the good 
of immortal souls. Their greatest interest is that of personal 
gain, of gathering worldly substance. 

-	 See I Tim. 6:5-10, and see my notes on that passage. 
•	 He is to stop the mouths of those who are greedy for material 
gain. 

(4)	 The nature of the Cretans and God’s cure. 	 —1:12-16 
-1.	 The characterization of the Cretans —1:12 

•	 The quote was taken from the Cretan poet Epimenides, who 
exaggerated for effect. This was the testimony of one of their 
own. 

•	 That poet had said the Cretans were: 
[1]	 Liars — Always liars. To “Cretanize” was to lie. 
[2]	 Gluttons — Slow bellies, meaning they were idle glut-

tons. 

-2.	 The cure for the Cretans —1:13-15 
•	 What Titus was to do in view of this —1:13 
-	 He was to understand that the witness just given was true. 
-	 He was to act accordingly and “rebuke them sharply.” 
-	 The purpose of the rebuke: “that they may be sound in the 
faith.” 
—	This is the faith of which Paul had spoken in 1:1. It is that 

system of sound doctrine to which Paul adhered, and to 
which he exhorted Titus to adhere also. 

•	 Things he was to tell them to avoid: 
[1]	 To not “give heed” to Jewish fables. —1:14 

-	 “fables,” Gr. múthos, “a story, narrative, fiction,” (Eng. 



“Salting the Oats”

©
 2000, 2011 - Pioneer Educational R

esources
12017 Aragon Ave., St.. Louis, M

O
 63138

824

Raising Godly Generations Titus

7/20/11

“myth”). See I Tim. 1:4 and my notes on that passage. 
[2]	 To not give heed to the “commandments of men.” 

-	 In the Old Testament Isaiah spoke of the precepts of men 
(Isa. 29:13). 

-	 Jesus warned of the commandments of men (Matt. 15:9 
and Mark 7:7). 

-	 Paul spoke of the commandments of men in Col. 2:20-23, 
and he warned against following them. 

[3]	 To not hold Jewish scruples about the clean and the unclean, 
and about foods —1:15 
-	 Jewish legalists made elaborate distinctions between clean 
and unclean, often going far beyond the Law (Matt. 15:11, 
17-20). 

-	 Whether one eats meat or does not eat meat, it makes no 
difference at all: “Unto the pure all things are pure.” The 
distinctions between clean and unclean foods were ended 
(Acts 10:15; I Tim. 4:3-5). 

-	 To the lost (“defiled and unbelieving”) nothing is pure. 
Their lives, thoughts, and motives are contrary to God. 

-	 Purity is an internal matter. It is of the “mind and con-
science,” not in external scruples and forms. See Luke 
11:41. 

-3.	 The proof of the Cretans’ profession —1:16 
•	 They profess that they know God. 
-	 But that isn’t enough, because … 

•	 They deny Him in their works. 
-	 Their works show what they really are. 

•	 What they are: 
-	 “abominable,” Gr. bdeluktós, “detestable,” “repugnant.”  
-	 “disobedient,” Gr. apeithés, lit., “unpersuadable.” They will 
not accept the teaching of God’s Word. See this word in 3:3, 
“disobedient.” 

-	 “reprobate” unto every good work. Reprobate. Tested and 
found unfit, disapproved (See I Cor. 9:27). 

•	 Concluding thought: Ceremonies, rituals, Church attendance, 
or any other such thing cannot change the heart of man. Only 
the Word of God can change the human heart. Timothy was to 
hold fast the faithful Word, and by sound doctrine (teaching) to 
exhort and to convince the gainsayers. When the heart is changed 
the life will be changed, and it will show. Saving faith produces 
a godly life. Truth apprehended in the soul produces piety in the 
life. Contrariwise, loose doctrine makes for loose living.  

•	 Titus 2: 

3.	 THE VARIED MINISTRY OF TITUS  	 —2:1-10 
1.	 His ministry to various groups of people. 

(1)	 He was to emphasize sound doctrine 	 —2:1 
•	 “become,” Gr. prépo, “befit.” That which is in accord with sound 
doctrine (teaching). 

•	 Doctrine and practice must be in harmony. He was to teach that which 
causes behavior to be in accord with belief. 
-	 It starts with “But,” showing that it is in contrast to the doctrine  of 
the false teachers just mentioned at the end of Chapter 1. 

•	 Thus, he was to teach each of the various members of Christian society 
truth which would be appropriate to their specific group. 

Titus 2:1-10 — In this passage Paul instructs us to 
teach that which benefits sound doctrine. What 
are we to teach and why?
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(2)	What to teach each group  	 —2:2-6 
-1.	 The aged men —2:2 

•	 Be “sober,” Gr. nepháleos, (from népho, “to be free from the 
influence of intoxicants,” however, it is used in association with 
watchfulness in the New Testament.) Thus, here Paul is talking 
about vigilance. 

•	 Be “grave,” Gr. semnós, “serious.” This word is from sébomai, 
“to reverence.” It carries the sense of gravity and dignity com-
bined. We might say, he should be dignified. Dignity gives the 
old saint authority. 

•	 Be “temperate,” Gr. sóphron, literally meaning “of sound mind.” 
He is not to be silly or foolish, but is sensible. The aged men 
must be of sound judgment. 

•	 Be “sound in faith”: “sound,” Gr. hugiáino, “in good health”; 
“faith,” Gr. pístis. He must be of “healthy” faith (see 1:13). It is 
the faith (that is, Christian truth). He must definitely know what 
he believes. And his doctrine must be in keeping with the Word 
of God. 

•	 Sound in “charity,” Gr. agápe. Charity, love (agápe) is the 
Christian’s duty. The aged man must have a “healthy” love for 
all of his fellow believers. 

•	 Sound in “patience,” Gr. hupomoné, from hupó, “under,” and méno, 
“to remain.” Lit., to stay under, or to be persistent,  steadfast. He 
needs patience in the trials that come his way. 

-2.	The aged women —2:3-5 
•	 “likewise,” Gr.  hosaútos, “in like manner,” possessing the same 
qualities as the aged men, plus some more: 

•	 Be “in behaviour as becometh holiness”: “behaviour,” “de-
meanor.” Gr. katástema, “becometh,” Gr. hieroprepés, “that 
which is suitable to holiness,” “reverence.” These aged women 
must always reflect holiness. Every aspect of life is sacred to the 
child of God. 

•	 Be “not false accusers,” Gr. diábolos, “prone to slander, slanderous, 
accusing falsely.” See I Tim. 3:11 and my notes for that passage. 
The devil (Gr. diabolos) is “the accuser of our brethren,” (Rev. 
12:10). The word “devil” is used as a title of Satan in the New 
Testament 34 times. 
-	 How could any woman dare to become a she devil by making 

it a practice of slandering others? 
•	 Be “not given to much wine”: “given, Gr. doulóo, “a bondslave.” 
She is not to be a bondslave of much wine, not an addict or a 
drunkard. 

•	 Be “teachers of good things,” Gr. kalodidáskalos, “teaching that 
which is good.” Of course, this teaching was not to be the public 
teaching of men, but as in the following verses. 

•	 The aged women are to teach the young women (2:4-5). 

•	 The elderly comprise one of the greatest forces for an effective spiritual 
ministry in the Local Church. Wise is the Pastor who will utilize them 
and their experience. 

-3.	The young women —2:4-5 
•	 They are to be taught by the aged women. (See what they are to 
be taught.) 

•	 Notice, Titus was not told to teach the younger women. This is 
not a job for the Pastor, for it might not always be possible for 
him to be discreet. If he has properly taught the “aged women,” 
they can in turn teach the young women. 
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•	 To be “sober,” Gr. sophronízo, “to cause to be of sound mind,” 
“to restore to one's senses.” The English word “sober” occurs 
four times in Titus, as follows: 
A.	 In Tit. 1:8 (sóphron) as a qualification for the Elder.  
B.	 In Tit. 2:2 (nepháleos) for “the aged men.”  
C.	 Here in Tit. 2:4 for the young women. 
D.	 In Tit. 2:6 (sophronéo) for the young men. 
-	 This has a lot to do with her outlook on the rest of her respon-
sibilities. She must think right if she is to behave properly. 

•	 To “love their husbands”: The young women are to be taught to 
love their husbands. 
-	 Love for husband should be a natural emotion, but far too often 
the pressure of society on the young women causes them to be 
critical of their husbands. 

Note: Love is a Decision …. Divorce is rampant in Today’s 
society because  couples believe that as soon as feelings 
of ambivalence or dislike replace the emotional love they 
once had for their mate, they have no choice but to separate. 
However, Scripture doesn’t teach that love is an emotion that 
can be accepted or rejected. Scripture teaches that love is 
a command to obey. 
Throughout the Bible, we are commanded to love God, our 
neighbors, our wives, and our enemies. “Love is not oceans of 
emotions. It isn’t an itch too deep to scratch. It isn’t something 
you fall into.” Love is a decision of the will to obey God’s 
command, whether you feel like it or not. 
So, how do we love when we don’t feel like it, and when 
those around us are so unlovable? The Bible shows us how 
when it says, “For God so loved the world that He gave ….” 
Husbands are to love their wives by giving of themselves as 
Christ gave Himself to the church. Galatians 2:20 says Jesus 
loved us and gave Himself for us. We are told in Scripture to 
give food and drink to enemies who hunger and thirst. Get the 
picture? Giving results from love. When you make the decision 
to love, you then give. Do not wait until warm feelings prompt 
you. Act out of obedience to God’s command, allowing the Holy 
Spirit to equip you. —Jay Adams, Tabletalk 2/97. 

•	 To “love their children”: They are to be taught to love their 
children. 
-	 Why should the young women have to be taught to love their 
offspring, since this is also a natural emotion? They need to 
understand, however, that love is not indulgence. True love 
calls for sensible discipline (see Prov. 3:12; and Heb. 12:6-8). 
We sometimes hear a parent say that they love their child too 
much to discipline him or her. Of course, that is not true love. 
See Prov. 13:24. 

•	 To be “discreet,” Gr. sóphron, “of a sound mind.” See “temperate” 
(2:2). The young women also should not be silly or foolish, but 
they must be sensible.

•	 To be “chaste,” Gr. hagnós, “pure from carnality,” “modest.” 
She is pure in mind and heart, and completely faithful to her 
husband. 

•	 To be “keepers at home,” Gr. oikourós, lit., “watching or keep-
ing the home.” She is to care for the house, minding  household 
affairs. She is not to be a lazy busybody. 
-	 Paul gives a similar instruction in I Tim. 5:14, where he says 
they are to “… guide the house.” See my notes on that pas-
sage. 
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•	 To be “good,” Gr. agathós, “good in a moral sense.”  She should 
be doing that which is good and beneficial to others, particularly 
to those in her own home. 

•	 To be “obedient to their own husbands,” The word “obedient,” 
Gr. hupotásso, is the same word used in Eph. 5:22 and translated, 
“submit yourselves.” It has to do with being in subjection as a 
wife. Here it is a passive participle, meaning that she is to subject 
herself. The Scriptures teach that the husband is the head of the 
home. See my notes on Eph. 5:21-24, dealing with headship and 
submission. See how the submission of the wife is presented in 
Eph. 5:22, “submit yourselves … as unto the Lord.” 

•	 This was so that the Word of God not be “blasphemed.” 
-	 The Word is mentioned in Titus 1:3, 9 and here. Sound doctrine 
comes from the Word (1:9). This chapter begins with, “But 
speak thou the things which become sound doctrine,” then 
the instructions to each of the groups springs from that sound 
doctrine. The Word (doctrine) instructs these young women 
in these certain areas. That Word is blasphemes if they fail to 
comply with it. 

-	 “I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, 
guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak 
reproachfully” (I Tim. 5:14). 

-	 Wrecked homes (divorces, family problems) cause unsaved 
people to sneer at the Bible, and at God, the Author of the 
Bible. 

-4.	The young men —2:6 
•	 “likewise,” Gr. hosaútos, see this word in 2:3. He was to exhort 

(parakaléo, “admonish”) them “likewise,” in like manner as he 
exhorted the other three groups. This may mean, as it did above 
(2:3) that the young men are to possess the same characteristics 
as the rest. Of course, if those things are right for some, they are 
right for all. 

•	 Be “sober minded,” Gr. sophronéo, lit., “to be of a sound mind,” 
or “to be soberminded.” [See Rom. 12:3; II Cor. 5:13; I Pet. 4:7.] 
be reasonable, be sensible, cool head, balanced mind.  

•	 These are the things that become sound doctrine, they help to reinforce 
the teaching of God’s Word. 

(3)	He was to be an example. 	 —2:7-8 
-1.	 In all things 

•	 “In all things showing thyself a pattern.” That is, in all of the 
above-mentioned things: 
-	 “In,” Gr. perì, “about,” “concerning.” Eight times this word is 
translated, “as touching.” E.g., I Cor. 8:1; 16:12, and I Thess. 
4:8.  Also think of it as, “pertaining to,” “with respect to.” 

-	 “all things,” Gr. pánta, or pas.  
-	 The words perì pánta, “in all things,” should be considered in 
reference to the persons mentioned above, and the behaviour 
which is required in them. The Apostle Paul had given direc-
tions relative to the conduct of old men (Tit. 2:2), of old women 
(Tit. 2:3), of young women (Tit. 2:4), and of young men, (Tit. 
2:6). Titus was to show himself a pattern of good works in all 
of the things mentioned. 

•	 Being an example to be  emulated: “… showing thyself a pattern 
of good works.” 
-	 “showing,” Gr. parécho. “to show one’s self to be.” 
-	 “pattern,” Gr. túpos, “a type,” or “an ensample (example).” 
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-	 Paul made himself an example to the Thessalonian believers 
(II Thess. 3:9). He also urged the Philippian believers to use 
him and his fellows as an example by which to measure other 
Christian workers (Phil. 3:17). 

•	 In all of those things Titus was to be an example of Good 
works. 
-	 The theme of this Epistle is good behavior. Loose doctrine 
makes for loose living, sound doctrine makes for godly living. 
He was to speak “the things which become sound doctrine” 
(2:1). 

-	 Consider Daniel: His opponents “sought to find occasion 
against” him, “but they could find none occasion nor fault; 
forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or 
fault found in him” (Dan. 6:4). So it must always be. 

-2.	 In doctrine 
•	 In his “doctrine” (teaching), Titus was to be an example in the 
following three ways:  
A.	Showing “uncorruptness” — Gr. adiaphthoría, from a, 

negative, and diaphtheíro, “to corrupt utterly, through and 
through.” 
-	 He must not be corrupted from sound doctrine himself. 

B.	 Showing “gravity” — Gr. semnótes, “dignity.” Doctrine must 
always be taught with dignity, in such a way that shows rever-
ence for God’s Truth and which in turn builds reverence for 
God’s Truth. 

C.	 Showing “sincerity” — Gr. aphtharsía, from a, neg., and 
phtheíro, “to destroy by means of corrupting,” and so “bring-
ing into a worse state” (Vine). 
[1.	He dared not corrupt the Truth taught. It had to be untainted 

with error and in complete harmony with God’s Word. It 
must have no taint of heresy or of impurity. 

[2.	He must be sensitive to those whom he teaches that they 
not be corrupted morally or spiritually. 

Note: The word, aphtharsía translated “sincerity,” is questioned 
by some. The usual culprits attempt to omit it from the Greek 
text. However, as usual, it belongs there. I will propose a reason 
why this word is in dispute: 
[1.	 Since adiaphthoría and aphtharsía are related words and 

they practically mean the same thing, some of the copyists 
may have thought they were redundant, so they left off the 
third word of the series. 

[2.	 However, there is a slight difference in meaning between 
the two words. As I see it, the first, adiaphthoría, refers to 
the teaching of Titus. He must not corrupt others by his 
teaching. The second, aphtharsía, refers to Titus person-
ally — he must not allow himself to be corrupted. Thus, he 
must be “sincere,” lit., “without wax.” (see my explanation 
of this under Phil. 1:10b), that is uncorrupted.  
For those who question aphtharsía being translated “sin-
cerity,” it is so translated in Eph. 6:24, where it speaks of 
loving Christ “in sincerity,” that is, having an “uncorrupted” 
love for Him.   

-3.	 What Titus must be “in speech —2:8 
A.	 It must be “sound speech” 

•	 His teaching must be such that it befits sound doctrine 
(2:1). 
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-	 “speech,” Gr. lógos, “a word,” referring to the content of 
what is said.  

-	 “sound,” Gr. hugiés, “whole, healthy.” Soundness in doc-
trine is mentioned two times in this Epistle, soundness in 
the faith is mentioned two times, and soundness in speech 
is mentioned here. 

-	 In I Cor. 2:4-5 we can see what the nature of Paul’s speech 
was as he sought to win the lost. 

•	 His speech, then, must be as sound as his life and teach-
ing. 
-	 Paul described those who would fail to consent to whole-
some words in I Tim. 6:3-5. 

B.	 It must be speech “that cannot be condemned.” 
•	 It is speech that cannot be condemned. Why? Because it is 

sound. 
-	 “condemned” is from akatágnostos, [from a, neg., katà, 
“against,” and ginósko, “knowledge” (grounded on 
personal experience)]; “not known against.” That is, the 
opponents can gain no knowledge of any flaw in his speech. 
Thus, there is no case against him. 

C.	 It must be speech that silences the criticism of the opposers. 
•	 There are always those who will oppose the Truth. They 
must be silenced. 
-	 Good behavior is essential to the quieting the criticisms 
of the opponents (I Pet. 2:12, 15 and 3:16). 

-	 We see here that good speech also serves the same pur-
pose. 

•	 The believer’s talk should reveal the fact that he or she is a 
child of God. There should be no doubt. 

(4)	He was to exhort servants. 	 —2:9-10 
-1.	 What is meant by “servants” here? 

•	 “servants,” Gr. doúlos, “bondslaves.” 
•	 These were believing slaves — Christians. 
-	 The early Churches were full of slaves, because the Roman 
Empire was more than half slave at that time. 

-	 They say that 90 percent of the names on the walls of the Ro-
man catacombs were slaves or ex-slaves. 

-	 Notice that Paul did not advocate a revolt against the master 
or against the system. God solved the injustice of slavery in 
a much more effective, yet subtle way. I have mentioned this 
elsewhere. (See my notes under Eph. 6:5-9, under Col. 3:22 
– 4:1, and under I Tim. 6:1-2 where I deal with the issue of 
slavery.). 

-2.	 To what was he to exhort them? 
•	 To be obedient to their own masters  
-	 “obedient,” Gr. hupotásso, (lit. “to arrange under”) “to be 
submissive to.” 

-	 This is not because the master is superior and the slave inferior. It 
is a matter of order. God is a God of order. The unsaved Roman 
master may have thought himself to be superior. Regardless, 
the slave was to submit to his master. 

•	 To please those masters well in all things. 
-	 “please,” Gr. euárestos, from eu, “well,” and arestós, “pleas-
ing, agreeable.” This word is translated “acceptable” in Rom. 
12:1-2 and Eph. 5:10. It is “accepted” in II Cor. 5:9. 
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-	 The focus of the slave should be to please his master. We 
have no slaves in U. S. society today, but we do have many 
employees, any believing employee should take these words 
to mind. 

•	 Not to talk back to their masters. 
-	 By “answering again” (Gr. antílego) is meant talking back. 
It means, lit., to speak against, to gainsay, to contradict. This 
could mean arguing or disputing the master’s orders. It might 
refer to resistance against the master in general, including 
thwarting his desires. 

•	 To not “purloin” (steal) from their masters. 
-	 It appears that Onesimus must have stolen from his master 
Philemon (Phm. 18). Paul told Philemon to charge that to his 
account. 

-	 One great sin in the working community today is that of 
stealing. Employees will steal everything from paper clips to 
office machines. The greatest theft today, however, is the theft 
of time. That is, using company time to take care of all sorts 
of personal matters. 

•	 To show all good fidelity (faithfulness) to their masters. 
-	 Why be faithful if one is only a slave? The Bible says that He 
that is faithful in that which is least will be given more (see 
Luke 16:10-12; 19:17). He will be very reliable. 

-3.	 Why? 
•	 So that they might adorn the doctrine of God. 
-	 “adorn,” Gr. kosméo. Just as a picture is ornamented by beauti-
ful frame. Their behavior ornaments the doctrine (teaching) of 
our Savior in everything. 

-	 We make God’s teaching attractive to other people if we show 
its power in our lives. We ornament the Bible when we live its 
precepts. God’s message is made attractive to lost souls when 
we obey it, it is slandered when we disobey it. See my notes 
on 2:5. I also refer to I Tim. 5:14. 

-	 The instructions which Titus was to give to the various groups 
“become sound doctrine.” That included his instructions to the 
slaves. 

4.	 GRACE AND WHAT IT TEACHES  	 —2:11-15 

The New Testament gives many incentives for Christian 
living. 

1.	 Fear –I Pet. 1:17; 2:17-18; 3:2 
2.	 Expectation –II Pet. 3:11-12 
3.	 Shame –I John 2:27 
4.	 Imminency –I Thess. 5:1-11 
5.	 The need –I Cor. 15:34 
6.	 MERCIES –Rom. 12:1 

In Titus 2:11-14 we see that the Grace of God gives a special 
incentive for righteous living. 

In Titus 2:11-14 we see that GRACE TEACHES 
•	 “Core” of the passage: “Grace appeared teaching” 
•	 What is grace? 

-	 God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense 
•	 Grace teaches: 

Titus 2:11-15 — What does God's grace teach us and 
how are we supposed to give this message?
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1.	 LEAVING —2:12a 
2.	 LIVING —2:12b 
3.	 LOOKING —2:13 

1.	 Grace revealed 	 —2:11 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.” —II Cor. 8:9 

(1) Grace and salvation 
-1.	 It is the grace of God 

•	 The Old Testament Law was given by Moses (John 1:17a). 
-	 The Law demanded works. 

•	 Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ (John 1:17b). 
-	 God is the author of Grace, but it came through Jesus Christ. 
-	 Grace is God’s free favor directed toward man. 
-	 Grace is a gift (John 3:16). 
—	Jesus, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man (Heb. 

2:9). 

-2.	 Grace brings salvation to all men. 
•	 We need to observe the word order in the Greek Testament: 

“For appeared the grace of God which brings salvation for all 
men.” 

•	 We are saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). 
•	 The message of God’s grace is the Great Commission: 
-	 We are to go to the whole world with the Gospel message 
(Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15). 

-	 God had entrusted Paul with the message of the grace of God 
for the Gentiles (Eph. 3:2). 

-	 Paul purposed to testify the gospel of the grace of God (Acts 
20:24). 

(2)	 The revelation of Grace 
-1.	 Grace appeared 

•	 “appeared,” Gr. epipháino, “appeared, became visible.” 

-2.	 How the Grace of God appeared: 
•	 That grace became apparent to mankind through Jesus Christ at 
His first Advent. 
-	 That is, mankind saw God’s grace through the visible mani-
festation of the Person and work of Christ. 

-	 Christ (the Word) was full of grace and truth (John 1:14).  
-	 The Law had come through Moses, but grace and truth came 
by Jesus Christ (John 1:16-17). 

•	 Thus, when mankind beheld Jesus, they saw God’s grace and 
truth manifested, personified in Him. 

•	 “… the grace of God, and the gift by grace, … is by one man, 
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:15). 
-	 Jesus, by the grace of God, tasted death for every man (Heb. 
2:9). 

•	 We are saved by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). 
•	 The saved know the grace of God in truth. (Col. 1:6). 

•	 Once one is saved he must be sure that he does not show that he has 
received the grace of God in vain (II Cor. 6:1).  That is, they must live 
in accordance with His Grace. This is what the grace of God teaches, 
Titus 2:12-14. 
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2.	 Grace teaches 	 —2:12-14 
•	 “teaching,” Gr. paideúo, “to train children,” “to teach.” It refers to training 
by discipline. It is used of family discipline (Heb. 12:6, 7., 10). Grace 
educates and trains. 

•	 Grace teaches that (Gr. hína, a particle showing purpose) having denied, 
we live and we look:  

(1) Leaving (“denying”) 	 —2:12a 
•	 It teaches us that we must deny certain things. 
-	 Jesus spoke of denial of self in Matt. 16:24, “… deny himself.” 
-	 Titus 2:11-14 speaks of denying ungodliness and worldly lusts.  

•	 Repentance involves this kind of a denial. 
•	 Repentance is, Gr. metánoia, lit., “to perceive after,” it involves a 
change of mind which results in a change of direction. 
-	 See Eph. 2:1-5 for an illustration of this. 
-	 Deny (reject, disown) —Matt. 10:32-33; 16:24 

•	 I Thess. 1:9, “… and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God” 
-	 This is the “work of faith” and the “labour of love” of I Thess. 
1:3. 

•	 Rom. 13:11-13, “… for now is our salvation nearer than when we 
believed … let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armour of light.” Notice the progression: 
—	Grace:  denying – live (Titus 2:12)  
—	Salvation: cast off – put on (Rom. 13:12) 

-1.	 Having denied (disowned) UNGODLINESS 
•	 “ungodliness,” Gr. asébeia, lit., “not to be devout.” 
-	 The disregard of God’s law, Gr., anomía. 
-	 The disregard of God’s Person, asébeia. 

•	 The disregard of God’s person results in ungodly living. 

-2.	 Having denied (rejected) worldly lusts — LUSTS 
•	 As lost people we lived “in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind” (Eph. 2:3). 

•	 What is the “world,” according to Scripture? 
(1.	This world’s SYSTEM headed by its god (Satan). 
(2.	Worldliness is rooted to this world system and what it of-

fers. 
•	 Avoiding worldliness is not following a list of rules (“do’s” and 
“don’t’s”). —I John 2:15-17 
-	 Worldliness is a condition of the heart, an attitude. 

•	 The saved are “partakers of the divine nature,” and they have 
“escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” —II 
Pet. 1:4 

•	 God’s grace brings about a change of mind (repentance) about sin, 
as well as a change of mind about the Savior. 

(2)	Living 	 —2:12b 
•	 We live in an alien land. —John 14:30 
-	 I John 5:19 

-1.	 Soberly 
MENTAL 
•	 “soberly,” Gr. sophrónos, from sozo, “to save,” and phren, “the 
mind,” lit., “a saved mind.” 
-	 Actually: Of sound mind, self-controlled, soberminded. 
-	 Vine: “… in Tit. 2:12 it suggests the exercise of that self-restraint 
that governs all passions and desires, enabling the believer to 
be conformed to the mind of Christ.” 
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•	 Grace teaches to be sober (sensible??) 
-	 The believer is exhorted to be sober in the following passages: 
Rom. 12:3; I Thess. 5:6, and I Pet. 1:13. 

-	 See Titus 3:3, “foolish,” etc.	
		  —	 In the past: foolish 
	 	 —	 In the present: sober, sensible 

-2.	 Righteously — Just 
PHYSICAL (our actions toward God and man) 
•	 Righteous – do right 
•	 Grace teaches us to do right.	

-3.	 Godly — Lit., eu, “well,” and sebomai, “devout.” 
SPIRITUAL (our attitude toward God) 
•	 Vine on “godly”: “Denotes that piety which, characterized by a 
Godward attitude, does that which is pleasing to Him.” (See 1, 
(1) above, asébeia) 

•	 Psalm 4:3 … 
-	 Love = obey (John 14:21, etc.) 
-	 Fear (O.T.) = To reverence. 
–	 Moses and the burning bush (reverence) (Ex. 3:2-4). 
–	 Daniel (10:8), comeliness turned to corruption 
–	 The sinful condition of man: Rom. 3:18, “there is no fear 

of God before their eyes” (from Ps. 36:11). 
“’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear …” etc. 

•	 That is, “in this present world.” Grace teaches us to live properly 
while on this earth and then beyond. 

(3)	Looking 	 —2:13 
•	 Look = expect favorably, await eagerly 
-	 “looking,” Gr. prosdéchomai, “to receive favorably,” also means 
“to expect,” as here, [“to expect: the fulfilment of promises”]. 

-	 Joseph of Arimathea “waited” for the kingdom of God (Luke 23:51). 
That is, he expected the fulfilment of the promise. 

•	 We look to heaven for “the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil. 3:20-
21). He will “change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body.” 
-	 “look,” apekdéchomai – You may wish to make a study of the two 
words, comparing the two prefixes.]  

•	 Now, back to Titus 2:13: 

-1.	 Looking for that blessed hope 

“If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable.” —I Cor. 15:19 

•	 “That blessed hope” — This cannot refer to the hope of eternal 
life which we saw in 1:2, for the saints already have this eternal 
life, so it cannot be said that they look for it. 

•	 We see in I Tim. 1:1 that Jesus Christ is our hope. 
-	 Christ in us is our hope of glory (Col. 1:27). 
(Compare this with Heb. 6:18-19.) 

•	 Three thoughts about hope in the New Testament: 
-1.	 Consider the object upon which the hope is fixed 
-2.	 Consider the ground upon which the hope is based 
-3.	 Hope is a happy anticipation of a promise fulfilled.  

•	 His appearing is the purifying hope (I John 3:2-3). 
•	 We have been begotten (regenerated) unto a living (“lively”) 
hope (I Pet. 1:3). 

•	 This refers to the rapture of the church.
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-2.	 Looking for the glorious appearing: 
•	 This refers to the second coming of Christ. 
A.	 The “glorious appearing” —  

•	 Lit, “appearing of the glory”: “appearing,” epipháneia, 
lit., “a shining forth.” (We get “epiphany” from this word.) 
“glory,” dóxa, “what He essentially is and does, as exhibited 
in whatever way He reveals Himself” (Vine): It has to do 
with his glorious Person, power, holiness, and all of His 
other perfections. All of this is far beyond human compre-
hension. 

B.	 The glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ: 
•	 Jesus Christ is “the great God and our Saviour.” 
-	 He is God. 
-	 It is Christ who gave Himself for our redemption 

(2:14).  
C.	 Jesus Christ will appear in glory.  

•	 He, “… the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels.” And He shall reward. (Matt. 16:27) 

•	 Also, at that time, He “shall sit upon the throne of his glory.” 
(Matt. 25:31) 

•	 At that time He will be seen “sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven.” (Matt. 26:64)  

•	 When Christ shall appear, then we shall “also appear with 
him in glory.” 
-	 That prospect gives us incentive  to mortify our “members 
which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inor-
dinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry,” as well as to “put off … anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of” our 
mouth, and to not lie “one to another” (Col. 3:1-9). 

-	 His coming and our being made like Him at His coming 
is a purifying hope (I John 3:2-3). 

•	 We need to also compare (Phil. 3:20-21). 
•	 Paul loved His appearing and longed  (II Tim. 4:8). 

(4)	Why Jesus gave Himself for us 	 —2:14 
-1.	 He gave Himself for us 

•	 He “gave Himself” 
•	 There are a number of very significant references to this. Since I 
firmly believe that the Bible is its own best commentary, I give 
the following for your perusal: 
-	 Matt. 20:28; John 10:15, 17-18; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:2, 23-27; I 
Tim. 2:6; Heb. 9:14; I Pet. 3:18. 

-2.	 Why He gave Himself for us 
A.	 That he might redeem us from all iniquity 

•	 He gave Himself a ransom: See Matt. 20:28; I Tim. 2:6. 
•	 “redeem,” Gr. lutróo, “to redeem, liberate by payment of 
ransom.” The ransom price was His precious Blood. 

•	 He gave Himself a ransom: Heb. 9:14; I Pet. 3:18.  
•	 He gave Himself for our sins and delivered us (Gal. 1:4). 

B.	 That he might purify us unto Himself a peculiar 
people. 
•	 “purify,” Gr. katharízo, “to make clean, cleanse.” Eph. 1:7; 
2:13; Col. 1:14, 20; Heb. 9:12-14. 
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•	 “peculiar,” Gr. perioúsios, “that which is one’s own, be-
longing to one’s possessions.” Lit., “a people of His own 
possession.” 
-	 Notice what Peter calls the believer in I Pet. 2:9. Among 
them is “a peculiar people.” 

-	 In the Old Testament the Lord spoke of Israel being the 
people which He had purchased. They were His own 
purchased people (Ex. 15:16). Also see Ex. 19:5;  Deut. 
7:6 and 14:2. 

•	 He, Jesus Christ, purified unto Himself a “people of His 
own.” 
-	 He is a holy God, therefore, His people must also be 

pure. 
-	 So He purged them by His Blood (Heb. 9:14). 

•	 A peculiar people “zealous of good works.” They are zealous 
to do good works. 
-	 We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works (Eph. 2:10). 

-	 Titus was to “affirm constantly, that they which have be-
lieved in God might be careful to maintain good works” 
(Titus 3:8). 

We must note that grace teaches compassion. 
•	 See Luke 13:34-35 – 

Did Christ o’er sinners weep, 
And shall our cheeks be dry? 
Let floods of penitential grief 
Burst forth from every eye. 
The Son of God in tears, 
Angels with wonder see! 
Be thou astonish’d, O my  soul, 
He shed those tears for thee. 
He wept that we might weep; 
Each sin demands a tear; 
In heaven alone no sin is found, 
And there’s no weeping there. 

—from Spurgeon’s Devotional Bible, p. 563 

3.	 Titus and his authority in teaching 	 —2:15 
(1)	 He was to speak “these things.” 

•	 What things was he to speak? 
-	 Was only 2:14, or did include 2:11-14? 
-	 I would say that it would be 2:11-14. Take note of all the exhorta-

tions in those verses. 

(2)	 He was to assert authority. 
•	 “authority,” Gr. epitagé, “injunction, mandate, command.” It stresses 
the authoritativeness of the command. He was to speak those things 
with authority, as a command from God. He was to command with 
God’s authority. 

-1.	 In speaking (mentioned above) — 
•	 This had to do with teaching.  

-2.	 In exhortation — 
•	 “exhort,” Gr. parakaléo. To admonish someone to pursue some 

course of conduct. 
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-3.	 In rebuking — 
•	 “rebuke,” Gr. elégcho, “convince, convict, reprove.” 
•	 All Scripture is profitable for “reproof” (II Tim. 3:16). 

(3)	 He was not to allow any man to despise him. 
•	 “despise,” Gr. periphronéo, lit., “to think round a thing, to turn over 
in the mind,” hence “to overlook, or to disregard.” 
-	 Paul had told Timothy to not let any man despise his youth. But he 
was to “be thou an example of the believers.” (I Tim. 4:12).

•	 Jesus taught with authority (Matt. 7:29). 

•	 Titus 3: 

5.	 HIS TEACHING CONTINUED 	 —3:1-15 
—	 What he was to teach with relation to those outside: 

(1)	 Concerning submission to rulers 	 —3:1 
•	 Remind them how to live toward men  

-1.	 Titus was to put his hearers in mind to: 
A.	 To be subject —

•	 To be subject to principalities and powers. 
-	 “subject,” Gr. hupotásso, lit., “to arrange under.” It is a 
matter of order that they submit themselves. 

-	 “principalities,” Gr. arché, refers to the principle person, or 
the first in authority — the king. The word “chief” carries 
the same significance.  

-	 “powers,” Gr. exousía, “authorities.” These are those with 
delegated authority under the king. 

•	 The same submission is commanded in Rom. 13:1 with 
regard to God’s governmental “higher powers”: “Let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers.” 

•	 It is mentioned again in I Pet. 2:13 — “whether it be to the 
king, as supreme ….” 

•	 When Paul wrote this Nero had become an evil ruler over 
the Roman Empire. 

•	 Thus, despite the believer’s heavenly citizenship, he cannot 
be free from the responsibilities of earthly citizenship. We 
are not above the necessity of subjecting ourselves to the 
civil authorities who rule us. 

B.	 To obey 
•	 To obey magistrates 
-	 “obey,” Gr. peitharchéo, from a compound of two words: 

peítho, lit., “to be persuaded,” and árcho, “to be chief,” 
“to lead,” “to rule.” 

-	 Thus, a “magistrate” is a chief person, a ruler, a leader. 

C.	 To be ready 
•	 To be ready to every good work. 
-	 “ready,” Gr. hetoímos, to be “ready,” or “prepared.” 

•	 We are saved unto good works. (Titus 2:14; 3:8; Eph. 2:10 
and see II Tim. 2:21). 

•	 Thus, the believer must be prepared to do every kind of good 
work. 

(2)	 Concerning the relationship to people 	 —3:2-7 
-1.	 How we are to treat others —3:2 

Titus 3:1-11 — In these verses Paul gives us some 
final instructions on what we are to teach others. 
What are we to teach and why?
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•	 Negative — What we are to avoid: 
-	 Speaking evil of others — Gr. blaspheméo. This means speak-
ing evil or slanderously. 

-	 Being brawlers — Gr. ámachos, lit., “not fighting,” from, a, 
neg., and máche, “a fight.” It means no quarreling. That is the 
opposite of what is next. 

•	 Positive — What we are to pursue: 
-	 We must be gentle to all men — “gentle,” Gr. epieikes, “eq-
uitable, fair, moderate, forbearing” (Vine). 
—	In James 3:17 we see that “the wisdom that is from above 

is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,” etc.  
-	 We must be meek to all men. — “meek,” Gr. praótes, “gentle-
ness, mildness, meekness.” 

-2.	 The teachings of God’s kindness and love —3:3-7 
A.	 What we were —3:3 

•	 “sometimes foolish”  — 
-	 “sometimes,” = “at one time” 
-	 “foolish,” Gr. anóetos, “without understanding,” 

•	 “disobedient” — Gr. apeithés, From a, net., and peítho, 
“persuade.” Unpersuadable, disobedient. 

•	 “deceived” — 
•	 “serving divers lusts” — to be a slave to various lusts 
•	 “(serving divers) pleasures” — Gr. hedoné, which speaks of 
the gratification of the natural desire or of sinful desires. 

•	 “living in malice” — “malice,” Gr. kakía, “badness in qual-
ity,” “evil.” They lead their lives in evil. 

•	 “(living in) envy” — This is the feeling of displeasure from 
witnessing or hearing of the advantage of others.  

•	 “hateful” — “hated, hateful, detestable.” 
•	 “hating one another” — “hating,” Gr. miséo, “to hate.”  This 
refers to malicious and unjustified feelings towards others. 

B.	 How God intervened —3:4-7 

Let’s look at the core thought of the sentence: 
-	 “But after that the kindness and love of God our 

Saviour toward man appeared … that being justified 
by His grace we should be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life.” 

-	 This will be explained further as we continue . 

[1.	 The intervention of the Savior  
•	 Man’s sinful condition is spelled out in 3:3 (explained 
above) 

•	 Then the  kindness and love of God appeared. —3:4 
•	 The Person: It was “the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour.” 
-	 “God our Saviour” is Jesus Christ. 
—	He is presented in Titus 1:3. 
—	Jesus Christ is clearly presented as “the great God 

and our Saviour Jesus Christ” in Titus 2:13. 
—	The Lord Jesus Christ is presented as “our Saviour” 

in Titus 1:4. 
—	He is seen as “God our Saviour” in Titus 2:10. 
—	As we saw in 2:11-14, God’s Grace was manifested 

through Jesus Christ (see my notes). 
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-	 He manifest kindness and love. 
—	This “kindness and love appeared” at His first 

advent. [“appeared,” = epipháino. We look for 
His glorious epipháneia (2:14). This will be His 
second coming.]   

—	“kindness,” Gr. chrestótes, refers to God’s good-
ness in action, expressing itself in deeds.  
See Eph. 2:7, He will “shew the exceeding riches 
of his grace in his kindness toward us through 
Christ Jesus.” 

—	“love,” Gr. philanthropía, “love of mankind, be-
nevolence.” (From philéo, “love,” and anthropos, 
“man.”) 
God so loved that He gave (John 3:16). 
See I John 4:8-10, “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins” (4:10). 

[2.	 That intervention brought salvation —3:5-6 
•	 Not by works: He did not save us by “works of righ-
teousness.” 
-	 See II Tim. 1:9 and Eph. 2:8-9. 

•	 But according to His mercy: He saved us. 
-	 It was “according to his abundant mercy” that He has 
“begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Pet. 1:3). 

-	 We are not saved because we now abstain from the 
bad things listed in 3:3, but we are saved according 
to His wonderful mercy. 

•	 The means of salvation: 
-	 It was “by the washing of regeneration.”  [“washing,” 

Gr. loutrón, “bath,” “the act of bathing.”  
—	Regeneration is the new birth. 
—	It was by the new birth (John 1:12-13; 3:3-8; I 

Pet. 1:23-25). 
—	Washing, see I Cor. 6:11 and Eph. 5:26. 

-	 And it was by “renewing of the Holy Ghost.”  
—	We are “born of water and of the Spirit.”  (John 

3:5). 
-	 The Holy Ghost shed on us abundantly 
—	He (the Father) shed the Holy Spirit on us. 
—	He shed the Holy Ghost “abundantly.”  
—	He shed the Holy Ghost on us “through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour.” (See Rom. 8:9 and 5:5.) 
[3.	 That intervention brought justification —3:7 

•	 Justified by His grace: 
-	 The doctrine of justification is discussed in detail in 
Rom. 3:21 – 8:39. However, see Rom. 3:24-26; 4:3, 
9 and 5:1 for more specific statements. 

-	 Justification: The gracious act of God whereby He 
declares a believing sinner righteous because of his 
faith in the finished work of Christ on the Cross. The 
sinner is not made righteous, he is declared righteous. 
His faith is counted to him for righteousness. 

-	 “The sinner who believes in Christ receives God’s gift 
of righteousness (Rom. 5:17), which then enables God 
to pronounce him righteous. (From Charles Ryrie)
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•	 Made heirs: 
-	 Inheritance — Made “… heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ”  (Rom. 8:16-17). Also, see 
Gal. 2:16; 3:29 and 4:6-7. 

•	 According to the hope of eternal life: 
-	 We saw “hope” in Titus 1:2, which also speaks of 
“the hope of eternal life.”  Titus 2:13 mentions “that 
blessed hope” which we look for. 

-	 Hope is not something that is seen (not a present 
possession) (Rom. 8:24).  

(3)	 Relative to false teachers 	 —3:8-11 
-1.	 Be careful to maintain good works. —3:8 

•	 Believers must be careful to maintain good works. 
-	 Paul said this is a faithful saying. 
—	He has said this elsewhere: I Tim. 1:15; 4:9, and II Tim. 

2:11. See each of these and take note of what each saying 
was. 

-	 Titus was to constantly affirm this fact. 
—	Titus was commissioned to speak and teach in Titus 1:13; 

2:1, 15; 3:1 and here. 
•	 Good works are good and profitable unto men. 
-	 It may be that we can include the counsels of verses 1-7 in the 
“good works,” as well. 

-2.	 Avoid the teaching of novel ideas. —3:9 
•	 Avoid foolish questions. 
-	 See I Tim. 6:4 and II Tim. 2:23 about questions. 
-	 The Christian teacher must have answers, not questions. 

•	 Avoid genealogies. 
-	 See I Tim. 1:4 about avoiding genealogies. Also see my notes 
on that passage. 

•	 Avoid contentions. 
-	 See II Tim. 2:14, striving about words. Then II Tim. 2:23-
26. 

•	 Avoid strivings about the law. 
-	 See I Tim. 1:4-11. 

•	 These things are unprofitable and vain. 
-	 “unprofitable,” anophéles, “useless,” “not beneficial.” 
-	 “vain,” mátaios, “devoid of force, truth, success, or result.”

-3.	 Reject the “heretick.” —3:10-11 
•	 “heretick,” Gr. hairetikós, this word is akin to aíresis, “a choos-
ing, choice,” … then, “that which is chosen,” and hence “an 
opinion,” especially a self-willed opinion, which is substituted 
for submission to the power of truth and leads to division and 
the formation of sects.” See my notes on I Cor. 11:19. Also see 
Gal. 5:20. 
-	 The heretick has chosen false teaching. 

•	 We must admonish such a person twice, then reject him if he 
does not change. 
-	 “admonish,” Gr. nouthesía, lit., “a putting in mind.” It is the 
attempt to bring a person to correct his wrong. It would begin 
by pointing out his error from the Scriptures, and then to 
admonish him to renounce his divisive heresy. 

-	 “reject,” Gr. paraitéomai. He is to be avoided. 
•	 How the unrepentant heretick is described —3:11 
-	 He is subverted. — Gr. ekstrépho, “to turn inside out.” That 
is, he is all twisted and mixed up. 
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-	 He sins. — 
-	 He is condemned of himself. — He is condemned by his own 
action. There is no need of a judge to determine his guilt, by 
continuing to reject God’s admonition, he condemns him-
self. 

(4)	 Closing remarks and salutation (greeting)	 —3:12–15 
-1.	 The movement of various of Paul’s helpers —3:12-13 

•	 Paul would send Artemas or Tychicus to him. 
-	 One of these men would take his place while he came to 

Paul. 
-	 Artemas is not known apart from this reference. 
-	 Tychicus is mentioned in a number of places: Acts 20:4; Eph. 
6:21; Col. 4:7 and II Tim. 4:12. 

•	 He was then to come to Paul in Nicopolis where he was planning 
to spend the winter. 

•	 He was to bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their jour-
ney. 
-	 Zenas is named only here, so nothing more is known about 

him. 
-	 Of course, Apollos is well known as an associate of Paul: Acts 
18:24; 19:1; I Cor. 1:12; 3:4-6, 22; 4:6, and I Cor. 16:12. 

-	 By bringing them on their journey it means that Titus was to 
care for their travel needs (providing funds). 

-2.	 He called for good works among “ours.” —3:14 
•	 “ours,” heméteros. This is usually taken to mean “our people,” 
referring to the Cretan believers, not to Paul’s coworkers. 
-	 “learn to maintain good works” — Titus would teach them, 
and they would occupy themselves with good works. .  

-	 “for necessary uses,” see Rom. 12:13, “the necessity of saints.” 
This would be to help in times of need (“necessary uses”). 

-	 “that they be not unfruitful.” All who do such need never fear 
that they will be unfruitful. 

-3.	 Final greetings —3:15 
•	 Salutation from Paul’s companions. 
•	 Instructions to Titus to greet those who love Paul. 
•	 “Grace be with you all. Amen.” 

END OF TITUS 

Titus 3:12-15 — Paul's closing remarks and  saluta-
tion (greeting) give us  insight into his godly 
character. What insights do we receive into 
Paul's character?


