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Raising Godly Generations

OVERVIEW OF EZRA

“Salting the Oats”

Ezra was written following the 70 years of Babylonian

captivity. The very first part of Ezra (1:1-3a) are almos

identical to the last two verses of Il Chronicles.

That was no doubt a very exciting time for many Israel

ites who had been in Babylonian captivity, and who wer

D

returning once more to the land which God had given to the

=

father Abraham centuries before.

The Bible records 2 Exodus events in the Old Testament

history of Israel:
1. The Exodus from Egypt under Moses

D

2. The Exodus from Babylon under Zerubbabel and Ezr,

o

Both of these exiles and returns were predicted by Go

years before they took place:

1. Egyptian bondage and the exodus from that land was
predicted in Gen. 15:13-14.

2. Babylonian captivity and the return to the land wag
predicted in Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10-11.

While it was the policy of Assyrian and Babylonian kings

to deport conquered people, the Persian kings did just the

opposite, they repatriated those who had been deported.

Thus, the people of Judah and Israel were not only allowed fo

return to their homeland, but they were encouraged to do $o

by Cyrus, king of Persia. And Cyrus not only encouraged it,

but he helped.

The period of the Babylonian captivity was generally|

U

from 605 to 536 B.C. Itis interesting to note what took plac

elsewhere during that time:
The Greek philosopher Socrates lived 470-399 B.C.

In India Gautama Buddha lived 563 to 483 B.C. Also in

China Confucius lived about that time (551 to 478 B.C.).

Thereligions started by those men are not so ancient after

Ezra 1 — How does Cyrus demonstrate the impo

tance of knowing and doing the will of God?

all.

1. The Return Under Zerubbabel —Ezral—=6
(1) The Return of the Exiles —Ezral—2

* Ezra 1:

1. The Proclamation of Cyrus —1:1-2
(1) The Lorp stirred up the spirit of Cyrus. —1:1

-1. Babylon hadits day (605-539 B.C.), and now the Medo-

Persian Empire is in power. This is the first year of

How can we know and do God’s will?

Cyrus (539 B.C.).
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-2. Cyrus was predicted by name in Isaiah 44:28—45:13.
That prediction was made at least 165 years (and maybe
up to 200 years) before the time.

« The prophets who figured into this repatriation were
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and probably Daniel (Dan. 6:8;
10:1).

-3. By the providence of God, Daniel was in the king's
court, and Cyrus was evidently influenced by him (Dan.
6:28), as were Nebuchadnezzar and Darius.

« And, by the way, how did Cyrus know, “Therb God
of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth;
and He has charged me to build Him an house at
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of
the Lord God of Israel, (He is the God,) which is in
Jerusalem” (Ezra 1:2-3)??

« Did Daniel possibly have something to do with this?

(2) Cyrus, a Believer in thedrp —1:2

-1. Itis evident that Cyrus was a believer in “therh God
of heaven.” —1:2

-2. “That the Word of the &rp by the mouth of Jeremiah

might be fulfilled” —1:1

e See Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10-11. Also notice Daniel
9:1-2.

* Notice Numbers 23:19: “God is not a man, that He should lie;
neither the son of man that He should repent: hath He said,
and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, and shall He not
make it good?”

« "Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away” —Matt. 24:35.

Cyrus Appeals to the People of Judah —1:3-4

(1) To those who will go up and build —1:3
¢ To those whose God is with him —1:3a
e Let him build “the house of the LORD God of Israel” —
1:3b
Note his comment: “He is the God” [He is the Elohim].

(2) To those who will finance the building —1:4
« Whoever remains in any place (that is, those who do not
go to build) —1:4a
¢ Let him help with silver, gold, goods, beasts, and the free
will offerings —1:4b

. The Response of the Leaders —1:5-6

(1) Note who rose up:
« The chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin —1:5a
* The Priests —1:5b
* The Levites —1:5¢
« Them whose spirit God had raised —1:5d
516

T0..S @S ‘AuD pidey ‘0zez xog ‘€ 1Y
$82In0S8Y [eUONEINPT J93UOId — 866T (3)



© 1998 — Pioneer Educational Resources

Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Ezra

(2) They that were about them (those that remained i

Babylon) helped with goods —1:6
4. Cyrus Brought Forth the Temple Vessels

— The source of these vessels

e These vessels were those brought out of Jerusalem [

Nebuchadnezzar —1:7

e They had been desecrated by Belshazzar on the nig
when Babylon was conquered and he was killed by th
Medo—Persians (Daniel 5). This act of Cyrus was not long
after that infamous night of revelry which ended with fear

and trembling recorded in Daniel 5:6, 9.

e Ezra 2:

—1:7-11
—1:7

5. The Number of those returning to Jerusalem:

(1) The Leaders

* Note “children of the province,” a reminder that Judah
was not then an independent nation, but was a proving

of Persia. —2:1
« Every one went to his own city it says.

* Zerubabbel, descendant of David —See | Chron. 3:1

and Matt. 1:12-13. —2:2
¢ Jeshua, the High Priest —See 3:2.

* Nehemiah — Another Nehemiah was governor more
than 50 years after this (see the book of Nehemiah). Th
decree of Ezra 1:2—-4 was made in 538 B.C. The retur
under Zerubbabel followed soon after. Nehemiah th

—2:1-2

governor governed from 445 B.C. to around 416 B.C.

* Mordecai — This is not the one mentioned in Esther wh
did not return to the land. The events of Esther took plac

some time later also, about 478 to 464

(2) The Families
e About 15,604 men

(3) The Cities Represented
* About 8,540 men

(4) The Priests
* About 4,289 men

(5) The Levites
e About 341 men

(6) The Nethinims

* These were descendants of the Gibeonites (Josh. 9) who

served in the Temple.

* No number is given for this group of Nethinims. They

will be numbered later.
517
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Ezra 2 — In what significant manner did these

people obey God?

How does this compare with the decisions God’

people must make today?
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rebuilding of the Temple to the work of God

today (i.e. raising up godly generations).
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(7) The Children of Solomon’s Servants  —2:55-58
e Total of the Nethinims (2:43-54) and children of
Solomon’s servants (2:55-58) was 392.

(8) Those of Uncertain Genealogy —2:59-63
* These could not prove that they were of Israel.
« Also, some of the priests — They were “as polluted, put
from the priesthood” —2:61-62

- For Barzillai the Gileadite see Il Sam. 17:27-29 and 19:31—
40.

« "Tirshatha” means governor —2:63

(9) The Totals —2:64-70
« Total 42,360 —2:64
¢ Above that number were —
- Servants and maids 7,337

- Singing men and women 200

= a total of 49,897 — Of course, since not all were counted,
the numbers given for each group, if added together, are
29,818, somewhat less than the total given in 2:64—65.

e 736 horses —2:66
e 245 mules —2:66
e 435 camels —2:67
¢ 6,720 asses —2:67
¢ The offerings —2:68-70
- 61,000 drams of gold (1 dram = 4.55 0z.) —277,550 oz. of

Gold.

- 5,000 pounds of silver (1 pound here = 1.25 pounds U. S.) —
6,250 pounds of silver U. S.

- 100 priests’ garments
¢ All dwelt in their cities in the land —2:70

(2) The Rebuilding of the Temple  —Ezra3-6
e Ezra 3:
1. The Altar Built —Atonement —3:1-6
(1) It was the 7th month. —3:1
¢ They gathered themselves “as one man.” — Unity!

(2) They built the altar to offer burnt offerings—3:2-3

-1. The Altar —3:2-3a
* Who rose up to rebuild the altar?
- The priests (Jeshua and his brethren)
- The civil leader (Zerubbabel and his brethren)

¢ Zerubabbel was of David. See | Chron. 3:19 and Matt.
1:12-13.

« Notice that it was “as it is written in the law of Moses
the man of God” (3:2).
- It was all in accordance with the Word of God.
- That is the way we must do things also.
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« All true revival must begin with that concept of the

Cross which the altar symbolizes: The Sacrificial “Salting the Oats”
Death of Christ.

-2. They feared the people of the land. —3:3b

-3. They offered burnt offerings —3:3c

e This is resumption of the continual burnt offering,

which pictures the continued effect of Christ's offer-

ing for us. See Numbers 28:1-8 for these.

- This was morning and evening.

(3) They observed the Feast of Tabernacles —3:4
e 7th month, 15th through 21st days.

¢ For details see Lev. 23:34-43.

¢ Also see Num. 29:12-38 for details concerning the offer-

ings during Tabernacles.
¢ Also see Neh. 8:13-18.

(4) They continued the regular burnt offerings —3:5-6

« For offerings for new moons, etc., see Num. 28.

joN

 This all began on the first day of the 7th month. They ha
not yet started to rebuild the Temple. Order of priority:
Offerings first, Temple later.

2. The Foundation of the Temple Laid —3:7-13

(1) The builders —3:7
* Masons and carpenters
« Men of Zidon and Tyre for cedars

(2) The time:
« The second year and the second month after the return
(about 535 B.C. — The captivity began in 605. This
completes the 70 years). —3:8
* The age of the Levites (20+ years). See Num. 4:3. The
compare | Chron. 23:24.
The Priests stood forth —3:9
- Notice Jeshua, the High Priest, his sons and his brethren, efc.
The foundation was laid with great fanfare, cheering and
weeping. There were 2 groups: Those who had seen the
first Temple and knew its glory, and those who had not. —
3:10-13

¢ See | Peter 2:2-5 about God's Building today. The foundation -
| Cor. 3:10-11, and the building — 3:9.

e Ezra 4: Ezra 4 — Relate the opposition to the work of
_ o rebuilding the Temple to God’s work today (i.e.
3. Separation Maintained —4:1-3 raising up godly generations and carrying ou

the Great Commission).

(1) The Request of their Adversaries —4:1-2

* First, the people of the land wanted to work with
them in the workThe “unequal yoke.”
- Who were these people? Clearly, they were the Samar
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tans —4:2, 10 (Il Kings 17:24-40; 19:37).

- “... for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto
Him since the days of Esar-had’don king of Assur, which
brought us up hither.”

(2) The Request Rejected —4:3
« Notice the answer: “Ye have nothing to do with us to build
an house ..." -v. 3.

- Christians too must be separated —II Cor. 6:17-18

We too must be separated from those who are of the world as we
build. Worldly methods, including modern secular psychology,
must be rejected. If we are not to work hand in hand with the lost,
do we dare use the methods of the lost? No, we do not. We dare
not use “psychological methods.” The “music” of the world has
no place in the Church. There are many other such things which
some attempt to use in service for Christ that come from the
world. See Il Cor. 6:14 — 7:1 and | John 2:15-17.

4. They Had Opposition —4:4-24

« Separation always brings opposition. Il Tim. 3:12, “Yea,

and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.”

(1) The opposition weakened and troubled them—4:4-5

-1. They weakened the hands and troubled them —4:4

e Those who had pretended to be friends (4:2) here
prove themselves to have been enemies all along.

-2. They hired counselors against them “to frustrate their
purpose” —4:5
« This took place all the days of Cyrus, who had made
the decree of 1:2-4.

Cyrus reigned from 550 to 530 B.C.

Babylon fell to Cyrus in 539 B.C. In 538 he issued the decree
of Ezra 1:1-4 encouraging the Jews to return to their land.

« Cyrus was succeeded by the following kings:
— Cambyses (530-522 B.C.)
— Smerdis (521)
— Darius | (521-486)
— Xerxes (Esther’s husband) (486-464)

— Artaxerxes | (464-423) — During his days Malachi and
Nehemiah were written.

The attempt of Israel’s enemies to frustrate the work lasted
until the reign of Darius | who reigned from 521 to 486 B.C.

(2) They wrote Xerxes making their complaint—4:6-17

-1. This looks into the future:

« “Ahasuerus” = Xerxes | (see Esther 1:1).

« Xerxes | (Esther’'s husband) began to reign in 486
B.C., so this looks a number of years ahead of the
events of Ezra 4:1-5. .

-2. It was in the beginning of his reign —4:6-10

* No doubt the list of names was designed to give a
greater sense of authority to their letter. —

« “Asnapper” = Ashurbanipal, who was king of Assyria
some time after Israel was taken captive and who
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continued to move men from other nations into the
land.

“Salting the Oats”

-3. Their accusation (the letter) —4:11-16

¢ They pictured Jerusalem as arebellious city. —4:11,1%

* They spoke of a loss of taxes from Jerusalem. —4:1

- The king would suffer financially. [Money talks.]

e The king would be dishonored. —4:14

e They spoke of a loss of domain (power) —4:16

(3) Artaxerxes stopped their rebuilding —4:17-24

-1. The king’s answer —4:17-20

¢ Search had been made and Jerusalem was found to

be

a rebellious city —4:19

« It had been a mighty city whiatollectedtaxes —4:20

-2. The king’s command —4:21-23

« He commanded that the work be stopped.

e This was to be until another commandment was givenmn

by him. He did later change this (see Neh. 2).

[Nehemiah, a man of grace and prayer.]

-3. The work was stopped. —A4:24

« This was until the 2nd yr. “of the reign of Darius king

of Persia.” That was about 15 years. [Darius reigned

from 521 to 486 B.C.]

Ezra 5 — Relate the focus of opposition seen here

* Ezra 5:

Ezrato God’s work today (i.e. raising up godly|

Chapter themeAuthority.

generations, the Great Commission etc.).

5. The Preaching of the Prophets —5:1-2

« The prophets call them back to work on the Temple after 1
years of stagnation.

(1) The Prophets —5:1

o1

« Notice who is preaching and who wrote during these days:

- Haggai (it would be well to read Haggai here).
See Haggai 1:1-4; 2:1-4.

- Zechariah (read the prophecy of Zechariah here also)
See Zechariah 4:9; 6:15

(2) Those whom God moved to action —5:2
« The civil leader, Zerubbabel (Ezra 3:2)
- See Haggai 1:1, 12, 14; 2:2-4; Zech. 3:1, 8.
« The Priest, Jeshua [Cf. 3:2]

- See Hag. 1:1, 12, 14; 2:2-4; Zech. 3:1, 8 (as with Zerubbabel):

6. They Are Challenged by Tatni the Governor —5:3-17

(1) Efforts of the adversary —5:3
* Seeb5:3-5,7, 9, 11-17.
¢ Who hath commanded? Authority questioned —5:3
[Who commanded? It was God —5:1]
521
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“Salting the Oats’ (2) Their response to the challenge —5:4-5

« The opponents had asked for their names —5:4

[Whose authority? God's!]

[See 5:10 for why they wanted the names of the Jewish leaders.]

« “But the eye of their God was upon them” —5:5

[They could not cause them to cease to build.]

(3) Tatni’s letter to Darius —b5:6-17

-1. Tatni wrote a letter to Darius the king —5:6-10

* Notice that Tatni was “on this side of the river.”

-2. Their answer —5:11-16

* They spoke of the Decree of Cyrus. —5:13-15

- What did their answer cover?

- What did it confess?

- What authority did they claim?

-3. Tatni asked for a search of the records —5:17

* He requested that Darius look for the decree of Cyrus.

Ezra 6 — How does this example of working under

authority relate to God'’s work today (i.e. raisA " Eera
ing up godly generations and carrying out the 7. Their Authority to Build Vindicated —6:1-12
Great Commission)? (Ezra 6:1-3, 7, 8-10, 11-12)
(1) Darius found the decree —6:1-5
e The decree was found at Achmetha, a province of the
Medes.
What authority are we operating under today? « Notice the size prescribed by Cyrus: 60 cubits high and 60

cubits wide. Solomon'’s temple was 60 culbitsg and 20

cubits wide (Il Chron. 3:3). It could be that Cyrus wanted

a more impressive building than the one which was de-

stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. —6:3

¢ Cyrus had not only permitted the building, he decreed it,

and even more than that, he paid for it. —6:4

(2) The Command of Darius —6:6-12

-1. He told Tatni to let this work alone —6:6—7

¢ Tatni and your companions, “... be ye far from thence,”

meaning, “stay away from this.” —6:6

e Let it alone. —6:7

-2. Darius added his own decree to that of Cyrus —6:8-9
« He also decreed financial support for them. —6:8
- The expenses to be taken out of the tribute money. —6:8
- That cut into Tatni’s share of the tribute.
« He also decreed that they would be given provisions
for their sacrifice. —6:9-10

- He understood the purpose of their Temple —6:10a
* He asked that they pray for his life. —6:10b
- He recognized the authority of God, and he wanted
God'’s blessing.
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-3. He proclaimed punishment for those who oppose thi§
work —6:11

« His house to be torn down —
¢ The timber from the house to be set up —
* He was to be hanged on the timber.

“Salting the Oats”

- Such a one would be “hanged,” not hanging with a
rope as we know it, they would be nailed to a piece
of wood.

-4. AND he confessed the power and authority of God —
6:12
« Notice his sentence upon anyone (even kings) who
might destroy the Temple.
* The decree of Darius ended with, “let it be done with
speed” (6:12), and it was! (6:13).

8. They Resumed Building and Completed It —6:13-15

(1) Tatni “did speedily” —6:13

« There were decrees from 3 Persian kings under
which they worked to complete the Temple.

[Cyrus (550-530), Ezra 1:2—4; 6:3-5]
[Darius (521-486), Ezra 6:8-9]
[Artaxerxes (486-464 B.C.), Ezra 7:1, 13]

* God was at work in all of this. He used heathen kings
to accomplish His purpose.

(2) The Building Was Finished —6:14-15
-1. Notice under whose prophesying they prospered —
6:14a

« Haggai and Zechariah again

-2. The completion of the Temple —6:14b-15

« It was done “according to the commandment of the

God of Israel.”

* The Temple was finished on the 3rd day of Adar (12th
month) in the 6th yr. of the reign of Darius. —6:15

- According to Bible scholars that date would have

been March 12, 516 B.C., according to our reckon-

ing. Some differ by one year, more or less.

9. The Temple Dedication —6:16-18

(1) Those involved in the dedication —6:16
¢ Involved in this dedication were “the children of Israel.”
- It does not say, “of Judah and Benjamin.”
- There are no “lost tribes of Israel.”

- There was a sin offering “for all Israel” (6:17). Again it
is clear.
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(2) Their offerings —6:17
* 100 bullocks
* 200 rams
* 400 lambs
¢ 12 he goats, “according to the number of the tribes of
Israel.”
- Again, we do not see any “lost tribes of Israel.”

(3) The Priests and Levites put to their duties —6:18
« The Priests in their divisions
« The Levites in their courses
« It was according to “the Book of Moses,” the Law.

10. The Passover Is Kept —6:19-22

(1) Time —6:19

« Thatwas 1/14/515 B.C., just a little short of 6 weeks after
the dedication of the Temple.
- This was Apr. 21, 516 B.C. (according to our calendar).

e The Passover —6:
- Pointed back to their redemption from Egypt.
- Italso pointed to the death and shed Blood of Christ, our

Passover (I Cor. 5:7).

(2) The Priests and Levites cleansed —6:20-21

It was so they could observe the Passover.

« Only the Israelites could partake of it. Also, they had to
have lived lives which were separated “from the filthiness
of the heathen.”

- Separation is vital!

(3) Unleavened Bread —6:22a
e The Feast of Unleavened Bread accompanied the Pass-
over. It was held —1/15-21/515 B.C.

(4) The king’'s heart —6:22b
¢ His heart had been turned unto them to strengthen their
hands in the work ...

- Notice, it was “the heart of the king of Assyria.” Yet, this
was during the reign of Persia. The Persians ruled over
the lands which the Assyrians once held, it could be said
that Darius was “king of Assyria.”

THE EVENTS OF ESTHER
TAKE PLACE HERE

Fifty-eight years elapsed between Ezra 6 and 7.

The events of the book of Esther took place during
this period. There had been a serious threat from

Haman. The Lorp gave the victory.
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2. The Influence of Ezra —Ezra7-10
(1) The Return Under Ezra —Ezra7-8
e Ezra 7:

* We now see Ezra, the skilled scribe:

1. Who Was Ezra? —7:1-5

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Ezra7:1-10 — What qualities about Ezra do we se¢

here that would be good for us to emulate?

(1) Ezra does not appear in this book until here.— 7:1a
» The Temple has been completed and dedicated, and

the proper order of offerings resumed.

(2) Who Ezra was —7:1b-5

» Ason of Aaron through Eleazar, Phinehas, Abishua,
Zadok, etc. He was of the priestly family, but not the

same as Jeshua (3:2). —7:1-5
- This establishes the priestly authority of Ezra.

2. Ezra Went up from Babylon —7:6-10

(1) Ezra’s office and qualifications —7:6
* He was “ready scribe in the law of Moses” —7:6

- As “a ready scribe in the Law of Moses,” he was an
authority in the Law and a teacher of that Law. —7:6

- Even at that time scribes were teachers of God’s Word:

He had studied the Scriptures and could teach them wel

- The “hand of the bro his God” was upon him. —7:6
Also 7:9.

(2) Ezra went up from Babylon —7:6-9

-1. The king granted all Ezra’s request. —7:6
« This was according to the hand of therb his God
upon him.
-2. Those who went with him —7:7
« Some of the children of Israel

« Ofthe Priests, the Levites, the singers, the Porters, a
the Nethinims.

-3. The time —7:8-9
* The 7th year of the king, the 5th month of. This was
456 B.C.

« He began his trip the first day of the 1st month.
* He arrived on the first day of the 5th month.

« Again, this was “according to the good hand of his
God upon him.”

(3) Ezra’s preparation —7:10
¢ This is why the bro's hand of blessing was upon him.
525
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* Notice 4 things about Ezra in 7:10:
-1. APREPARED heart —Prayer
-2. A SEEKING heart —Training

-3. An OBEDIENT heart —Doing

-4. An OUTFLOWING heart —Teaching

Ezra 7:11-26 — What blessing does God give Ez

[@ 3 The Letter of Artaxerxes Given to Ezra —7:11-26

through authority?

(1) The letter of Artaxerxes —7:11-12

« The copy of a letter given to Ezra by Artaxerxes (464 to

423 B.C.) —7:11-12

- “Artaxerxes, king of kings”

— This was not necessarily arrogance but a statement of fact.

He did indeed rule over kings.

- “Ezra the priest, a scribe of the Law of the God of

heaven”
(2) Highlights —7:13-26
-1. What Ezra was to do and who was to go with him —
7:13-14

« First, those who wanted to go (“freewill”) —7:13

* Notice the “seven counselors”

- cf. Esther 1:13-14

- Ezra7:14

- Ezra 7:15, 28

-2. Even the king and his counselors offered —7:15-19

* Note, they freely offered. —7:15

* Money used to buy animals for sacrifice —7:17-18

* \Vessels were also given. —7:19

-3. Whatever more is needed the king will pay. —7:20-22

¢ See what the limit was. —7:22

-4. He feared the wrath of God upon his realm —7:23

-5. The Priests and Levites did not have to pay taxes —7:24

-6. Consequences of disobedience of the Law —7:25-26

« Judgment would be executed upon whoever would not

do the Law of God.

- Ezra was to establish a system of justice —7:25a

- They were to judge according to the Law —7:25b

¢ This punishment was decreed by the king. —7:26

Ezra 7:27-28 — How can we follow Ezra’s re-

sponse?

4, Ezra’s Praise to God —7:27-28

(1) Ezra blessed “thedrp God” of his fathers —7:27

* The Lorp put it into the king’s heart to do this.

- Cf. Prov. 21:1

« The temple was to be beautified also.
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e Ezra 8:

5. The Traveling Companions of Ezra —8:1-14
* The names are of families — the total is 1,496.

6. Seeking for Levites —8:15-20
(1) He gathered the people at the river —8:15

9:27).
- David and the princes had appointed them to serve the Levite
. A Fast for Protection —8:21-23
« Ezra’s powerful testimony of trust.
(1) He called a fast. —8:21

Ezra

(2) The Lorp had extended mercy to Ezra —7:28
» This mercy was before the king and his court.

« Ezra was strengthened as the hand of tbeolhis God
was upon him

* He gathered “out of Israel chief men” to go with him.

» Ezra’s wise, careful leadership is seen in this chapter,

* He brought those families together.
« He abode in tents for 3 days.

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Ezra 8 — How can we follow Ezra’'s example for|

God’s work today?

* He searched for “the sons of Levi,” but there were none.

(2) He sent to Casiphia for “ministers.” —8:16-17
« He was making sure that the Priests and Nethinims wen

with him.

c

* He sent to the leaders for ministers for the house of God:

(3) They brought some “ministers.” —8:18-20

« Of Mahli (son of Levi) —Sherebiah and his sons —18

Levites —8:18

« Of Merari (son of Levi) —Hashabiah and Jeshaiah ang

their sons —20 Levites —8:19

¢ Of Nethinims —220 Nethinims —8:20

- These were probably descendants of the Gibeonites (Jos

D

« He began by calling for a fast “to seek of Him the right way

for” them — that is, for protection. —8:21

(2) The Lorp was entreated for them. —8:22-23

-1. He was ashamed to seek help from the king —8:22

-2. They fasted and theokp heard. —8:23

* So they fasted and theokp was entreated of them —

8:23

- Seelsa. 31:1: “Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help;

and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they a
many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; bt

™ @

|

they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the

Lorp!”
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8. They Took Care of the Treasure —8:24-30
e The care of the valuables —8:24-30, 33a

(1) He properly entrusted the treasure —8:24-29

* He separated 12 of the chief of the Priests and entrusted
them with the valuables —8:24-29

(2) He explained their stewardship — 2 reasons
—8:28-29

-1. The treasures were holy unto therb. —8:28
* He explained to them that they were holy unto the
Lorp —8:28
-2. They would give account for the treasure. —8:29
« They were but stewards, and stewards must give ac-
count (see | Cor. 4:1-2).

- Many a Christian worker has lost his testimony when it
comes to the question of valuables—of money.

- The Apostle Paul did much the same kind of thing with the
money sent from Corinth. —I Cor. 16:1-4

- See Jeremiah 48:10a, “Cursed be he that doeth the work of
the Loro deceitfully ...”

9. Their Safe Arrival in Jerusalem —8:31-36

(1) Their departure from the river (Ahava) —8:31a
¢ They departed for Jerusalem on the 12th day of the 1st
month —8:31a

- They had been in the encampment for a while (8:15) and now
depart from it.

(2) The Lorp protected them —8:31b
* God gave them the protection they had requested in
8:21-23.

* They had a huge amount of wealth with them. —8:31b

(3) Their actions in Jerusalem —8:32-36
-1. They first abode there for 3 days. —8:32

-2. They weighed out the valuables —8:33-34
« It was the 4th day when they weighed out the valu-
ables.
« This was the final accounting of the stewardship of
those men.
-3. The people who came offered offerings —8:35
« These were those who accompanied Ezra.
« Notice what they offered and for whom.

-4. Mission to the Kings Governors Completed —8:36

« Ezrawas faithful in his responsibility to the king, even
though those people had opposed them earlier.
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Ezra

Raising Godly Generations

(2) The Reformation Under Ezra  —Ezra 9—10

“Salting the Oats”

Ezra 9:1-2 — How does the sin Ezra found in

Jerusalem effect the people of God and th

e

* Ezra 9:
1. Bad News — No Separation —9:1-2
(1) Abominations —9:1

work of God today?

e The people were doing according to the abominations of

the Canaanites, etc. —9:1

- Ezra arrived in Jerusalem a number of years after the

first return under Zerubbabel. The Temple had been

rebuilt but not the walls of the city. However, this sin had

become rampant.

(2) Intermarriage causing those abominations —9:2
« They had intermarried and mingled with the people of the
land —9:2

- Separation was commanded for them, see Exod. 23:32

33; Deut. 7:2-3 and other passages.

- Israel is called “the holy seed.”

- This is the way their problems began (see Judges).

- The leaders were the chief offenders in this. They had

Ezra 9:3-15 — How should we relate Ezra’s re

sponse to this sin to our lives and ministrie

led.
2. Ezra’s Sorrow —9:3-4
(1) The sorrow of Ezra —9:3

today?

* What Ezra did reveals his sorrow at their sin. —9:3

- Did he pull out all his hair?

Had he been High Priest (which he wasn't) he could not have
plucked out his hair (Lev. 21:10). Ezra did show extreme grief

The plucking of the hair was a means of showing mourning.

(2) God fearing men joined Ezra in grief —9:4

* Those who feared God’s Word assembled with him. They

revered the Word of God.

- It is not now much our Bible is marked up with notes and

underlining, or how full our notebooks af2o we revere His

word?
3. Ezra’s Prayer —9:5-15
(1) Shameful confession —9:5-9

« His prayer was one of shameful confession.

- He said, “our iniquities” —He identified himself with

them.

- Itis a but a remnant —9:8

Ezra 9:8 “nail,” cf. Isa. 22:22-23. The nail is Christ!

(2) His request —9:10-15
-1. Ezra then asks, “O our God, what shall we say after
this?” —9:10a
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stand out in Ezra and in all Israel as the seek to

obey God in this chapter?

11/11/99

Ezra

-2. And his confession continued —9:10b-15
(1. They had forsaken His commandments. —9:10b

(2. The command was to not intermarry with the people
of the land. —9:11-12
(3. God had judged them in mercy. —9:13
- He had punished them less than their iniquities
deserved.
- He gave them “such deliverance as this.”

-3. He appealed to theokp for mercy. —9:14-15
¢ He recognized that they would deserve His judgment.
—9:14
* He confessed that theokb is righteous, because He
had not yet judged them. —9:15a
- They remained “yet escaped.”

* He recognized that they were before therh. They
were before Him in their trespasses. —9:15b

« Also, he confessed that they could not stand before the
Lorp because of that sin. —9:15¢

e Ezra 10:

4. The Sorrow of the People —10:1
« When Ezra had confessed there was great weeping by a “very
great congregation.”

- First, Ezra, the Scribe, descendant of Aaron the High Priest
confessed. Then, after that the people came weeping.

5. Confession of the Leaders —10:2-8

(1) Shechaniah confessed to specifics —10:2-5
-1. Action originated with the people. —10:2
« Shechaniah, one of the congregation initiated the
action here.

- He was spokesman for the offenders, though it is not said
that he was guilty.

« It came from the people, not Ezra, their leader.
- Cf. Deut. 30:8-10 as to what they must do.
-2. The appeal of Shechaniah —10:3-4

* Make a covenant with thedrp to put away the wives
and their offspring from those marriages. —10:3

« He tells Ezra to arise because the thing was under his
jurisdiction (10:5). —10:4
-3. Ezra’s response to Shechaniah’s appeal. —10:5

¢ Ezra arose and made the Chief Priests Levites and all
Israel to swear that they would do what Shechaniah
called for in 10:3.
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Ezra

Raising Godly Generations

(2) Ezra continued to mourn —10:6
* He arose from before the house of God.

“Salting the Oats”

« He went into the chamber of Johanan, son of Eliashib.

* He did not eat or drink because of his mourning.

(3) The people called to Jerusalem —10:7-8

-They were to be there within 3 days —10:8a

-There would be serious penalties for those who would nat

come —10:8b
6. Separation of the People —10:9-44
(1) The gathering of the people —10:9

e They gathered within 3 days.

It was on the 9th month, 20th day.

It was the month of December.

(2) Ezra called for confession and separatid:10-11

(3) They decided upon a more lengthy procedure

—10:12-17

-1. The problems of the job —10:13

e The people were many. —10:13a

¢ It was “a time of much rain.” —10:13b

- They could not stand outside because of the wet and cold.

« It was a big job. —10:13c

- Those who had married “strange wives” were separateg

from them.

-2. The system of cleansing —10:14-15

« They sent men to summon the offenders from each

city.

(1. It was under the charge of the rulers —10:14a

(2. Offenders to come by appointment —10:14b

- Those who had taken strange wives

- The elders and judges of every city also to come.

(3. The men appointed to summon offenders —10:15

-3. About 3 months were required for this. —10:16-17
« The time taken was from the 1st day of the 10th month

until the 1st day of the 1st month.

(4) The offenders named —10:18-44

¢ The names of those involved.

- Priests (17 were guilty) —10:18-22

— They “gave their hands” in obedience to the vow made —

10:19a

— The Priests offered sacrifice —10:19b

— Ram required by Lev. 6:4-6

- Levites (10 were guilty) —10:23-24

- Then the names of the guilty in Israel (86 men in all) —

10:25-43
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« Some had children by these wives, making the separation
much more difficult —10:44

END OF EZRA
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