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OVERVIEW OF II SAMUEL
Here David of Judah replaces Saul of Benjamin as king

(5:1–3) over Judah first and then over all Israel. He builds a
strong unified kingdom (5:12), and subdues Israel’s enemies
(8:1–3, 6, 11–14). David was a man of war (17:8), and a
conquering hero (22:35–46). In all of these things, David is
a type of Christ (Psalm 2:8–9; 110:5–6; Rev. 11:5; 19:15).

In this we see:

1. The first time a ruler is likened to a shepherd (5:2).
”Feed my people Israel.” “Feed” means, “to tend as a flock,”
“to pasture,” or “to shepherd.”

2. It is David who first describes the king of Israel as “the
LORD’s anointed.” It was in I Samuel 24:6 first. But see II
Samuel 1:14, 16, 21; 2:4–7; 3:39; 5:3, 17; 19:10; 22:51.

3. II Samuel contains two parables: (1) The Parable of
the Selfish One (II Sam. 12), and (2) The Parable of the
Banished One (II Sam. 15:1–20).

The second primary message of II Samuel is “be sure
your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23). This is seen in
various persons through the narrative of the book.

In David’s sin the Divine punishment was swift, but
also there was forgiveness (12:13). It must be remembered,
however, that, though there was forgiveness, the conse-
quences were still to be seen. David and his family suffered
because of that sin.

OUTLINE

1. Civil War after Saul’s Death – Chs. 1— 4

(1) David’s lament over Saul and Jonathan
— II Sam. 1

(1:17, 27)

• II Sam. 1:

1. David’s reaction to Saul’s death —1:1–16

(1) David receives the report of Saul’s death —1:1–10

-1. Where David was —1:1

• Notice, David had not been involved in the battle
against the Philistines, but against the Amalekites (cf.
I Sam. 30) —1:1

-2. The Amalekite messenger —1:2–3

• It was on the third day, after David’s defeat of the
Amalekites. —1:2

II Samuel 1:1–16 - The account of David receiv-
ing the report of Saul’s death contains real
insight into Saul’s sin with the Amalekites,
Saul’s death and David himself. What are
they?
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• The man came running with indications of mourning
on himself. —1:2

• He reported that he had escaped out of the camp of
Israel. —1:3
- This presents an interesting situation. David had

just defeated the Amalekites. Now comes one indi-
cating that he had been with Saul.

-3. He reported the defeat of Israel and death of Saul. —1:4
• The people of Israel had fled.
• Many of the people of Israel were dead.
• Saul and Jonathan were both dead.

-4. David asked for proof of the deaths. —1:5
• How would he know that Saul and Jonathan were both

dead.

-5. The young man’s story of Saul’s death —1:6–10

• Compare the report of the Amalekite with I Sam. 31.
Either the account of Saul’s death in I Sam. 31:3–6 is
incomplete, or the young Amalekite lied.

• He brought proof of Saul’s death. —1:10
- It was Saul’s crown and the bracelet from his arm.
- This would certainly be proof positive that the young man

had either done what he said he did or that he ran across the
bodies of Saul and Jonathan.

(2) David’s initial shock and mourning —1:11–12

-1. First, David rent his clothes. —1:11

• He and all his men did this.

-2. They mourned, wept and fasted. —1:12

• This lasted until evening.

• It was for Saul, Jonathan, for the people of the LORD,
and for “the house of Israel.”

- It was a very dark time for Israel, thanks to Saul’s
rebellion.

(3) The execution of the young man —1:13–16

-1. He should have feared to kill God’s anointed. —1:13

-2. He called upon one of his young men to kill the man. —
1:14

• I am convinced that the Amalekite was lying, and that
the account given in I Sam. 31:3–6 is the true one.
Various things may have influenced the young man of
Amalek to claim credit: (1) David had just defeated
the Amalekites three days earlier, and he was one of
them; (2) He knew that David had been fleeing from
Saul, and perhaps thought he would ingratiate himself
with David if it were to be known that he killed Saul
(See 4:10). He was wrong. David respected God’s
man; and (3)  He may have sought credit for the
“mercy killing.”

- What about “mercy killing”? Life is precious in the eyes of
God —Gen. 9:4–7. Also, see the Law of Moses.
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2. David’s anguish over Saul and Jonathan —1:17–27

(1) David’s Lamentation —1:17–18

-1. David lamented “with this lamentation” (to follow in v.
19–27).

-2. There are two views about v. 18:

(1. He wanted the children of Judah to know how to use
the bow in battle so they could equal the Philistines
in that ability.
• Jonathan is the only one mentioned in I Sam. up to this

point who used a bow and arrows (I Sam. 20:36–38; II
Sam. 1:22). Israel needed archers!

(2. He wanted the children of Judah taught about the
great men of war (of the bow) in Israel. Such was
written in the book of Jasher.
• Since Jonathan was an archer, David may have desired

that he go down in Israel’s history as such. However, this
lament is not for Jonathan only, but for both men.

• Which do I accept? I accept the first, just as it appears
in the KJV, and according to my explanations.

(2) Now, David’s song of lamentation —1:19–27
• Note the statement, “how are the mighty fallen…” —1:19,

25, 27

• What a tribute by David. Though Saul sought his life, he
still loved and respected him. See, “The beauty of Israel
…” or, “The glory of Israel …” – The idea is that of
splendor and honor. That was a bit tarnished in Saul, for
we see him as God saw him. How did the nations regard
him? This may well express it.

• II Sam. 2:

(2) A divided kingdom         —II Sam. 2:1–11
(2:4, 8–10).

1. David anointed king over Judah —2:1–7

(1) David went to Hebron —2:1–3
• The LORD instructed David to go to Hebron.
• He took his wives —2:2

- Ahinoam the Jezreelitess
- Abigail, Nabal’s wife the Carmelite

- The problem of David’s polygamy will be discussed
in chapter 5 (5:13–16). [See 3:2–5 also.]

• He moved his men and their families. —2:3

• David and his people went up by faith in God’s Word.

(2) Judah anointed David as their king. —2:4
• Samuel had already anointed —I Sam. 16:13.

- He was God’s choice, but the people had to receive (or acknowl-
edge) him. Christ is the Anointed of God, He is the Saviour, but
we must accept Him as OUR Saviour.

II Samuel 1:17–27 - What insight into David’s
heart is given here in his lament of Saul and
Jonathan?

II Samuel 2:1–32 - Note the sequence of events
after Saul’s death.

Why is it so important to seek God’s leadership
first?

Who really was the one whom God anointed
king?
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(3) Commendation of Jabesh-gilead —2:5–7
• David was not only a fighter, he was also a diplomat.

• These people had taken care of the bodies of Saul and
Jonathan (31:11–13).

• It is evident that David was encouraging them to join him
(2:7).

2. Succession of Ishbosheth as King over Israel —2:8–10

(1) Abner —2:8a
• Abner was Saul’s uncle and captain of his army.

- See I Sam. 14:50.

• Abner knew the facts of David’s calling, see II Sam. 3:9.

(2) Ishbosheth —2:8b
• Saul’s sons (I Sam. 14:49): Jonathan, Ishui, Malchishua

—but where did Ishbosheth come in?

• See I Chron. 8:33; 9:39 (Eshbaal) 4th son of Saul. Born
while Saul was king. He was 40 years of age (2:10).

(3) Mahanaim —2:8c
• This place has a long history:

- Gen. 32:2

- It means “two camps.” There certainly were two camps
in Israel at that time, the camp of David and that of Saul.

ISHBOSHETH:

• 1. Establishment —II Sam. 2:8–32

• 2. Deterioration —II Sam. 3

• 3. Destruction —II Sam. 4

Regardless of what Abner did, David was
God’s man to be king over Israel. Abner
knew that, too. —2:8–9; cf. 3:9–10, 18

• He was made king over the following (see map) —2:9
- Gilead (east of Jordan),
- The Ashurites
- Jezreel
- Ephraim
- Benjamin

• He reigned 2 years. —2:10a

- He was 40 years of age when he became king.

(4) A divided nation —2:10b–11

• David’s reign in Hebron:

- The house of Judah followed David. —2:10b

- David reigned 7 years and 6 months in Hebron. —2:11

- He was reigning over the men of Judah (2:4).
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(3) David steadily gains —II Sam. 2:12 – 3:21
(2:17; 3:1–21)

1. The first battle — Civil war began —2:12–17

(1) The meeting at Gibeon —2:12–13
• Abner and his men went to Gibeon. —2:12
• Joab also went to Gibeon. —2:13

(2) Abner challenged Joab to a contest. —2:14
• It was to have a contest between two groups of represen-

tative fighters.

• Perhaps these were champions from among the armies.

(3) The contest and its result —2:15–16
• There were 12 men from each army. —2:15
• Every one of them killed his opponent. —2:16

(4) Abner was defeated in the battle. —2:17
• A battle followed the contest.
• Abner and his army were defeated.

2. Asahel and Abner —2:18–25

(1) Who Asahel was —2:18
• He was of Zeruiah (sister of David).
• He was brother of Joab and Abishai.

• Those men were all great athletes and fighters.
• Asahel could run fast!

(2) Asahel pursued Abner —2:19

(3) Abner first warned Asahel, then killed him.—2:20–23
• Abner stuck the point of the spear in the ground and

Asahel ran up on the but end of it and was impaled.

(4) The pursuit to the hill Ammah —2:24–25
• The children of Benjamin took a stand on that hill.

3. Armistice (of sorts) —2:26–32

(1) Abner appealed to Joab —2:26–28
• He appealed to Joab to call off his pursuit. —2:26
• “It was your fault in the first place.” —2:27

- Abner had issued the challenge to start the battle.
•  Joab blew the trumpet to call off his army. —2:28

(2) Abner returned to Mahanaim. —2:29

(3) The results of the battle —2:30–32
• David lost 19 men and Asahel. —2:30

• Abner lost 360 men. —2:31

• They buried Asahel. —2:32a

• Joab and his men returned to Hebron. —2:32b
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• II Sam. 3:

4. War and Confusion —3:1–6

(1) War between the houses of Saul and David —3:1
• There was a long war.

• The house of David became stronger and stronger, while
the that of Saul became weaker and weaker.

(2) Marital Confusion in David’s house —3:2–6
• David’s polygamy was probably his greatest problem.

See 3:2–5, and the discussion under 5:13–16. What
David began Solomon carried to the greatest extreme
(I Kings 11:1–8). David bore the consequences of this
in his later years.

• David’s sons born while he was at Hebron:

-1. Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess

-2. Chileab, of Abigail, wife of Nabal

-3. Absalom, of Maachah, daughter of Talmai, king of
Geshur

-4. Adonijah, son of Haggith

-5. Shephatiah, son of Abital

-6. Ithream, by Eglah

• “Abner made himself strong for the house of Saul.” —3:6
- Abner was the power of Saul’s house. It is clear that he

instigated the reign of Ishbosheth, he started the battle, and he
seemingly carried it on.

5. Disagreement over Saul’s concubine —3:7–11

(1) The accusation by Ishbosheth —3:7–8
• The Protest by Ishbosheth against Abner. —3:7

- He accused Abner of violating his father’s concubine.

- Was Abner guilty? Or was it a false accusation?

- Such an Act would have been very dishonorable.
— It would have been a treasonous act, as it would have been

in essence a claim to the throne.

• Abner angrily denied the accusation. —3:8

- He had shown kindness to the house of Saul.

- He said he had not delivered Ishbosheth into the hand of
David.

(2) Abner’s threat to turn the kingdom to David —3:9–10

• Abner admits the LORD had sworn to David. —3:9
- That is, he recognized that the kingdom was David’s.

See Abner’s statement in 3:18.

• He will translate the kingdom to David. —3:10

- It is all over for Ishbosheth, who was basically a good
man, though he was very weak.

(3) Ishbosheth feared Abner —3:11
• Abner had made himself strong for the house of Saul (3:6).

II Samuel 3:1–39 - Note the different examples
of confusion at this point in Israel's history.

What causes confusion and how can we avoid it?
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6. Abner’s League with David —3:12–21

(1) Abner approached David. —3:12–13
• He committed himself to David. —3:12

- He would bring all Israel to David.
• David presented his conditions. —3:13

- He sent word that his condition was the return of Michal,
his wife.

(2) Michal was returned to David. —3:14–16

-1. David sent his request to Ishbosheth. —3:14
• He asked for his wife to be returned.
• David had “espoused” her for 100 foreskins of the

Philistines at great threat to his life.

-2. Ishbosheth delivered her. —3:15–16

• He took Michal from Phaltiel, her husband.
- She had been given to Phaltiel (I Sam. 25:44).

• Phaltiel came along weeping, but Abner sent him
back. —3:16

- He was another victim of Saul’s stubbornness.

(3) Abner’s efforts —3:17–21

-1. He persuaded the men of Israel —3:17–19a
• He talked to the elders of Israel. —3:17

• He quoted the LORD’s word concerning David. —3:18

- The LORD is quoted as calling David His “servant.”
• He spoke to the men of Benjamin. —3:19a

-2. Abner went to David in Hebron. —3:19b–21
• He came with 20 men. —3:19b–20

• David made him a feast. —3:20
• Their agreement —3:21a
• David sent Abner away in peace. —3:21b

(4) Abner and Ishbosheth murdered
— II Sam. 3:22 — 4:12

(3:27; 4:5–6)

1. Joab Murders Abner —3:22–39

(1) Joab’s alarm at the agreement with Abner.—3:22–25

-1. Joab came in from pursuing a troop. —3:22

-2. Someone told Joab about Abner’s visit. —3:23

-3. Joab then confronted David. —3:24–25

• He said that Abner came to deceive David. —3:25

(2) Joab called Abner back and killed him. —3:26–27

-1. He sent a messenger to Abner. —3:26

-2. Joab then killed him. —3:27

• Note, he was at Hebron (3:27), a city of refuge.
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(3) David absolved himself of the guilt. —3:28–30
• David’s curse upon Joab —3:28–29

• We see that Joab and Abishai together slew Abner to
avenge the death of Asahel. —3:30

(4) David and the people mourned for Abner.—3:31–38

-1. They mourned. —3:31

-2. They buried Abner in Hebron. —3:32

-3. David’s lament over Abner —3:33–34

• Abner was a great warrior, but he died by deceit: “as
a fool dieth.”

-4. David’s mourning for Abner won him the hearts of
Israel. —3:35–38

(5) David then lamented the “sons of Zeruiah.” —3:39
• He said they were too hard for him.

• Joab showed his loyalty to David later. See 19:5–7.

• II Sam. 4:

2. The Murder of Ishbosheth —4:1–12

(1) Fear in Israel —4:1
• Ishbosheth feared, and his hands were feeble.

• All Israel was troubled.

(2) The two murderers —4:2–3

-1. Two men, captains of bands. —14:2a

-2. Their names: Baanah, Rechab — of Benjamin —14:2b

(3) The other possible heir to the throne —4:4
• Jonathan’s son, Mephibosheth.

- This gives the story of his lameness.

• We shall see him before too long.

(4) The murder of Ishbosheth —4:5–8

-1. They killed him while he rested. —4:5–6

• It was during the heat of the day. He lay on the bed at
noon.

-2. They took his head to David. —4:7–8

• It is clear that they expected to be rewarded.

(5) David executed the murderers —4:9–12

-1. He reminded them of the one who claimed to have
executed Saul. —4:9–10

-2. He speaks of them as being wicked men who slew a
righteous man. —4:11

-3. He slew them and cut off their hands and feet. —4:12

II Samuel 4:1–12 - How does the confusion noted
in chapter 3 continue in chapter 4?

How can confusion be avoided?
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NOTICE the many incidents of killing in these first 4
chapters:

• 1. Of Saul —Alleged “mercy killing” (1:10)
—Note the discrepancy in accounts —I Sam. 31

• 2. Of the Amalekite — execution (1:14–16)
• 3. Of the 24 ”contestants” — carnage (2:15–17)
• 4. Of Asahel by Abner — treachery, though self-de-

fense (2:18–23) Asahel (2:30), not the 20th, but
special.

• 5. Of Judah’s 19 men and Israel’s 360 men — Civil
strife (2:30–31)

• 6. Abner killed by Joab — treachery again, vengeance
(3:22–39)

• 7. Ishbosheth assassinated (4:5–7)
• 8. The sons of Rimmon — execution for killing

Ishbosheth. (4:8–12)

— When God’s man is not in his rightful place there is confu-
sion. Consider these events in light of James 3:16.

2. David Fully Established —Chs. 5 — 10

• II Sam. 5:

(1) Made King Over All Israel —II Sam. 5:1–5
(5:3)

1. All Israel united behind David —5:1–2

(1) All the Tribes of Israel came to David —5:1
• They came to Hebron.

• They said, “we are thy bone and thy flesh.” They were one
people.

(2) The admission or confession by Israel —5:2
• They recognized God’s hand upon David.

- They recalled his time as a captain under Saul.
- They recognized God’s command to David.

2. A constitutional monarchy —5:3

(1) The elders of Israel came.

(2) David made a “league” with them in Hebron.
• There was an agreement of some sort.

- This is worthy of some careful and thoughtful consideration.

• They then anointed him.

3. David’s age and his reign —5:4–5

(1) He was 30 when he began to reign. —5:4a

(2) He reigned 40 years —5:4b–5
• He reigned 7 years and 6 months in Hebron (over Judah).

• He reigned in Jerusalem (over Judah and Israel) 33 years.

II Samuel 5:1–5 - What details stand out about
David’s rise to king of all Israel?
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(2) Makes Jerusalem His Capital — 5:6–25
(5:7, 9)

1. Jerusalem made David’s capital —5:6–9

• He overcame the Jebusites —5:6–9

- Cf. I Chron. 11:4–9

(1) The confident boast of the Jebusites —5:6
• David would have to conquer their blind and lame in order

to take the city.
• They were very confident in their fortifications.

(2) David took the stronghold of Zion. —5:7–8
• For a parallel but more detailed account of this victory see

I Chron. 11:4–7.
• The “gutter” was the tunnel which brought water into the

city. They entered the city through it.

(3) He called it “the city of David” —5:9
• Jerusalem taken —”the city of David” —5:9

• The first reference to Zion is in v. 7. It is identified as the
southwest hill of Jerusalem, the older and higher part of
the city. The name later extended —Isa. 8:18; Joel 3:17;
Mic. 4:7. And it was often used for the whole of Jerusalem
—II Kings 19:21. And then, in Heb. 12:22, it is used to
refer to heaven.
- Notice all of the references to Zion in the Psalms.

• David built up the city. See I Chron. 11:8.

2. David’s increase —5:10–12

(1) Parallel statements —5:10
• David “grew great.”

• “The LORD God of hosts was with him.”
• See I Chron. 11:9.

(2) The beginning of friendship with Hiram —5:11
• This was Hiram king of Tyre.

- Cf. I Chron. 14:1–2.
- Hiram worked with Solomon on the Temple (I Kings 5:1–18).

• This was the beginning of a long friendship.

(3) What David perceived at this point —5:12
• The LORD had established him king over Israel.
• The LORD had exalted his kingdom “for his people Israel’s

sake.”

• See I Chron. 14:2.

3. MORE POLYGAMY! —5:13–16

(1) David took more concubines and wives. —5:13a
• He took them “out of Jerusalem.”

• This was after he left Hebron.

II Samuel 5:6–16 - How does this passage dem-
onstrate that our most difficult and danger-
ous enemies cannot be seen?
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(2) Sons and daughters were born to David.—5:13b–16
-1. Shammuah
-2. Shobab
-3. Nathan

• Mary, Jesus’ mother was of Nathan. See Luke 3:31.

-4. Solomon
-5. Ibhar
-6. Elishua

-7. Nepheg
-8. Japhia
-9. Elishama

-10. Eliada
-11. Eliphalet

Polygamy:

• Was the curse of David and Solomon.
- See also 3:2–5 and my notes there.

• Polygamy condemned —Deut. 17:15–17

- There is no question that David’s lust led to the
many family problems of his later years:

— Amnon violated his half-sister Tamar —Ch. 13
— Absalom killed Amnon
— Absalom (grandson of the king of Geshur)

tried to take the kingdom and was killed.
— Adonijah tried to take the kingdom from So-

lomon (I Kings 1:5–ff.).
- How could God use David? He used him despite

his polygamy.

4. Wars against the Philistines —5:17–25

(1) The Philistines attacked —5:17–18
• They heard that David was now king over Israel. —5:17

- They came up to seek David.

- David went down to the hold (wherever that was).

• They spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim, pre-
pared to do battle. —5:18

(2) The LORD gave the victory. —5:19–21

-1. David consulted the LORD —5:19

• “Shall I go up?”

• “… wilt thou deliver?”

• The LORD’s answer: “Go up … I will doubtless deliver
the Philistines into thine hand.”

-2. David defeated them at Baal-perazim. —5:20

• Baal-perazim means “the Lord of breaking forth.” The
picture is that of water breaking through a dam. David
may have broken through the Philistines in such a way.

II Samuel 5:17–25 - What was the key factor for
David’s victory over the Philistines?

How can we have God’s leadership today?
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-3. David and his men burned the images which the Philis-
tine abandoned. —5:21

• Those images had failed them.

• See I Chron. 14:12 and Deut. 7:5, 25.

(3) The second Philistine attack —5:22–25

-1. The Philistines spread in the same place. —5:22

-2. David consulted the LORD a second time —5:23–24

• The LORD gave him a test. —5:23–24
- He was not to go up, but to “fetch a compass” (circle

around) the Philistines.

• He was to wait for the “sound of a going in the tops of
the mulberry trees.” —5:24

- The sound of the “going” or marching in the tops of
the mulberry trees —The LORD’s host??

- Notice, “… for then shall the LORD go out before
thee, to smite the host of the Philistines.” As in the
conquest of the land under Joshua, as well as at other
times, the LORD  fought the battle for Israel.

-3. A second victory —5:25

• David passed this test! He did as the Lord said.

• They smote the Philistines from Geba to Gazer (see a
map).

• Contrast this with Saul in I Sam. 13. Saul was
to wait for Samuel; and in I Sam. 15 he was told
to exterminate Amalek. Saul failed both tests.

• II Sam. 6:

(3) Brings the Ark to Jerusalem —II Sam. 6
(6:3, 6–7, 12–15)

— David’s concern for THE ARK of the LORD —6:1–23

(1) David’s failure to observe the LORD’s way.—6:1–11

-1. He went to Ba´ale of Judah for the Ark. —6:1–2

• See I Chron. 13:5–14 for a parallel account.

• He gathered 30,000 chosen men. —6:1

• Ba´ale of Judah was Kirjath-jearim (See I Sam. 7:1).
—6:2

- God, “whose name is called by the name of the LORD of
hosts”

- God, that dwelleth between the cherubims.”

-3. A right thing done in the wrong way —6:3
• Good intentions: “a new cart.”

• They set the Ark on that new cart.

• They brought it out of the house of Abinadab.

• Uzzah and Ahio, sons of Abinadab, drove the cart.

II Samuel 6:1–11 - Why did God move against
Israel in this manner?
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• What was the right way? See Ex. 25:12–15; Num.
3:30–31; 4:15. The Levites were to bear it.
- The Philistines had gotten by with this method (See I Sam.

6:7–8). But it was not the LORD’s way.

-4. The rejoicing of the procession. —6:4–5

• Instrumental music

-5. Judgment! —6:6–7

• The oxen shook the cart, and the Ark.

• Uzzah was protecting it. —6:6

• The Lord smote Uzzah. —6:7
- None were to even see the Ark (Num. 4:5), let alone

to touch it.

-6. David’s anger and perplexity —6:8–9

• He was displeased “because the LORD had made a
breach upon Uzzah.”
- He called the place Perez-uzzah, meaning “the breach of

Uzzah.”

• David was afraid of the LORD.
- We need a lot more of the fear of the Lord in our day.

• He asked how the Ark should come to him.

- See his conclusion in I Chron. 15:2.

-7. He left the Ark in the house of Obed-edom. —6:10–11

• It remained there for 3 months. —6:11

(2)  David follows the LORD’s way —6:12–13

-1. David went again to bring the Ark. —6:12

• He heard that the LORD blessed the house of Obed-
edom because of the Ark of God. —6:12

–2. Obedience —6:13a
• They bore the Ark.

–3. They brought the Ark to Jerusalem. —6:13b
• It was with sacrifices.

(3) David’s rejoicing demonstrated —6:14–16

-1. David danced before the LORD. —6:14

-2. They brought the Ark with shouting and trumpet sound
—6:15

-3. Michal saw him and despised him. —6:16

(4) The celebrations surrounding this event —6:17–19

-1. They put it in the tent that David had made. —6:17a

-2.  David offered offerings. —6:17b–18

–3. He distributed food to the people. —6:19

(5) Michal’s criticism and judgment —6:20–23

-1. Michal accused him of uncovering himself. —6:20

• She said he had uncovered himself before the women
(handmaids) in Israel.

• He was not naked, but was clothed in a linen ephod.

II Samuel 6:12–23 - Note the response when they
followed God’s ways to move the Ark.

How can we do a right thing the wrong way?

Does it make any difference?

Why?
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-2. David said it was before the LORD. —6:21–22

• It was his way of praising the LORD Who had chosen
him to be king in the place of Michal’s father.

-3. Michal was barren throughout her life. —6:23

• This was clearly God’s judgment upon her.

• II Sam. 7:

(4) God’s Covenant with David —II Sam. 7

• This chapter brings us to one of the great turning points of
the Bible. Also, this is one of the most important Messi-
anic passages in all of Scripture.

• Sequences of Messianic predictions  up to this
point:

– The Seed of the woman —Gen. 3:15
– Comes of Abraham —Gen. 12:1–3
– And is of Judah —Gen. 49:10

– See also Deut. 18.
– Now, a descendant of David.

• The message of the Bible following this rests upon
the promise that God makes to David in this place.

- The Old Testament prophets based their un-
derstanding of the kingdom upon this promise
(Jer. 23:5).

- The New Testament begins with its recognition
(Matt. 1:1)

- This was the message from the angel Gabriel to
Mary (Luke 1:32–33).

- Peter began here on the day of Pentecost (Acts
2:25–31).

- Paul began here in Romans 1:3
- The New Testament closes here (Rev. 22:16)

—Adapted from J. Vernon McGee

• Of course, let us not forget, the LORD had also made
promises to Abraham and others. These too He will
keep.

1. David’s desire to build a Temple —7:1–3

(1) David’s desire to build a Temple —7:1–2

-1. David had peace from war (“rest from all his en-
emies).  —7:1

-2. He wanted the Ark in a house. —7:2
• He lived in a house of cedar.
• The Ark of God was “within curtains.”
• He had brought the Ark to Jerusalem, now he wants to

house it.

II Samuel 7:1–17 - What do we learn here about
our Lord and our relationship to Him?
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(2) The Prophet Nathan agreed with him —7:3
• Nathan had not yet consulted the LORD, but he said, “the

LORD is with thee,” and the LORD was with David, but not
in building a Temple.

2. The Davidic Covenant —7:4–17

(1) The Word of the LORD —7:4–7

-1. “Shalt thou …?” —7:4–5
• God appeared to Nathan to correct him.

• He told Nathan to ask David, “Shalt thou build me an
house for me to dwell in?”

- David is presuming.

-2. He had been in a tent since the Exodus. —7:6

-3. He had not asked them to build Him a house. —7:7

• The LORD had not instructed —7:7

(2) God’s providential choice of David —7:8–11

-1. David’s origins and exaltation —7:8

• He had taken David from being a shepherd to be ruler
over His people.

-2. God’s blessing on him —7:9

• He had been with David.

• He had cut off David’s enemies.

• He had made David’s name great.

-3. The LORD gave a land to His people. —7:10–11a

(3) God promised to build David a house —7:11b
• God would not let David build the Temple —7:4–11a

- It was because David was a bloody man, see I Chron.
22:8 and 28:3.

• The LORD is saying, in effect: “I will not let you build me
an house, but I will build you an house.”

(4) The Davidic Covenant —7:12–17

-1. David’s son would succeed him and establish David’s
kingdom. —7:12

• The LORD promised a King and a kingdom to come in
the line of David (7:11b–13, 16).

-2. That son (Solomon) would build the Temple. —7:13a
(1. Temple — “He shall build an house for my name”

-3. The throne of that kingdom would be established for
ever. —7:13b
(2. Royal authority  — “I will establish the throne”
(3. Sphere of rule — “kingdom”  (See Jer. 33:20–22, 25–26).

-4. Though his sins merit chastening, the LORD’s mercy
shall not depart from him. —7:14–15

• II Sam. 7:14 does not only refer to Solomon, but to
Christ. “I will be his Father, and He shall be my son”
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(7:14a). This is seen in Heb. 1:5 as referring to Christ.
Also, Christ was made sin for us. Bishop Horsley
translates, “If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him,
with the rod of men,” as “When guilt is laid upon him,
I will chasten Him with the rod of men.” (What the
Bishop says is true, Christ did bear our guilt. No other
person has translated this in this way,  as far as I know.)

-5. David’s house, his kingdom, and his throne shall be
established for ever. —7:16

• Of course, this is fulfilled in the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
See Luke 1:31–33.

• It will be for ever. Again I must refer the readers to Jer.
33:20–22 and 25–26.

-6. Nathan spoke these words to David. —7:17

• This covenant is confirmed with an oath —Psalm
89:34–37

• For David’s understanding of these words see II Sam.
7:25 and 23:5.

• Christ is the fulfillment of this great Covenant!

3. David’s humble praise to the LORD —7:18–29
• So much could be said about this humble prayer of David.

(1) Thanks with respect to his house —7:18–22
• He magnifies the LORD. —7:22

(2) Thanks with respect to God’s people —7:23–24

• The LORD is become God of this people. —7:24

(3) His confident close to the prayer. —7:25–29
• Let —7:26

-1. Thy name be magnified for ever …
-2. The house of David be established before thee

• Why David prays. —7:27

• His confidence in the Words of the LORD. —7:28
• He prays that it all may be so. —7:29

(5) David’s Conquests and Grace to Mephibosheth
—8–10

(8:11; 9:6–7; 10:18–19)

• II Sam. 8:

1. David Defeats his enemies —8:1–18

(1) The Philistines —8:1

-1. He smote the Philistines and subdued them.

• That is, he conquered them.

-2. He took Meth´eg-am´mah out of their hand.

• Metheg-ammah, bridle of the mother, a figurative
name for a chief city.

II Samuel 7:18–29 - What do we learn here about
our praise and worship of God?

II Samuel 8:1–18 - What evidence do we see of
God’s blessing on David?

How does God evidence His blessing in our
lives?



“Salting the Oats”

©
 P

io
ne

er
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ou
rc

es
R

t. 
3,

 B
ox

 2
32

0,
 R

ap
id

 C
ity

, S
D

  5
77

01

247

11/1/00

Raising Godly GenerationsII Samuel

• Thus, he subdued their capital or strongest city, that is,
Gath (I Chron. 18:1).

(2) The Moabites —8:2

-1. He smote Moab.

• The Moabites were descendants of Lot by his older
daughter (Gen. 19:37).

-2. He measured them with a line.

• He slew two parts of them and kept one part alive.

• The precise meaning of this sentence has been a
subject of debate. It is clear that he slew 2 parts of 3.

• Those who were saved alive brought gifts, or tribute.

-3. Ruth, David’s great grandmother was of Moab.

(3) Zobah and the Syrians —8:3–13

-1. He smote Hadadezer. —8:3

• Hadadezer was son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

• He had gone to “recover his border at the River
Euphrates.” That was north of Damascus.
- So, David was ranging far from home.

-2.  What he captured from Hadadezer —8:4

• 1,000 chariots

• 700 horsemen

• 20,000 footmen

• David houghed (hamstrung) the chariot horses.
- He cut the back tendon of the hind legs of the horses. They

would then be unfit for battle.

-3. David conquered the Syrians. —8:5–6

• They had come to help Hadadezer. —8:5

• David slew 22,000 men of them.

• He put garrisons in Syria of Damascus and they served
David. —8:6

• Notice the words in 8:6. The LORD’s preservation of
David.

-4. David’s spoil from Hadadezer —8:7–8

• Shields of gold — he brought to Jerusalem. —8:7

• And “exceeding much brass” from Betah and Berothai,
cities of Hadadezer. —8:8

-5. The blessing of Toi, king of Hamath. —8:9–10

• This was appreciation to David for taking care of
Hadadezer. —8:9

• He gave David gifts: Vessels of silver, vessels of gold,
and vessels of brass. —8:10

-6. David dedicated all the spoil to the LORD. —8:11–12

-7. He smote the Syrians in the valley of salt. —8:13

• This was 18,000 men of Syria.

• He got him a name at this time.
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(4) Edom —8:14

-1. He put garrisons in Edom.

• Edom was of Esau.

-2. The people of Edom became his servants.

-3. Again we see that it was the LORD who preserved David.

(5) David and his officers —8:15–18
• We see here that he had a good reign at home as well as

victories over the nations around.

-1. His reign —8:15

• It was over all Israel.

• He executed judgment and justice.

- He was a just king. [However, he failed later on.]

-2. Joab was over his army. —8:16a

-3. Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud was recorder. —8:16b

-4. The priests —8:17a

• Zadok, son of Ahitub

• Ahimelech, son of Abiathar.

-5. Seraiah was the scribe. —8:17b

-6. Beniah, son of Jehoiada —8:18a

• Over the Cherethites — “executioners” — a group of
foreign mercenary soldiers serving as a bodyguard for
king David; also executioners, it is possible that they
were Philistines.

• Over the Pelethites — “couriers,” a collective name
for the guardsmen of David. These may also have been
Philistine mercenaries.

-7. David’s sons were the chief princes. —8:18b

• See I Chron. 18:17.

• II Sam. 9:

2. Kindness to Mephibosheth —9:1–13

• Mephibosheth pictures the lost sinner
– A sinner made helpless and worthless by the fall,

a candidate for God’s grace.
• David pictures the gracious Saviour.
• Christ lifts us out of our defeat, weakness, and

shame, making us sons, and giving us an inherit-
ance.

• A suggestion for your personal study of this is to
look up the meanings of all the names. That tells
the story.

II Samuel 9:1–13 - How does David’s gracious
dealing with Mephibosheth picture our sal-
vation?
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• MEPHIBOSHETH:

• Ziba (9:2) = “planter”
(1) Born of Jonathan = “Jehovah has given”
(2) Experienced — a fall
(3) His name meant:  “destroying shame”
(4) He lived in a —

 “Lo-debar” =  “no pasture”
“Machir” = “sold”
“Ammiel” = “people of God”

(5) He would have been nothing without —

• DAVID — “beloved”:

(1) David made —
(2) David acted for —
(3) It was of —

(4) How Mephibosheth came — at David’s call
(5) David took him —
(6) David provided —

• The story of David’s mercy to Mephibosheth for
Jonathan’s sake pictures God’s mercy to us for the
sake of His Son, Jesus Christ.

• II Sam. 10:

3. Defeat of Ammon and more Syrians —10:1–19

(1) David’s act of kindness —10:1–2

-1. The death of the king of Ammon —10:1

• Hanun his son reigned in his stead.

-2. A kindness to Hanun, Son of Nahash —10:2

• Nahash had showed a kindness to David. We have no
record of this. However, Nahash was an enemy of Saul
(See I Sam. 11:1). He may have helped David for that
reason.

• David sent his servants to comfort Hanun in the loss of
his father.

(2) The response of the Ammonites —10:3–4

-1. Suspicion —10:3

-2. Indignity —10:4

(3) David’s anger and reaction —10:5–7

-1. He told the shamed men to tarry at Jericho. —10:5

• They were to remain there until their beards grew
back.

-2. The Ammonites hired the Syrians. —10:6

• They realized that “they stank before David.”

II Samuel 10:1–19 - This chapter records scorned
acts of kindness, anger, war, defeat and vic-
tory but what simple action is omitted en-
tirely?

How can we become people of fervent prayer?
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• These were more Syrians:

- Of Beth-re-hob and of Zobah — The house of Rehob. We
saw a Rehob in 8:3 who was king of Zobah.

-3. Joab and the mighty men were sent to battle. —10:7

(4) Joab’s strategy —10:8–12

-1. Two armies were on either side of Israel. —10:8–9a

• The Ammonites were at the gate of their city.

• The Syrians were in the field. Notice the divisions:

- Syrians of Zoba and Rehob
- Ishtob and Maacah

-2. Joab divided his fighters. —10:9b–10

• Joab chose all the choice men to go against the
Syrians. —10:9b

• Abishai, Joab’s brother, took the rest to go against
Ammon. —10:10

-3. He exhorted them to courage. —10:11–12

• They would help each other in the battle. —10:11

• His exhortation to “play the men” —10:12a

- For our people …

- For the cities of our God.

• Then he committed the battle to the LORD. —10:12b

(5) Victory over the Syrians —10:13–19

-1. First the Syrians fled before Joab. —10:13

-2. Then the Ammonites fled into their city. —10:14a

• When they saw the Syrians flee.

-3. Joab returned to Jerusalem. —10:14b

-4. A great host of Syrians gathered to war. —10:15–16

• Hadarezer gathered Syrians from beyond the river
Euphrates. —10:15

- Note: Syrians were formerly called Arameans.

• Shobach, Hadarezer’s captain led the battle. —10:16

-5. David defeated the Syrians. —10:17–18

• David gathered Israel east of Jordan. —10:17

• The Syrians fled before David. —10:18

- He slew the men of 700 chariots.
- He slew 40,000 horsemen .
- He smote Shobach the captain and he died.

-6. The Syrians made peace with David. —10:19

• These were Syrians who were servants of Hadarezer.

• They served Israel.

• They feared to help Ammon any more.
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3. David’s Great Sin and Many Sorrows
—II Sam. 11 – 20

(1) David and Bathsheba   —II Sam. 11 — 12
(11:4; 12:15, 18)

• David’s Great Sin and its consequences:

Why are some men so hard on David? They  speak
as if they had never sinned themselves, and fur-
thermore, as if it would be impossible for them to
sin in such a manner as David did. The potential
for sin lies in all of us. Hitler was once an innocent
baby, just as all of us were. Yet he had within him
the potential for committing terrible atrocities. The
same was true of Stalin, and Al Capone. Although
we dare not minimize David's sin.

• II Sam. 11:

1. David’s sin of adultery —11:1–27

(1) The cause of David’s sin —11:1

-1. He should have been leading the battle.

• This was “at the time when kings go forth to battle.”

-2. David sent Joab.

• They destroyed the children of Ammon.

• They besieged Rabbah.

• But “David tarried still at Jerusalem.”

(2) The sin of David —11:2–5
• Nature of the sin: A look, lust, adultery, and murder!

-1. David looked and lusted. —11:2

• Perhaps ease and idleness during the day caused him
to be sleepless at night.

• Here we see “the lust of the eyes” (I John 2:16).

• Bathsheba was a very beautiful woman.

-2. David sent and inquired about her. —11:3

• If she had been single he might have taken her to be his
wife, as he had so often before.

• He learned who she was.
- The daughter of Eliam who is also called Ammiel in I

Chron. 3:5. He may have been the son of Ahithophel (II
Sam. 23:34), which may explain why Ahithophel betrayed
David and went after Absalom.

- The wife of Uriah the Hittite. This man proves to be the
bright and shining light in this dark narrative.

• Lust is conceiving and soon will bring forth sin
(James 1:15).

II Samuel 11:1–27 - What does this account of
David’s great sin teach about sin?
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-3. David committed adultery with her. —11:4

• Lust has brought forth sin.

• The concern was for her “uncleanness,” rather than
the morality of David’s act. She was “purified,” but
she soon became tainted with a far greater unclean-
ness.

• The sentence for adultery was death under the Law of
Moses (Lev. 20:10; John 8:5).
- This is covered by the 7th Commandment —Ex. 20:14.
- Both David and Bathsheba deserved to die.

-4. She conceived. —11:5

• Whoops! He had not planned on this.

Does God categorize sins? Sin is sin. Our sins
are as serious as David’s in the eyes of God. AND
we have the potential even to commit murder, as
David did.

— Our provision: I John 2:1–2; Heb. 4:14–16; I
John 1:9.

— Prov. 28:13, “He that covereth his sins shall
not prosper; But whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy.”

(3) David sent for Uriah —11:6–13

• This was David’s effort to cover the adultery.

-1. David sent for Uriah. —11:6

-2. Uriah came to Jerusalem. —11:7

• David inquired about the war as a pretense.

-3. David sent Uriah home and provided food. —11:8

• It was food from the king.

-4. Uriah would not go home. —11:10–11

• His reason showed his character and dedication.

-5. Another day and he still refused. —11:12–13

• David even got him drunk.

• He slept with the servants of David.

(4) Uriah carries the letter of his death to Joab —11:14-17
• To what end will David go to cover his sin?

-1. David clearly states his purpose to Joab. —11:14–15

• It was that Uriah should die.

-2. Uriah was killed in the battle as planned. —11:16–17

• Uriah became the victim of David’s neglect of duty
and lust. David is not only guilty of adultery, but he
has now committed murder.

(5) Joab sent the news of the battle to David. —11:18-25

-1. Joab sent word about the deaths. —11:18–19

• Other men had also died in that battle.
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-2. Joab anticipated David’s response. —11:20–21

• It is clear that those men were sent too close to the wall
of the city (11:23–24). So others also became victims
with Uriah.

• The man was to add that Uriah was also dead.

-3. The man gave the report to David as told. —11:22–24

-4. David then rationalized Uriah’s death. —11:25

• What he said is true, but in this case David bears the
responsibility for the death of a mighty man.

• There were two counts against David which called for
the death penalty:
(1) Adultery (Deut. 22:22 with the passages which I cited

above)
(2) Murder (12:9)

(6) David then took Bathsheba as his wife 11:26–27

-1. Bathsheba first mourned for her husband. —11:26

-2. David brought her to his house. —11:27
• She bore David a son.

• BUT this all displeased the LORD.
- We shall see about that in chapter 12.

It is difficult to read this account without expe-
riencing great anger toward David as well as
deep sorrow of heart for this man who be-
came a casualty of David’s lust and dissimu-
lation. We learn later that Uriah was one of
David’s “mighty men” (23:39). He deserved
respect and honor, but instead he was be-
trayed, deceived, and finally murdered.

David has besmirched his good record. How-
ever, Psalms 51 and 32 record David’s great
remorse over these terrible sins before God.
As we follow on through this account we are
brought face to face with the magnitude of the
mercy and grace of our wonderful Lord. Truly
the promise of I John 1:9 is made all the more
real to us as we read of the LORD’s forgiveness
of David. But we also see that sin has conse-
quences, and David experienced terrible con-
sequences in his family.

I repeat, Psalms 51 and 32 came from this
experience. Note Psalm 32:1, 5.

• II Sam. 12:

2. The LORD deals with David about his sin —12:1–25

(1) The prophet Nathan is sent to David —12:1–6

-1. Nathan went to David with a parable. —12:1–4

• It was about an injustice with respect to an animal.

II Samuel 12:1–25 - Here God is dealing with His
man about sin. What truths do we see that
apply to us today?
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-2. David’s anger —12:5–6
• David’s sentence upon the man of the parable:

(1. He shall die —12:5
(2. “And he shall restore the lamb fourfold”

• That was according to the Law (Exod. 22:1).
• David’s own chastisement was fourfold:

(1) See below  —12:10–14
(2) Four children were affected:

–1. 12:14, 18–19
–2. Tamar —13:14–18
–3. Amnon —13:28–29
–4. Absalom —18:9–17

• Notice David’s reasons for the death penalty on the
man —12:6
- Because he had done the thing.
- Because he had no pity.

— Did David have pity on Uriah?

(2) God’s accusation through Nathan —12:7–12

-1. Nathan: “Thou art the man”  —12:7a
• That required Nathan to have great courage. He was

dealing with the king.

-2. What the LORD had done for David —12:7b

-3. What the LORD had given David —12:8

-4. Notice what he had despised —12:9
• He had despised the commandment of the LORD.
• The LORD said David had killed Uriah.

- It was “with the sword of Ammon,” but David was respon-
sible.

-5. The LORD’s fourfold penalty upon David:
(1. The sword shall never depart from David’s house —

12:10
– The consequences in David’s family are seen in the next

chapter (13) and following.

(2. God would raise up evil against David out of David’s
house —12:11a

(3. God would give David’s wives to another —12:11b

(4. The child would die —12:14b

(3) David’s confession and God’s sentence—12:13–14

-1. David confessed —12:13
• The LORD put away David’s sin, and he would not die.

- He had pronounced the sentence of death upon himself
(12:5).

- The Law of Moses had prescribed the death penalty for
each of the sins that he committed.

- Every Christian should meditate on I John 1:9. The first
requisite for forgiveness is confession. David confessed.
We must also confess in order to be forgiven. To confess is
to agree with God concerning your sin.

• This differs greatly from Saul’s reaction:
- Saul excused himself and passed the blame on to others.
- David faced his sin, called it sin, and was forgiven–

— The LORD put away David’s sin (12:13). [Ps. 32:1–2]

How does David’s response to God’s man com-
pare with Saul’s in I Samuel 15?

How does God demonstrate His blessing and
mercy in the midst of the on going conse-
quences?
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-2. However, there were consequences for David —12:14

• A man will reap what he sows. —Gal. 6:7
• Three things discussed above —12:10–12
• The child would die. —12:14

- Cf. Rom. 6:23; James 1:15

(4) The death of the child —12:15–23

-1. Upon the departure of Nathan the child was stricken.
—12:15

-2. David besought for the child. —12:16–17
• Notice the things that he did in his earnestness.
• Notice also how he did not respond to the elders.

-3. Death of the child and David’s reaction  —12:18–20
• The child died on the seventh day. —12:18a
• David’s servants feared for him. —12:18b

- Since he would not respond while the child was yet alive,
they feared what he might do when he learned of the death.

• David perceived that the child was dead. —12:19

• David worshiped. Notice the order. —12:20

(1. He washed and anointed himself.

(2. He changed clothes.

(3. He then went to the house of the LORD to worship.
- He would not have come to the house of the LORD

without first washing and putting on clean apparel.
- But you will notice that he did rejoice. One of the sure

signs of sincere repentance is the acceptance of the
consequences of sin with sincere worship.

(4. He then went to his own house and ate.
- First things first —  his own needs came after worship.

-4. David explained his actions. —12:21–23

• His servants asked him about his unusual behavior. —
12:21

• Notice how David had plead for mercy —12:22

• Then David’s assurance. —12:23
- Two things are emphasized in this verse:

(1. Death is inevitable, David too will die.
(2. Infants who die are taken to heaven, and David, as a

justified man (Rom. 4:6–8; Ps. 32:1–2)  will be in
heaven.

• In all, 4 children died as a result of David’s sin, and
there will be much more heartbreak.
- This child, Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah.
- However, Solomon came out of this all. Though, no doubt

Solomon was “infected” with David’s “malady” of lust.
See Ex. 20:5; 34:6–7, and Deut., 5:9–10

(5) The birth of Solomon —12:24–25
• Why was Solomon of Bathsheba to be David’s successor?

- It is an illustration of Rom. 5:20b.
- It was also assurance of God’s forgiveness.

• Solomon = “peaceable” — see I Chron. 22:9. His reign
would be in peace. David’s reign was one of war (see
I  Chron. 28:3).
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• It says, “and the LORD loved him,” referring to Solomon
(See I Chr. 22:8–10) —12:24

• Solomon called Jedidiah, “beloved of the LORD” See Prov.
30:1; 31:1—12:25
- Prov. 30:1 —Agur means “collector.” It could refer to Solomon

as a collector of Proverbs. He is son of Ja´keh (“hearkening”).
His name is not given elsewhere in Scripture, thus, it may refer
to David as the one who hearkened.

- Prov. 31:1 —Lemuel = “belonging to God.” It is suggested that
this was Bathsheba’s name for her son Solomon.

3. Victory over  Rabbah —12:26–31

(1) Joab’s message to David from Rabbah —12:26–28

-1. Joab was still fighting against Rabbah. —12:26

• This was the city they were attacking when Uriah was
killed (see II Sam. 10). It was a city of Ammon
(present day Aman, Jordan).

-2. Joab’s loyalty to David —12:27–28

• Joab had taken “the city of waters.” —12:27
- Perhaps the water supply of Rabbah.

• Joab called David to come and take the city. —12:28
- He said, “… lest I take the city, and it be called after my

name.”
- Remember, that is where David should have been rather

than taking his ease at home where lust could take him and
result in his committing adultery. The easiest place to
avoid temptation is by being on the job and doing that job.

• I think there may be a lesson in this:
- David had problems with Joab and his brothers (3:39), yet

Joab was totally loyal to David. David could have been in
serious trouble had it not been for Joab.

(2) David then took Rabbah. —12:29–31

-1. David took the city. —12:29

• Joab had prepared the way.

-2. The spoil of the city. —12:30

• A crown for David — did the LORD intend that he have
such a crown? Saul had a crown (1:10).

-3. David’s retribution upon the Ammonites —12:31

• This could mean one of two things:

(1. A description of the servitude of the captives —
12: 31

- “pass through” = “toil at”

(2. Signifying that he put them to cruel death.

- They were malicious enemies of Israel and of
God.

(2) Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom      —II Sam. 13
(13:14–15, 28–29)

• Lust, murder and deceit characterize this chapter.
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• II Sam. 13:

1. Amnon violates Tamar —13:1–14
• The judgment mentioned in 12:10 continues on. Although we

must add further that the events of the next few chapters are
also the result of polygamy.

(1) Tamar and Amnon’s lust —13:1–2

-1. Tamar was Absalom’s sister. —13:1a
• Of Maacah, daughter of Talmai king of Geshur.

• She was a virgin.

-2 Amnon, David’s firstborn son, see I Chr. 3:1. —13:1b

• He was of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess.
• Amnon means “faithful,” He plainly showed himself

to be anything but that.

-3. Amnon “loved” Tamar. —13:1c
• He was so vexed that he was love sick for her.
• He thought it hard to do any thing to her.

- By “hard” is meant beyond his power.

(2) Jonadab’s scheme —13:3–5

-1. Jonadab was a cousin to Amnon. —13:3
• He was a very subtil man.

- Consider Gen. 3:1 where this English word first appears.
It is always used in an evil sense. It occurs once more in the
Old Testament in Prov. 7:10. Each of the three occurrences
is translated from a different Hebrew word. The Heb. word
here means shrewd, crafty, cunning, wily, subtle.

• As you read through this entire chapter see if you can
characterize what kind of a friend Jonadab was.

-2. Jonadab proposed the devious plan. —13:4–5

(3) Amnon carried out the plan of Jonadab. —13:6–10

-1. He feigned sickness and asked the king for Tamar to
come. —13:6–8
• She came innocently and dutifully prepared him food.
• Remember, she was sent to Amnon’s house by her

father.
- The extent of her duty at Amnon’s house was to “prepare

him meat.”

-2. Amnon’s next step in wickedness —13:9–10

• He sent the men out and went into his chamber (bed-
room).

• One commentator wrote of this: “… the wicked are
ashamed to do that before men, which they are not
afraid to commit in the sight of God.”

(4) Amnon’s rape of Tamar —13:11–14

-1. He first invited. —13:11–13

• He invited  her to commit immorality. —13:11

• Her refusal is clear. —13:12–13

- “… no such thing ought to be done in Israel.”

Cf. Lev. 18:11, 29; 20:17.

II Samuel 13:1–39 - How is David’s chastise-
ment for his sin with Bathsheba carried out
in this chapter?

What warnings regarding our own personal safety
do we see here?
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- Such an act would be “folly,” in fact, disgraceful
folly. The word “folly” is connected with the word
for Nabal (see I Sam. 25).

• Notice her statement in v. 13, how true.

(1. Her shame — Had he no consideration?

(2. He would be as one of the fools in Israel.

• The word “fools,” again translated from nabal.

-2. He then forced her. —13:14

• The penalty under law for such an action was death.

2. The shame of Amnon and Tamar —13:15–20

(1) Amnon’s shame —13:15–17

-1. Amnon then began to hate Tamar. —13:15

• Amnon’s love (vv. 1, 4) was really lust. —13:15

• He thrust her out.

• Lust has turned to hatred.

-2. Again she appealed to him. —13:16

• To thrust her out this did not show the love he had
professed for her.

• She said that putting out was a worse thing than the
rape.

-3. He forcibly ejected her. —13:17

• His servants did the dirty work.

(2) Tamar’s shame —13:18–19

-1. How she went out. —13:18

• She had worn a colorful garment as one of David’s
virgin daughters.

• Amnon’s door was bolted behind her.

-2. Her anguish and mourning —13:19

• She put ashes on her head.

• She tore her beautiful garment which signified her
purity.

• She laid her hand on her head and went on crying.

(3) The comfort of her brother Absalom —13:20

-1. Absalom knew.

• Absalom (v. 1)
- David’s third son, born of Ma´acah, the daughter of Tal´mai,

king of Geshur (for the sons of David see I Chron. 3).

• He identified Amnon as the perpetrator.

-2. He urged her to hold her peace.

• He said, “hold now thy peace, my sister.”

• He added, “he is thy brother; regard not this thing.”
- Did those statements imply that Absalom would take care

of the matter? Or was he minimizing the sin? His later
actions will show how he regarded the sin of Amnon.
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-3. He gave her refuge.

• She remained desolate in Absalom’s house.
- Strong says “desolate” means ruined. According to other

sources it has the idea of being desolated, deflowered,
deserted.

3. Vengeance against Amnon —13:21–39

(1) David’s great anger at Amnon —13:21
• But David did not execute justice.

- He should have been executed, see Lev. 20:17.

• Why he did not is not known for certain.
- David seems to have been indulgent with his children. See II

Sam. 18:5, 33.
- Someone has suggested that, since Amnon as his firstborn

would inherit his throne. That is pure speculation.

• David was later comforted about Amnon’s death (13:39).

(2) Absalom’s revenge against Amnon —13:22–29
• Here we see hatred, treachery, and revenge.

-1. Absalom showed apparent indifference toward Amnon.
—13:22

-2. His strategy of revenge —13:23–27

• He had sheepshearers. —13:23
- This was in Baal-hazor a few miles north of Jerusalem.

• This event seems to have involved celebration.
- See I Sam. 25:2–ff.

• He invited his father and brothers to the celebration.
—13:24–26

• Amnon and the other brothers went. —13:27

-3. Absalom then executed Amnon. —13:28–29

• His servants did it for him.

• The rest of the king’s sons fled.

(3) David’s remorse at Amnon’s death —13:30–36

-1. The first report to David —13:30–31
• It was that Absalom had killed all of the sons.
• David and his servants all grieved.

-2. Jonadab corrected the report. —13:32–33
• Here is Jonadab again. —13:32

- He seems to have known what Absalom was up to.
• He reported that only Amnon was dead.
• He reported why.

- It was an execution which David should have car-
ried out, as we have seen.

-3. The king’s sons came grieving. —13:34b–36
• There was considerable grief, no doubt because of the

way in which Absalom did the deed.

(4) Absalom’s flight —13:34a, 37–38

-1. Absalom fled to Geshur. —13:37

• Remember, Absalom’s mother was of Tal´mai, king of
Geshur. That is where he went for refuge.
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-2. He was there for 3 years. —13:38

(5) David longed for Absalom —13:39

-1. He longed to go to Absalom but did nothing about it.

• He longed: “to complete, bring to an end, finish.”
- This indicates completion of something. Justice had been

meted out to Amnon.

-2. He was comforted for Amnon.

• Amnon was now dead, the execution had been carried out.

(3) David and Absalom —II Sam. 14 — 18
(14:33; 15:6, 10, 14; 16:15; 18:6–7, 14, 33)

• Two Problems for King David:
-1. That as the father, and as a Constitutional monarch,

he was bound to execute judgment. —See Ex. 22:16-
17;Num. 22:22-30; Lev 18:6–18, 24-30. He didn’t
execute judgment on Amnon, so Absalom did, though
violently.

–2. Since Absalom did execute judgment, as Tamar’s-
brother, David ought to have accepted him. He did
not, and Absalom fled. What will David now do?

• II Sam.  14:

• Will it be justice, or will it be mercy?
Through the conniving of Joab, it became mercy, forgive-
ness, but not complete forgiveness —14:1–24
— See 14:24 (Not like the father with the prodigal son.)
— See 14:28–33
— Thank God, in the Lord Jesus Christ we have mercy, not

justice, and we have full  forgiveness. We can “see the
King’s face” and rejoice in personal fellowship with Him.

1. Joab’s perception and scheme —14:1–20

(1) Joab’s perception —14:1

• Note: We certainly could not charge Joab with a
lack of love and loyalty to David. He discerned
David’s heart, and he acted by bringing the woman
to tell her made-up story —14:2–20.

• Joab, son of Zeruiah. Zeruiah was a sister of
David, thus Joab and his two brothers were
David’s nephews (II Sam. 2:18). Joab was the
treacherous schemer. [Asahel was killed by Abner
—2:23. Abishai was one of David’s mightiest
men, though he was almost as treacherous as
Joab.]

II Samuel 14:1–33 - This chapter deals with
getting peoples attention. What methods of
getting peoples attention do we see here?

How does God get our attention?
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(2) Joab’s scheme —14:2–20

-1. He brought the wise woman of Tekoah. —14:2–3

• Joab put the words in her mouth.

-2. She went to king David with the story. —14:4–7

• Her story concerned two sons and murder.

• In it she did not want her last heir executed.

-3. David attempted to postpone a decision. —14:8–9

• David said he would make a decision later. —14:8

• She offered to take the blame. —14:9

-4. He told her to bring her tormenters to him. —14:10

-5. The woman applied her story to David. —14:11–17

-6. He recognized Joab’s part in the scheme. —14:18–20

• She credited David with great discernment. —14:20
- Do we detect a bit of flattery here? Possibly, but maybe she

was totally sincere.

2. David’s partial forgiveness —14:21–30

• In reality, it is impossible to forgive only in part. To
forgive is to forgive. However, what do we call
this act of David?

(1) Joab is to bring Absalom home. —14:21–22

-1. David told him to bring Absalom. —14:21

-2. Joab expressed his gratefulness. —14:22

(2) David would not see Absalom. —14:23–24

-1. Joab brought Absalom to Jerusalem. —14:23

-2. David would not see him. —14:24
• He did not allow Absalom to see his face —14:24
• Absalom at least returned to his own house.

(3) Absalom —14:25–27

-1. His beauty —14:25
• There was no blemish in him.

-2. His hair —14:26
• He cut his hair once a year.
• It weighed 200 shekels, or about 31/2 to 4 pounds.

-3. His daughter, Tamar —14:27
• Named after his violated sister.
• He had no son to succeed him, see 14:27 and 18:18.

- His three sons may have preceded him in death.

(4) Absalom’s two years in Jerusalem —14:28–30

-1. He did not see the king’s face in that time. —14:28

-2. He turned again to Joab. —14:29–30

• Joab at first ignored him. —14:29
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• Notice how he got Joab’s attention —14:30

- He set fire to Joab’s barley field.
- The Lord has to “burn” ours now and then, just to get our

attention.

3. David’s final  forgiveness of Absalom —14:31–33

(1) Joab responded to Absalom. —14:31
• “Wherefore have thy servants set my field on fire?” A

good question.

(2) Absalom called for forgiveness or death. —14:32

-1. He wanted to send Joab to the king.

-2. The question:

• “Wherefore am I come from Geshur?”

• It would have been better to remain there.

-3. Let me see the king’s face.

• David was his father.

• There are few sons who do not want the favor of their
father.

-4. “… if there be any iniquity in me, let him kill me.”

(3) The king kissed Absalom. —14:33

-1. Absalom came to David and bowed before him.

-2. David kissed him.

• Based upon the events which follow there seems to
have been no real reconciliation.

• II Sam. 15:

• Absalom’s revolt —II Sam. 15.

Ambition and its consequences.

– This is another event in the fulfillment of the
judgment of 12:11.

4. Absalom wins the hearts of Israel —15:1–6

• Why was Absalom turning the hearts of Israel from
David to himself? (15:13–16)

— 12:7–10 — The judgment upon David

— 14:24 — David’s alienation of Absalom

— 14:25 — Absalom’s personal attractiveness

• How Absalom stole their hearts (15:1–6):

(1) Show of royal importance —15:1
• He prepared chariots and horses.

II Samuel 15:1–6 - How can the hearts of people
be won for good and for evil purposes?
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• Had 50 men to run before him.

(2) Flattery and sympathy —15:2–3

-1. He targeted the tribes of Israel —15:2

-2. Criticized the king —15:3

• Said that the king had no one to attend to their prob-
lems.

(3) He acted like a “Politician” —15:4-5
• He treated everybody like a personal friend.

• People would come to do Absalom obeisance.

• He grabbed them and kissed them.

(4) He stole the hearts of the men of Israel. —15:6

5. Absalom mounts his rebellion —15:7–12

Absalom used:
- Appearance | • God
- Personality |
- Talent |— for • (or)
- Possessions |
- Prestige | • Self

(1) Used a religious vow as a pretense —15:7–9

-1. He asked David if he could go to Hebron. —15:7a

• It was “after 40 years.”
- Some think this to be a copyist’s error. We reject that idea,

since God not only inspired His Word, He has preserved it.
That we know beyond any doubt.

- We need to know what the 40 years was “after.” It could not
be related to Absalom’s age, for he was born while David
was reigning the 71/2 years in Hebron. David reigned a
total of 40 years. One says it was “counting from the time
that the Israelites had asked a king of Samuel.”

-2. It was, he said, to pay a vow. —15:7b–8

• He said he had made a vow while in Geshur.

- He said he had vowed unto the LORD in Hebron.

• He said he would serve the LORD if the LORD brought
him back to Jerusalem.

-3. David gave him permission. —15:9

(2) He proclaimed himself king at Hebron.—15:10–11

-1. His spies were to announce this to the tribes of Israel.
—15:10

-2. He went with 200 men from Jerusalem. —15:11

• These men “went in their simplicity.”

• They did not know about the conspiracy until they
were in it.

II Samuel 15:7–12 - How does rebellion get
disguised many times?
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(3) Ahithophel turns traitor —15:12

-1. He had been David’s counselor.

– Note: Who was this man Ahithophel? His name
means brother of folly. He was the grandfather of
Bathsheba (compare 11:3 with 23:34). David’s act
with his granddaughter may have caused his de-
fection, though that is only a supposition. See
Psalm 41:9; 55:12–14 on this. Psalm 3 may also
apply to this event in the life of David.

6. David’s flight from Absalom —15:13–37

(1) The King fled from Jerusalem. —15:13–17

-1. He received the report of the rebellion. —15:13

-2. He fled for his life. —15:14

• It was for his own safety and that of his people.

• It appears that he did not want the city smitten.

-3. His servants pledged their allegiance to him. —15:15

-4. He left 10 concubines. —15:16

• Evidently this indicates that he expected to return.

• Again we must consider his polygamy. Now we see
that he had a number of concubines also.

-5. They departed the city. —15:17

• They “tarried in a place that was far off.”
- Evidently this refers to a house which was more distant

from the main city.

(2) He went with his loyal army. —15:18–22

-1. A great company: Cherethites, and Pelethites —15:18

• Note: Look up Cherethites, Pelethites, and Gittites in
a Bible dictionary.

-2. Ittai the Gittite pledges himself to David —15:19–22

• David urged him to “abide with the king.” —15:19
- This was not recognizing Absalom, but acknowledging the

sovereign choice of the LORD.

• Ittai pledged himself and his people to follow David
wherever he went. —15:21–22

(3) They went with great sorrow. —15:23

(4) Zadok was sent back with the Ark —15:24–29

-1. Zadok, and all the Levites with the Ark —15:24

• They came along.

-2. The king sent them back to Jerusalem. —15:25–26

• He would return to Jerusalem if the LORD found de-
light in him. —15:25

• David put himself in the hands of the LORD. —15:26

-3. The sons of the priests to be messengers —15:27–28

• This would be Ahimaaz and Jonathan. —15:27

II Samuel 15:13–37 - Note the deep and far
reaching impact of rebellion.
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• David told them where he would be. —15:28
- It was “in the plain of the wilderness.” They could slip

across Jordan easily there.
- He would be there until he received word from them.

(5) Alarming news! —15:30–31

-1. David’s expression of sorrow —15:30

• He went up by mount Olivet.
- This was the scene of even greater sorrow when our Lord

was there on that same mount of Olives.
- And see Zech. 14:4 for a glorious event still future to take

place there.

• He wept as he went.

• He had his head covered and was barefoot.

• Everyone with him went in the same sorrowful way.

-2. The news came about Ahithophel. —15:31

• We saw this in 15:12 and commented there.

• David prayed to the LORD that He would “turn the
counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.”

(6) Hushai the Archite sent back —15:32–37

-1. The LORD’s answer, Hushai appears. —15:32
• Hushai came sorrowfully.

-2. He sent Hushai back to Jerusalem. —15:33–34

• He said Hushai would be a burden to him. —15:33

• His purpose was to defeat the counsel of Ahithophel.
—15:34

-3. He informed Hushai of Zadok’s help. —15:35–36

• He was to report to Zadok and Abiathar. —15:35

• Their sons would be the messengers. —15:36

-4. Hushai went back. —15:37

• So the network of spies is complete:
— Hushai in the palace to report all that he would hear out

of the king’s house.
— Zadok and Abiathar in the priesthood ready for the re-

ports.
— The two sons to carry the message to David.

• II Sam.   16:

7. Two treacherous men —16:1–14
• Matthew Henry wrote: “David bore Shimei’s curses much

better than Ziba’s flatteries ….” We shall see how.

(1) Ziba, the false servant of Mephibosheth —16:1–4

-1. The background of Ziba and Mephibosheth:

• See II Sam. 9:2–13.

-2. Ziba’s deceit —16:1–4

• Ziba’s report made Mephibosheth look very bad.

• What probably really took place: See 19:25–30.

II Samuel 16:1–4 - Is Ziba telling David the
truth?
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• Then, see 19:24–28.
- While David was a man after God’s heart, he was not

always careful to mete out justice, as we have seen.
- The Lord Jesus Christ will deal justly. See Isa. 9:6–7

(“judgment and with justice”).

(2) Shimei’s cursing —16:5–14

-1. Shimei, of the house of Saul, curses David —16:5–8

“Let sorrow do its work,
Send grief and pain;

Sweet are Thy messengers,
Sweet their refrain,

When they can sing with me,
More love, O Christ, to Thee,

More Love to Thee.”
— Elizabeth Prentiss

• Shimei was of Bahurim. —16:5

• He cursed and cast stones at them. —16:5b–6

• He called David a bloody man. —16:7

• He said David was getting his just deserts. —16:8

- The LORD had delivered the kingdom to Absalom, he said.

– Why? Because he was a bloody man.

-2. David’s reaction to the cursing —16:9–13

• Abishai (Joab’s brother): Vengeance —16:9–10

• David said let him curse, for the LORD had told him so.
—16:11

• He had a greater sorrow. —16:12

-  Absalom’s pursuit

• Maybe the LORD would requite him good for the
cursing. —16:13

-3. They all refreshed themselves there. —16:14

• Where? At Bahurim.

8. Absalom in Jerusalem —16:15 – 17:23

(1) Absalom and his people came to Jerusalem. —16:15

(2) Hushai again —16:16–19

-1. Hushai approached Absalom. —16:16

• He came crying, “God save the king, God save the
king.”

-2. Hushai flattered Absalom. —16:17–19

• Absalom inquired why he was not loyal to his friend
David. —16:17

• Hushai responded with the insinuation that Absalom
was the rightful king. —16:18

- Whom the LORD, this people, and all the children of Israel
choose is rightful king.

• He will serve Absalom has he served David. —16:19

- He served the father, so shall he serve the son as his
successor.

II Samuel 16:5–14 - How can we have the re-
sponse to cursing that David demonstrated
to Shimei?

II Samuel 16:15–19 - What stands out about
Hushai’s response to Absalom?
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(3) The counsel of Ahithophel —16:20–23

-1. Absalom calls for his counsel. —16:20

-2. Ahithophel counseled him to violate David’s concu-
bines. —16:21–22

• This was in fulfillment of the judgment of 12:11.

• Having relations with the concubine of a king was
regarded as laying claim to the throne.

• David had left these women to keep the house. —
15:16

-3. The high regard for Ahithophel’s counsel. —16:23

• He was regarded the same as an oracle of God.

• This was both by David and by Absalom.

• What a miracle then that the following (17:1–14)
should take place! It shows the LORD’s answer to
David’s prayer of 15:31.

• II Sam. 17:

(4) Ahithophel’s good counsel defeated —17:1–14

-1. Ahithophel’s further counsel —17:1–4

• Pursue David and surprise him tonight. —17:1–2

- He asked for 12,000 men. —17:1a

- He would pursue that very night. —17:1b

- He would catch them when they are weary. —17:2a

- The people would flee and he would kill David
only. —17:2b

• He would bring back the people and there would be
peace. —17:3

-2. It pleased Absalom and the elders well. —17:4

-3. Absalom called on Hushai for counsel. —17:5–13

(1. Ahithophel’s counsel is not good. —17:5–7

• He heard the words of Ahithophel. —17:5–6

• He said it is not good at this time. —17:7

(2. He pointed to David’s past greatness. —17:8–10

• They are mighty men of war. —17:8a

• They would be “chafed in their minds” (angry,
bitter, ready to fight). —17:8b

• David would not lodge with the people, but he
would be hidden in some pit or other place. —
17:8c–9a

• In effect, he told them that it would be a fearsome
battle. —17:9b–10

(3. He called for a delaying tactic. —17:11–13

• Bring all Israel together. —17:11
- The idea is to use force and strength because of

David’s strength.

II Samuel 16:20–23 - What stands out about
Ahithophel’s counsel?

II Samuel 17:1–29 - Note the numerous examples
of God’s wisdom and care for David.

How can we determine if the counsel we receive
is from the Lord or not?
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• Find and exterminate him and all that are with
him. —17:12

• If he should flee to a city, pull the city down.

-4. God was defeating their plans —17:14.

• Absalom and the men of Israel liked the counsel of
Hushai.

• The LORD had appointed it “to defeat the good counsel
of Ahithophel.” Why? That He might bring evil upon
Absalom.

(5) Then Hushai warned David. —17:15–22

-1. He informed Zadok of the  two counsels. —17:15–16

• They sent by means of the sons of Zadok.

-2. God protected the messengers —17:17–20

-3. The message got to David. —17:21

-4. David crossed the Jordan to safety. —17:22

(6) Ahithophel then committed suicide. —17:23

-1. Ahithophel knew that the counsel of Hushai would
mean defeat for Absalom and execution for him.

-2. He went to his house and put things in order.

-3. He then hanged himself.

(7) David cared for —17:24–29

-1. He was on the other side of Jordan. —17:24

-2. Amasa made captain by Absalom –17:25

• Zeruiah was David’s sister, she was Joab’s mother.

• Abigail was Zeruiah’s and David’s sister.

• Abigail was mother of Amasa. Thus, Amasa was
David’s nephew as well as Joab’s cousin.

• For a clear presentation, see the following:
“And Jesse begat his firstborn Eliab, and Abinadab the
second, and Shimma the third, 14Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai
the fifth, 15Ozem the sixth, David the seventh: 16Whose sisters
were Zeruiah, and Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah; Abishai,
and Joab, and Asahel, three. 17And Abigail bare Amasa: and
the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmeelite.” —I Chron.
2:13–17

-3. Absalom had come to Gilead (east of Jordan) —17:26

-4. Look who took care of David. —17:27–29

• David was in Mahanaim. Those who cared —17:27
(1. Shobi, son of Nahash of Rabbah of the children of

Ammon. —17:27a
(2. Machir, son of Ammiel of Lo-debar
(3. Barzilai the Gileadite of Rogelim

• They brought for David and his people. —17:28–29
(1. Things for their comfort.
(2. All kinds of foodstuffs
(3. They were concerned about them being hungry, thirsty,

and weary.
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• II Sam. 18:

9. The battle and defeat of Absalom —18:1–33

(1) Esteem for David —18:1–4

-1. David’s three captains —18:1–2

• David organized the people for war. —18:1

• Three captains —18:2

(1. A third of the people under Joab

(2. A third under Abishai, Joab’s brother

(3. A third under Ittai, the Gittite

- A Gittite would be of Gath. See 15:19–22.

-2. David indicated his intention of going before them. —
18:2d

-3. The people realized that David is the target —18:3–4

• He was the target of Absalom’s forces (cf. 17:1–3).

-4. David was to “succour” them from the city —18:3–4

• David acceded to the people. —18:4

(2) To the battle —18:5–8

-1. David’s charge to his captains —18:5

• He called on them to deal gently with Absalom.
- Absalom would not deal gently with David.
- Is this passionate, unreasoning love! Or is it mere senti-

ment based upon his personal regrets. We shall see its
results in chapter 19. Did David realize that this was more
than the escapade of a young man? This was serious!

-2. They went forth to battle. —18:6–8

• The results of one man’s rebellion —18:7
- How many men fell in battle that day? 20,000 men were

slain.
• The wood devoured more than the sword did. —18:8

- It was a very perilous place to fight. Remember how they
fought in those days.

(3) Absalom killed, and victory for David —18:9–18

-1. Absalom was hanged by his head in a tree. —18:9–10

• Caught by the head, or by the hair.
- Absalom’s long-hair (14:26)

• Joab was told about it. —18:10

-2. Joab challenged the man who reported. —18:11–13

• Joab would have rewarded him for killing Absalom.
—18:11

• Notice the man’s answer to Joab. —18:12–13
- Consider 18:12 in light of David’s command.  —18:12
- His act could not have been hidden from David. —18:13

-3. Joab killed Absalom —18:14–16

• Joab used three darts. —18:14

• Ten young men smote him and killed him. —18:15

- This was against David’s explicit orders (18:5).

II Samuel 18:1–18 - What unusual factors stand
out in this unusual battle?
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Joab: Was he a realist or an opportunist? There
is no question that he was loyal to David! What
do we see about him? He murdered Abner
(3:27–ff). He was loyal to David in the murder of
Uriah (11:14–ff). He connived to bring Absalom
back (14:1). Was this ambition? I say “No!” Cf.
14:29–ff. But now he slays Absalom against
David’s command (18:14–15). He rebuked
David later on and thus helped David to hold
the nation together (19:5–ff). He then mur-
dered Amasa (20:4–ff). Finally, Joab was ex-
ecuted by Solomon.

-4. Joab called the battle off, it was over. —18:16–17

• Joab blew the trumpet to end the battle. —18:16

• They gave Absalom an infamous burial. —18:17
- They cast him into a great pit.
- They piled a great heap of stones on him.

• All Israel to their tents —18:17b

-5. Absalom’s remembrance —18:18

• He had raised up a monument for himself.

• He had no son to keep his name in remembrance.
- Compare his statement with 14:27, where it says he had

three sons. They must have preceded him in death.

(4) The message to David —18:19–32

-1. Joab sent the message by Cushi. —18:19–21

• Ahimaaz, son of Zadok wanted to go with the message
but Joab refused. —18:19–20

• Joab sent by Cushi. —18:21
- 18:21—It may be Joab wanted the slave to carry the message

to David just in case David reacted with great anger.

-2. Ahimaaz was also allowed to go. —18:22–27

• Ahi´maaz outran Cushi —18:23

• David’s watchman saw them coming. —18:25–26

• David thought that Ahimaaz brought a good message.
—18:27b

-3. Ahimaaz arrived first. —18:28–30

• He fell before David. —18:28a

• But he did not have the message —18:28b–29

- Joab had told him that Absalom was dead (18:20), but his
message does not say that. He must have lied intentionally.

• The king turned Ahimaaz aside. —18:30

-4. Cushi came with the message from Joab. —18:21–32

• Note how Cushi gave the message —18:31–32

(1. The LORD hath avenged —18:31b

II Samuel 18:19–33 - God has commissioned His
people to carry His message to the World.
How important is it that we have His com-
plete message before we run with it?

How can we get God’s message built into our
lives in order to effectively give it?
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- In response to, “Is the young man Absalom safe?”

(2. Tactfully: “The enemies of my lord the king … be
as that young man is” —18:32b

(5) David’s sorrow —18:33

• Why did David mourn so, was it because his sin and this
consequence? It was a consequence of David’s sin.

• Was it remorse over the unmended relationship?

• “Would God I had died for thee ….” What would that have
meant but defeat for David and all of his friends.

- They had valued him! —18:3b

- They had protected him! (cf. 19:6b) —18:3a

- They had fought for David! —18:2, 6

(4) David and Joab —II Sam. 19 — 20

• II Sam. 19:

1. David’s mourning and Joab’s rebuke —19:1–8

(1) David’s mourning affects the people —19:1–4

-1. Victory turned to mourning —19:1–2

• What a leader can do to his followers:

- David’s weeping and mourning for Absalom be-
came known. —19:1

- Victory is turned into mourning —19:2

-2. That mourning shamed the people. —19:3–4

• The people slunk away, ashamed —19:3

• David continued to mourn and cried loudly —19:4

(2) Joab’s rebuke and David’s right response —19:5–8

-1. Joab shows the logic of David’s attitude. —19:5–6

• Joab’s true statement —19:5
- He had shamed the faces of his defenders.

• What would have pleased David, according to his
actions? —19:6
- God had saved David and preserved his kingdom. He was

God’s anointed king.

-2. He calls on David to do right by the people. —19:7–8

• Notice Joab’s message of v. 7.

- Joab’s execution of Absalom had no doubt saved
many lives in Israel.

- David’s continued grief could have caused the loss
of many more lives, and even of his own.

• David arose and went sat in the gate. —19:8

- The people came before him.

- Israel, which followed Absalom, had returned to
their homes.

II Samuel 19:1–8 - Note how ungratefulness
effects those deserving of gratefulness and
how gratefulness is a choice of the will not
dependant on emotions.
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(3) David restored to his throne —19:9–39

-1. Confusion and strife reigned in the land. —19:9–10

• We are still seeing the results of one man’s rebellion.

- The entire nation suffered greatly through loss of
lives, through confusion, and through anarchy.

• The setting:
- David was in Mahanaim (17:24) [East of Jordan].

This was where Abner set Ishbosheth up as king.
—II Sam. 2:8–9
The place has a long history. See Gen. 32:1–2.

- Among the tribes of Israel they were discussing
bringing the king back (19:9–10). He will now
appeal to Judah. See as follows.

• In the tribes of Israel the people were “at strife.”

- Their reasoning:
(1. They remembered how David had delivered them out

of the hand of their enemies. —19:9b
(2. He had delivered them out of the hand of the Philis-

tines. —19:9c
(3. Now David has fled from the land because of Absalom.

—19:9d
(4. And Absalom is dead.

- Their conclusion: Why are they not talking of bring-
ing the king (David) back?

-2. David’s overtures to Judah —19:11–14

• He appealed through the two priests —19:11

• He appealed to Judah as his “brethren.” —19:12

- Israel was talking about bringing him back, why is
Judah the last? “Why are ye the last to bring the king
back to his house?”

• He made Amasa “captain of the host.” —19:13

- Amasa had been captain under Absalom (17:25).

Amasa (“burden”) replaced Joab. Why? Because
of Joab’s power over the army? I doubt that. I’m not
sure that Joab was insinuating that when he gave
the message of v. 7. He was merely telling David
that things were going to be worse if David did not
get his act together. Could Joab have turned the
army against David? We can only guess. David
had expressed concern about Joab and his broth-
ers for some time. They were beyond his control.
Also, Joab had killed Absalom in direct disobedi-
ence of David’s command. This may well have
been the ultimate offense for David. We have
mentioned in  various places in these notes that
Joab was very loyal to David.
Amasa was the son of David’s sister (I Chron.
2:17).
— See 20:4–5 for his procrastination.

• This influenced the men of Judah to invite David back.
—19:14

- They were unanimous.

II Samuel 19:9–43 - How are the effects of past
friendship and strife demonstrated in this
passage?
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-3. The beginning of David’s trip back home —19:15–39
— Notice the procession of those welcoming him:

(1. The men of Judah —19:15–16
• They came to Gilgal in order to go meet David and

conduct him across Jordan.

(2. Shimei —19:16, 18–23
• He came with Judah.
• He asked and received forgiveness for having cursed

David.
• Abishai still believed him to be worthy of death.

- Solomon told to execute this man. —I Kings 2:8–9

(3. Men of Benjamin —19:17
• 1,000 men of Benjamin
• Ziba, his sons and his servants.

(4. Mephibosheth —19:24–30
• Notice his explanation and his gracious spirit.
• It appears that David was not truly concerned with

justice in his case. Two possibilities are suggested: (1)
David made a faulty judgment; (2) He did not believe
Mephibosheth. David later spared him (II Sam. 21:7).

• Mephibosheth’s joy: That the king is back (19:30).
• We mentioned earlier that our King of kings and Lord of

lords will be just in his Kingdom (Isa. 11:3–5).

(5. Barzillai the Gileadite —19:31–39
• This aged man desired to remain in his own city.
• He sent his servant Chimham with David. See I Kings

2:7 for more perspective on this.

(4) Judah and Israel in strife over David —19:40–43
• This was the strife which later brought about the division of the

kingdom under Rehoboam.

-1. David was being conducted on his way by —19:40
• The men of Judah.
• Half of the people of Israel.

-2. The men of Israel objected. —19:41
• The men of Judah, they said, had stolen the king.
• They had wanted a part in this.

-3. They debated who had the more rights in king David. —
19:42–43
• Judah: He is near of kin to us. —19:42
• Israel: We have ten parts in the king. —19:43

- They had been the first to suggest restoring him (19:10).

• Judah was more fierce in their affirmation than was
Israel, therefore came the uprising of Sheba.

• II Sam. 20:

2. The Revolt of Sheba —20:1–22

• Again we see the damage done by that one
man (Absalom) in his wicked ambition.
- Consider how much trouble a disgruntled person

can cause in a Church, or even on a job.
- What sort of people will follow such a man?

II Samuel 20:1–22 - What factors of confusion
and rebellion do we see effecting the nation
because of David’s sin?
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(1) The nation is divided —20:1–2

-1. Sheba —20:1a
• Sheba, the opportunist. His name means “oath” or

“covenant.”
- Son of Bichri (“firstborn”), a Benjamite.
- A man of Belial.

-2. He gathered the men of Israel with him —20:1b–2a

-3. The men of Judah “clave” to David —20:2

(2) David set his concubines apart —20:3
• He had left them to keep the house (15:16).
• They had been defiled in the sight of all Israel by Absalom

(16:21–22).
• They spent the rest of their lives “living in widowhood.”

(3) Amasa’s dangerous delay —20:4–5
• David gave Amasa 3 days to get an army together out of

Judah. —20:4
• Amasa “tarried.” —20:5

- It looks as if he delayed in getting things together.
- This could have been disastrous for David and Judah.
- David had put him in charge of the host (19:13).

— He was also David’s nephew. (I Chron. 2:17)

(4) Joab’s treachery to kill Amasa —20:6–10

-1. Abishai was put in charge by David. —20:6
• He was Joab’s brother and also cousin of Amasa.
• He had to move quickly.

-2. Those who followed Abishai —20:7
• Joab’s men
• The Cherethites and Pelethites

• All the mighty men

-3. Joab killed Amasa by treachery. —20:8–10

• Remember, Joab and Amasa were cousins.

• Again, we consider Joab. We must see him as a
very complex man. We repeat that he was very
loyal to David. He had been captain of David’s
army since the taking of Jerusalem many years
before. There can be no doubt that he was a
practical military man, so Amasa’s delay may have
been to him an unpardonable sin. Also, Joab would
have no rivals as captain.

Note: “It is a striking proof of Joab’s unrivaled
influence over the army, that with this villainous
murder perpetrated before their eyes they unani-
mously followed him as their leader in pursuit of
Sheba. A soldier conjoined his name with David’s,
and such a magic spell was in the word ‘Joab,’ that
all the people ‘went on’—Amasa’s men as well as
the rest. The conjunction of these two names is
very significant. It shows that the one could not
afford to do without the other—neither Joab to
rebel against David, or David to get rid of Joab
though hating him.” —J. F. & B. Commentary.

II Samuel 20:4–13 - How can delay effect our
work and lives?
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(5) The army again follows Joab —20:11–13

-1. Joab’s name is connected with David’s. —20:11

• One of Joab’s men connected those names.

• He was calling them all to follow Joab.

-2. They hid Amasa so the people would go on to pursue the
battle. —20:12–13

(6) Sheba’s death – a woman’s wisdom —20:14–22

-1. Sheba went through Israel gathering support. —20:14

-2. Siege against Abel —20:15–22

• The wise woman.

- Joab’s failure (See Deut. 20:10).
He should have consulted Abel before mounting a siege
against it according to Deut. 20:10. If they were to do this
with cities outside of Canaan, how much more their own
city! Also, v. 18 does not mean that Abel was a city of wise
people, but rather it indicates that they should have fol-
lowed Deut. 20:10 before mounting the siege.

3. David’s reorganization of the kingdom —20:23–26

(1) The organization —20:23–26

-1. Joab over the host. —20:23a

• He became this back at the beginning when they took
Jerusalem (I Chron. 11:6).

• He had this position in David’s first organization
(8:16a).

• Whatever David’s wishes, he did not have the power
to remove Joab.

-2. Beniah over the Cherethites and Pelethites —20:23b

• He held this office at first also (8:18a).

• What happened to Ittai the Gittite?
- He went with David into exile (15:19–22).
- He commanded a third part of David’s people against

Absalom (18:2, 5, 12).
- Gittite means of Gath. He was a Philistine, no doubt.

-3. Adoram over the tribute —20:24a

-4. Jehoshaphat, son of Ahilud was recorder. —20:24b

• See 8:16b

-5. Sheva was scribe. —20:25a

• Seraiah was the scribe earlier (8:17b).

-6. Zadok and Abiathar were priests. —20:25b

• See 8:17a

-7. Ira the Jairite, chief ruler about David —20:26

(2) The kingdom was well organized as we can see.
• II Chronicles tells how David organized the Levites in the

house of the LORD. It is a very interesting study.

II Samuel 20:14–22 - Note the qualities of a wise
appeal.

II Samuel 20:23–26 - What stands out about the
organization of the kingdom?
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4. Varied Incidents in David’s Reign—Chs. 21 – 24

• II Sam. 21:

(1) David and the Gibeonites —21:1–14
(21:1–6)

1. The famine and its cause —21:1–9

(1) The three year famine —21:1a
• It was in the days of David.

• It was “three years, year after year.”

(2) The cause of the famine —21:1b–2

-1. David inquired of the LORD. —21:1b
• Cause: Saul’s violation of Joshua’s oath:

- See Joshua 9:3, 15–20
- Joshua had defended those deceivers because of that oath

(Josh. 10:6–8).
- God’s Word concerning oaths: Ex. 20:7; Deut. 6:13; Ps.

15:1–4; Eccl. 5:1–6 [The sacrifice of a fool].
- Spurgeon wrote: “The most far-seeing trader may enter

into engagements which turn out to be serious losses, but
whatever else he loses, if he keeps his honour, his losses
will be bearable.”

-2. Saul slew the Gibeonites. —21:2

(3) The demand of the Gibeonites —21:3–6

-1. David asked what should be done. —21:3

-2. What they did not want —21:4

• They wanted no spoil from Saul or of his house.

• They did not want to kill any man of Israel.

-3. They wanted life for life (Num. 35:31) —21:5–6

• It is likely that the 7 sons were implicated —cf. Deut.
24:16.

• This was a national sin as well as a personal one.

(4) Those whom David gave the Gibeonites —21:7–9

-1. David spared Mephibosheth son of Jonathan. —21:7

• This was because of the oath between David and
Jonathan (I Sam. 18:3; 20:12–17; 23:18).

-2. He delivered up —21:8–9

•  Two grandsons of Saul. —21:8

- The two sons of Rizpah, daughter of Aiah, whom she
bore to Saul.

- These were Armoni and Mephibosheth (another).

• The five sons of Michal whom she brought up for
Adriel, son of Barzilai the Meholathite.

-3. The Gibeonites slew and hanged them. —21:10

• They were hanged “before the LORD.”
• This was in the beginning of the barley harvest.

II Samuel 21: 1–14 - God holds each one of us
responsible for every one of our words,
thoughts, actions, attitudes and motives.
Therefore whenever we sin there must be
confession and proper restitution.

Who sinned?

What was the sin?

What was the requirement for confession and
restitution?

How do we know this principle holds for us
today?
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2. Rizpah’s mourning and the burial of Saul —21:10–14

(1) Rizpah’s mourning —21:10–11

-1. She spread sackcloth on the rock. —21:10a

• She was daughter of Saul by Aiah, a concubine —
21:8, 11
- Saul had the same kind of problem with polygamy that David

and Solomon had (See notes on I Sam. 5:13–16 and 3:2–5).

• Two of her sons had been executed (21:8).

-2. About 6 months elapsed. —21:10b

• She mourned and protected the hanging bodies from
the scavengers.

-3. David was told about this. —21:11

(2) All of Saul’s house given a proper burial—21:12–14

-1. David took the bones of Saul and Jonathan. —21:12

• Notice where the bones of Saul and Jonathan were at
that time.

• David had previously honored the men of Jabesh-
gilead for their act toward Saul (2:5–7).

-2. He buried the bones of Saul, Jonathan, and the 7. —
21:13–14

• Saul and Jonathan buried in the sepulchre of Kish,
Saul’s father. —21:14
- Compare I Sam. 9:1

(3) God was then entreated for the land. —21:14b

(2) David and the Philistines —21:15–22
(21:15–17, 22)

• The 4 giants of Gath

• This is the reason David took 5 stones when he went after
Goliath.

(1) Ish-bi-benob —21:16–17

(2) Saph —21:18

(3) “(T)he brother of Goliath the Gittite” —21:19
• Called Lahmi in I Chron. 20:5

(4) One with 6 toes on each foot and 6 fingers on each
hand —21:20–22.
• Note that they were all brothers, all “born to the giant in

Gath” —21:22

- All fell by the hand of David and David’s servants.

- Consider these men in light of Gen. 6:4.

II Samuel 21:15–22 - What does David’s battle
with these five giants teach us about battling
giants in our own life?
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• II Sam. 22:

(3) David’s Song of Deliverance   —II Sam. 22
(22:1–3, 31, 50–51)

• This is much the same as Psalm 18.

(1) The deliverance —22:1–19

• What is the LORD to David? —22:2–3

• How the LORD heard him —22:5–7
What He did for David —22:8–19

(2) David’s righteousness —22:20–25
• Was this self-righteousness?

(3) Praise to God —22:26–51
• It is a “Rock” song —22:2, 32

(4) His Last Words and His Mighty Men
—II Sam. 23

(23:1–2, 8)

• II Sam. 23:

1. David, ”the sweet Psalmist of Israel” —23:1–7

• The last words of David: What things are said about him in 23:1?

• Notice the statement in 23:2 — Inspiration!

• The statement in 23:3 gives one of the very first principles of
leadership. Saul failed in this.

• Mention of the “house” and the covenant in 23:5.
- David’s “house” had not been as it should have been, but God’s

covenant was secure anyway.

• His expectation of judgment on the wicked. —23:6–7

2. The honor roll of the great men of David —23:8–39

• Notice the exploits of each of these men, and
consider that these things were done in a time
when a soldier had to be a great athlete.

• There were 3 classes of mighty men:

(1) The three greatest —23:8–12

-1. Adino the Eznite (Called the Tachmonite) —23:8

• He killed 800 at one time.

-2. Eleazar, son of Dodo —23:9–10

• He smote the Philistines until his hand “clave unto the
sword.”

-3. Shamah, son of Agee —23:11–12

• He defended a plot of ground “and the LORD wrought
a great victory.”

II Samuel 22:1–51 - What descriptive terms does
God use to describe Himself and how do they
relate to our lives today?

This is Who we are giving ourselves to. Can He
handle our gift of ourselves?

II Samuel 23:1–7 - What qualities for leadership
are given here?

II Samuel 23:8–39 - What qualities stand out
about David’s mighty men?
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(2) Others —23:13–39

-1. Notice their devotion to David, and David’s deep re-
spect for that devotion —23:14–17

-2. Various selected names:
• Abishai (a nephew) —brother of Joab —24:18
• Asahel (a nephew) —brother of Joab —24:24

• Who in v. 39? —See 11:3–27

(5) His Sin in Numbering the People —II Sam. 24
(24:1–2, 15, 18–19)

• II Sam. 24:

• This was perhaps David’s greatest sin because of the loss
of lives —I Chron. 21:14 (70,000 men died).

1. The sin of numbering Israel —24:1–4

(1) The LORD was angry with Israel. —24:1
• The LORD moved David against them to number them.

- Why was this a sin?
- It was incited by Satan. —I Chron. 21:1
- No atonement money was collected. —See Ex. 30:11–16;

38:25–28. See also Neh. 10:32.
- It is clear that David was interested in numbers of fighting

men. —24:9 [What might his ambitions have been?]

(2) Joab opposed the numbering. —24:2–3

-1. The king commanded Joab to number all. —24:2

-2. Joab wondered why the king asked this. —24:3

• To Joab it did not matter how many people the LORD

added to Israel.
• Why should David delight in numbering?

(3) Joab went forth to number the people. —24:4
• David’s word prevailed and Joab and the captains of the

host went forth to number.

2. Joab numbers the people —24:5–9

• It took them 9 months and 20 days to do the census. —24:8

• 800,000 of Israel and 500,000 of Judah — “valiant men who
drew the sword” —24:9

- Compare this with the numbers given in I Chron. 21:5:

— Of Israel 1,100,000 “men that drew the sword.”

— Of Judah 470,000 “men that drew the sword.”

- It is probable that the number given in Chronicles included
some who were omitted in II Samuel 24.

3. David realizes his sin —24:10–14

(1) David’s conviction —24:10–11

-1. “David’s heart smote him.” —24:10

-2. He turned to the LORD —24:10b

II Samuel 24:1–9 - How did David sin against
God?

II Samuel 24:10–17 - Why did David choose that
judgment for punishment?
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-3. The LORD answered through Gad the seer. —24:11
• David was up in the morning when the word came.

(2) God’s judgment — —24:12–14

-1. Three choices were given —24:12
(1. Seven years of famine

(2. Three months of flight from his enemies

(3. Three days pestilence

-2. David’s plea for mercy —24:14

4. The pestilence, and David’s confession—24:15–17

(1) The LORD sent a pestilence. —24:15–16
• The number of deaths was 70,000 men.

• The LORD “repented” and stayed the angel —24:16

- This was when the angel stretched out his hand upon
Jerusalem.

(2) Why the LORD stopped the pestilence —25:17
• David had appealed for his “sheep.”

- He had sinned — they were innocent.

5. David’s offering —24:18–25

(1) The LORD’s instructions for an offering—24:18–19
• It was to be on the threshing floor ofAraunah.

- This became the temple site. See the parallel account (I
Chron. 21:18–30), and notice the differences.

• David obeyed as the LORD had commanded. —28:19

(2) David refused Araunah’s offers. —24:20–24

-1. He offered him animals for sacrifice. —24:20–23

-2. David bought the animals and the floor. —24:24

• Burnt offerings must cost the offerer.

• David would not offer unto the LORD that which cost
him nothing.
- This is a principle which the Christian should follow. We

live in a day of “cheap Christianity.”

David here purchased the site for the future
Temple. The site has a long history. It is also the
place where Abraham offered Isaac (Gen. 22).

(3) The LORD was entreated and the pestilence stopped.
—24:25

• David offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.
• The LORD was entreated.
• The plague was stayed.

THE END OF II SAMUEL

II Samuel 24:18–25 - How does the principle of
verse 24 apply to us today?


